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PREFACE, 



In the followiug pages the Author professes to have done 
little more than extend, from rough memoranda, the result of 
several nights' thoughts and studies, occasioned by painful an- 
xiety for a parishioner who had seceded to the Church of 
Bome. They were not designed for publication ; and there* 
fore they pretend to no originality, beyond that of the mode of 
applying arguments and testimony, of frequent use among 
our ablest controversialists, to the par'i/uia! ur|^ ncy ex- 
perienced by the writer in his own parish. Suffering under severe 
indisposition, and disturbed by many domestic anxieties, fmding 
himself — for reasons which the discovery, that the lady had 
been for several weeks rebaptized, has made manifest, — denied 
those opportunities of free conversation, which the Minister of 
her parish might fairly claim, the Author had first intended 
nothing more than to deliver on paper that dissuasive remon* 
strance, which he was not permitted to communicate by more 
legitimate means. 
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CSicuiDstancet have since obliged him to change this 
determination. He has been forced, by the injurious misre- 
presentations of others^ into that publicit?, from which, with a 
consciousness of his inability for so grave a task as the writing 
of a polemical work, he would gladly have shrunk. True in- 
deed that, attacked with similar slanders, the writer might have 
presumed to adopt the indignant answer of Bishop Taylor: " Sir, 
that party, which needs such lying stories for the support of 
their cause, proclaim their cause to be very weak, or themselves 
to be very evil advocates, ** and upon the strength of hi^ own 
character have left, so far as personally he could regard them, 
every pitiful fabrication to the contempt which it deserved. 
But with the charge, in true Jesuitical fashion, creeping steal- 
thily about his parish, by whispered and untangible insinuations, 
of having contributed by indifference, by negligence,by disguised 
inclination to Popery, by equivocal principles and doctrines, 
or by the dissemination of questionable publications, to this 
Apostacy, supported too as these truthless imputations have 
b^n, publicly, by the notorious recourse of the family to 
another clergyman, the author's duty towards his Church for- 
bids his remaining silent. The minister, to whose cure are trus- 
ted eight thousand souls, may not willingly permit their confi- 
dence in his ministrations to be impaired. Evil reports circu- 
late with more rapidity thou accuracy, and with too easy ore- 
duUty are received, often the more eagerly, when they are the 
most dishonoring. But how difficult, how impossible, by word 
of moutb alone to meet and withstand the spreading mischief at 
every point ! 
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Ite 'Auttor ild«nnii»d, 'fiwreftyra, to fvt hit «nitiin«nU 
tm-Te€oid> tt tiiey would have been delivered onlljr, if ha had 
bieeii i^tied a fair opportanity, and to publish them at a 
iangibk - answer to calnnmy. 

Hie reasons^ which have urged pdbUoation at all^ have 
sbto pressed for it with the least possible delay. The w^urk 
therefore, goes before the public printed from the first rough 
copy, hardly corrected, and without revision of arrangement 
or style. The press likewise has been so hurried, that if typo- 
vgrapbica] errors do not abound, the author will be indebted 
to the superintendence of those upon whom, to ssve delay, he 
has been compelled to cast the trouble of revision. This circum- 
stttaoe most account for so long a list of errata. 

A word en the occurrence of another instance of the 
guile and badiaith, with which the Bomanists conduct their pro- 
selytism in this Country. 

The lady addressed in this remonstrance was enticed on 
^'endly visits. During the last of these, alone, without a 
fiiend near her to warn or counsel her^ trusted by her family 
to that hospitality, which should have been sacredly respected, 
she was beguiled into the sinful rashness of stigmatizing her 
own Cbiuroh by submitting to be rebaptazed and by communi- 
cating thrice in the presence of twenty five witnesses. That 
she was perfectly unprepared lor so moaBontous a proceeding 
— that her deluders were lor cmoe iKcautioua and in over-eager- 
Bess a little too hasty, may be judged from theinst that within 
si|L weeks of her iaitii^ami die has again jeoaidted« €od grant 
that this second profession of the right &ith may be sincere. 



and in bis mercy to the Church toon leeioie to it that diaei* 
pline which will at once teat the aincerity of piofeaaioii and ae- 
cnre more stedfiaatneas amongat ita membera by reqniiing from 
them some aatiaftu^n for every act of wanton injury I 

After ten daya' sojourn amongst those by whom aha bad 
been perverted^ the young Lady returned to her^&mily, who 
for six weeks remained ignorant of the imprudence which abe 
had been persuaded to commit. 

Such disturbances of social confidence aa this^ not an iao- 
lated instance, cannot be sufficiently reprehended. Soeiety 
must feel every repeated act of treachery^ and to protect itself will 
be compelled ultimately to adopt precautious as inconvenient aa 
they will be unnatural. The distinctions of Creeds will be ren- 
dered tenfold more odious by t'ae indispensable restrictious im- 
posed upon the intercourse of those who have sons and 
daughters^ brothers or si<ters^ to guard from that adventuroua 
proselytism which no promise can bind, no conventional deco- 
rum restrain^ which, parallel with that uf the Pharisees of old, 
compasses sea and land, scrupling at no means, wherev^^r un- 
warily an opportunity is left open. 

For if there be no security, as already there aeema to remain 
very little, that our children^ under the faci'atiej of ph.osiblp ac- 
quaintances, shall not be clandestinely unsettled by proselyting 
temptations, just w irn they are least fit and prepared to resist 
them ; that, the usual sanctity of hospitality respected, we may 
at least know whether our children come back to ua Bomaniats 
or Angh*cans,Catholics or Apostates, before they have supported 
six weeks' miserable endurance of duplicity and disguise beneath 
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oitf 9bofF-*if there be no eenuity against such txoftcherj^ it is 
tim&iblr society to adopts against those who persist in setting its 
iebatom'hiWt at defiance^ all such precautions as tbey have 
rendered needful to preserve the family-hearth from the anguish 
of at last disoovering that its confidence has been betrayed. 

One or two instances more and then if a spirit of indig- 
nant suspicion should again so animate Catholic English- 
men against the propagators of the Bomau schism^ as to set 
us with stdrn resolution upon the revival of both social and 
politidtl (KsiibiKties, let the reprehension faO^ where it will 
be merited^ upon those who have daringly trifled with the 
dearest ties of kindred^ made light the obligations of chil- 
dren to parents, held as nothing t'lelivirg together in 
unbroken truth and candour, and taught our sons and daugh- 
ters to" justify concealment and deceit by the plea of expe- 
diency. Let it be assur'^dly believed there remains iu the 
national character a determined sense of right which will not 
tamely brook the violation of domestic peace, but will, sooner 
or later, visit these recurring examples of treachery with the ab- 
horrence which they have provoked. 

The author ventures to indulge the hope, that the circum- 
stances, which have caused this work to be printed, will be 
found to have imparted to it some degree of interest. The 
advantage of addressing our ideas to some personal reality has ' 
been often deemed so considerable by good writers, as to 
induce them to adopt some fictitious representation. Here, 
however, the reality occurs. Unhippily no mere character of 
the imagination was wanted, when, as a parochial minister, 
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the author was required by a particular uigencj, in the round 
of ministerial duty^ to apply his recollection of former studies, 
and revive his acquaintance with the Contiovenialists tsi \o$ 
Church. Thus designed for an especial case^ the object of the 
present work is to deal with real, not with imagined objections. 
It applies itself to the arguments and assertions employed 
by the propagators of the Papal schism under the peculiar as- 
pect of these times. On the broad basis of Catholic laruth, it 
dares to assert the just claims of the Anglican Church as a 
vital and inviolate branch of the Catholic Church, against all 
the misapprehensions, fallacies and perplexities with whid the 
English Churchman is in these times assailed ! 

While he loes not pre^eid to have discovered any thing, 
essentially novel in the controversy, and is not ashamed to 
acknowledge that he has drawn unsparingly from the la- 
bours of modem Divines, as well as from the Theological 
treasures of past ages, the autho/trusts that the direction, in 
which these have been applied, may be calcnlated to dp some 
service to the cause of Catholic truth. He will be satisfied, if for 
the young alone he has succeeded in collecting, condensing, 
and bringing into prominence, with some few origioal deduc- 
tioQs, suitable to the peculiarity of the objections, with which 
he had to deal, some of those successful refutations of Bomish 
plausibilities, which have formed imperishable volumes by the 
diligence of our learned Divines. He has dwelt upon the re- 
spective diversities of the Eoman and the English Churches^ be- 
cause, while the followers of the. former are, as they have ever 
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be^j immoderately anxious to have it believed that the ezag« 
gerated variauces of the Church of tlis land afford incontrover- 
tible proof of its departure from Ca h^licity^ and for this pur- 
pose would fix upon us the numberless contradictions of dissent^ 
with which we are no more concerned than they are accounta- 
ble for Calvinism in Paris^ or the doctrines of M. Bonge in 
Germany: they are equally careful so to conceal the endless 
and very violent disput.cs which have occurred amongst them- 
selves as to have it appear to the eye of the uninformed that 
the pretended unanimity of so vast a body^ in all ages^ should 
be taken as indisputable evideace of their every claim. 

Another such speciality is the bold assertion^ that the Brit- 
ish Church was the offspring of the Parental solicitude of Bome^ 
and as such has sinned grievously by unnatuial disobedience 
in breaking from her communion. It is st/ange with what 
effrontery this fallacy continues to be maintained; and not less 
so that such should be the ignorance of our Churches history 
amongst her members^ that a statement^ which utterly blots 
out nearly six centuries of her ecclesiastical existence, should be 
sure to find listeners who will believe it. To the consideration 
of this statement the author has devoted a portion of the pres- 
ent work. 

The theory of developement that seeming, but not 

actual novelty, the new position where Bomanism, discomfited 
upon the olden battlefield of Patristic tradition, at last ventures 
to make another stand, rallied^ alas ! by one who has sullied 
his bright name by apostacy has to some considerable 
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degree changed the character of the controversy. Still, if we 
are successful in our contradiction of the great fallacies of the 
Papacy, arguing from the chain of Patristic evidence, we shall 
at least have convicted the Roman system^ before the tribunal 
of candid enquiry, of inconsistency so great, and variations from 
former boasting so flagrant, as to strip her of every pretension 
to confidence. The adoption of a rule of faith essentially varia- 
able and progressive, will stand in strange contrast with claims 
to Catholicity, because she teaches, and has always taught the 
same things. The motto, yet emblazoned above the porch of 
so many of her churches, semper EADEM,will henceforth conflict 
with her expansive theory ; and those forgeries, which encounter 
us in every age, to countenance the assumptions of one period 
by the authority of those before it, will seem to us as unwise 
as they are unrighteous for a Church, which claims a moral 
growth, by which her faculties and her powers expand, as 
each successive page is added to her history. 

But it is not for us, against whom the writings of the Fa- 
thers were so clamorously urged until they became more gener- 
rally known, to abandon our acquired advantage. We persist 
in our appeal to the first pure centuries of Christianity, because 
there is no sound reason why that evidential authority, hitherto 
recognized, should now be denied. And, in pursuing this in- 
vestigation, we shall have on our side an example worth libra- 
ries of ingenious theories, the example of that Divine Beasoner, 
who spake as never man spake, when He retorted on the de- 
velopement of Pharisaical Morality *' In the beginning it was 
not so. '' But the theory of developeraent will be noticed. 
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If the following pages should be instrumental in persuading 
the young or the uninformed^ not; implicitly to accept assertions 
because they are positive^ and not too easily to be led away^ by 
sentimentality or ideality^ to take on credit the smooth things 
affirmed of the Boman^ and the asperities proclaimed of the 
British Churchy the farthest ambition of the writer will be gra- 
tified. He will bear contentedly, with the coubciousness 

that, as it is his first, so in all probability it will be his last 

literary offence the severity of that criticism, to which he 

is sensible the numerous defects of his work will render him 
obnoxious. 

GYLLYNGDUNE, APRIL IOtH, 1847. W. J. C. 
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Inteodtjctory. 



Mt beab Miss 



'ITie intention of your last letter is not to be mistaken. 
I have read it, therefore, with inexpressible sorrow. Not with 
surprise indeed, because, conscious that I have never been for- 
tunate enough to secure your confidence, as your Pastor, and 
little of your attachment as your friend, I should have been 
prepared to discover, without other indications, that you had 
transferred these to some other quarter. But those indications 
have not been wanting. For some time past I have thought it 
my duty, as you must have perceived, to speak much and 
strongly on the corruptions of the Church of Borne, to force the 
conversation often in that direction, and to give as much warn- 
ing to your own mind and to your family, sometimes in the 
presence of other witnesses, as the yet uncertain state of the case 
seemed to warrant. Nor could I remain without anxiety and 
suspicion so soon as I had heard how you had been permitted 
to maintain an intimate intercourse, which has indeed proved 
itself justly designated by me in a former letter as 'dangerous,' 
with persons known firom this to Bome as Propagators of their 
fidth weU qualified for the nature of their undertaking, and 
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how that intercourse had been extended^ with your sisters 
also^ reckless of all perils into lengthened visits at their resid- 
ence. 

I have not gathered your meaning, therefore, with sur- 
prise, because I could hardly anticipate, from a knowledge of 
your own temperament, any other result. But yet with sorrow 
do I see one whom I have known from so early a period of her 
life — one who has been so intimately in intercourse with my 
family — one twice committed to my pastoral care — ^perverted, 
miserably perverted, without one justifying motive, from a pure, 
scriptural, holy, catholic, apostoUc, faith to as gross delusion 
and as fatal apostacy as ever beguiled the unsuspecting soul of 
man. Unskilled, unlearned, and without the safeguards of 
inward religious realization — confounded by bold misrepresen- 
tations — before you had settled any effective principles, or 
felt any real convictions — ^before you have made intelligible and 
sensible to your secret heart any true experience of the blessed 
power of your own church to exercise you in faith, godliness, 
and peace — ^before yon have had recourse to some holy, and 
discreet person of sufficient learning and wisdom to give you 
counsel, to afford you instruction in things not kuowu to you, 
and to dissipate your f^s in things seemingly perplexing — up- 
on a few vague, floating, lindefined notions, and many hasty 
sensibilities — upon that faultiuess of an unsettled and captious 
disposition, which, as 1 reminded you, has manifested itself in 
rehgious questionings since your youth — ^in fact, in a condition 
as httle fit as can be conceived for comii^ to any so momen- 
tous decision ; I see you determined to fhng from you, as vile 
and unsafe, the faith in which you were born and bred— to 
trample under foot the creed of the church into which yoiu: 
parents bore you for the holy waters of regeneration ; where 
thousands heard your solemn pledge in the presence of God 
renewed and ratified, where your soul has been so often 
strengthened and refreshed by the divine mysteries^— where 
breathed so lately the voice of hope over a Father's grave~- 
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ifhere must be soon breathed again the same solemn accents 
ever one who gave you being, the sooner, perhaps, for this 
rash and i^ddy determination of yours, to plant a canker at her 
*heart tiot the le^s consuming though it may be concealed. 

May I not, my dear young Lady, fairly retort your rebuke 
that I lightly condemn the errors of Rome, and have without 
justifying knowle<lge of them indioaied the danger offalsie 
friends who were laying traps to ensnare you, which though 
iihey were spread in the sight of the bird, have ensnared so 
successfully in your instance that it seems almost needful for 
society to adopt henceforth strange and un?iatural precautions, 
that parents may be secure of their children by such means, as 
we keep from us the profligate a6 a moral pestilence ? may I 
Hot answer, are you not now lightly, wantoidy, in a momentary 
giddiness, in the mere butterfly chace of an idea, trifling with 
the peace of the Church, the concord of your family, and dis- 
guise ii not, it may be the life op a mother? 

Do not suppose that I mean to hart you by speaking 
leontemptuously of your mental or spiritual attainments. I 
have no intention to disparage the acquirements which I know 
you to possess, for a young Lady in your station, equal, in 
iDany respects superior, to those generally obtained in the 
^course of female education. Nor again of your religious state 
according to the ordinary range of a professing christian, wiOi 
h good heart, easy habits, and well meaning tntentiuns. Buft 
I niieaTi that you are not qualified, and as a young female eati 
liardly be qualified, by your own skill and learning to deter<. 
mine for yourself the antiquity, the bearing of texts, the can- 
ons and constitutions on which depend such questions as the 
amthority of the Papal see or the validity of English orders ; 
and that, through the faultiness of present and past Englislk 
education, yon have not the means stored up to enable you, 
1^ the applicartion of memory alone, to judge of the historic 
tteeamey of the representations which you have received. And 
IfHean, also, that you haire never so exhausted within yotnr 
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Church the means of obtaining spiritual excellence as to be 
made sensible of her insufficiency, and so to be driven to seek 
beyond her for the advantages of any higher state. 

And yet are these matters to be ligl^tly discussed ? Are 
you nevertheless in a position to justify dicing with your fa- 
mil/s happiness, and peace,a parent's health and life, thus rash* 
ly headstrong and recklessly ? "What can a young unlearned, 
unread female know to plunge her upon all the hazatids of so 
fearfully momentous conclusions ? Look steadily, but sincere- 
ly, to the conseqaences of this rash step — ^look next into your 
own heart and mind. Judge whether the exhausted experience 
of your own heart, putting forth honestly a mournful cry that 
after all diligence in the use of means, after all disciplining fdf 
humility, faith, and holiness, for more couti.iual and more 
intimate intercourse with heaven, it has found itself straight- 
ened, and has heard an honest testimony within itself that it 
must go farther, and heed a call so authoritatively and so 
undoubtedly heavenly, that, no matter what misery may aifefc 
round the family hearth, you must obey it, or perish. Judge 
whether your prayers, your fastings, your holy meditafiottti, 
your night-vigils,your recourse to the means of grace, yoixt 
severance firom the world, its lightness, its profaneness,and its 
pleasures, have thoroughly qualified your Soul to determine a 
heavenly call from a worldly, and merely fanciful perversion. 
What think you of a man who should take his time-piece to 
the maker and thus say : " Change me this time-piece ; it goes 
not well ; it makes me irregular ; it keeps me from my engage- 
ments ; when I ought to rise to my daily labour, it striketh 
not ; when I would seek my repast, it is still silent;*' and the 
maker, looking at the works within, should enquire : ^' I see it 
goes not, when did you wind it up ? Last week ? " 
r^jf w ''This year ? " *'Nay I remember not when.'' Alas ! my 
dear young Lady, this is too often the case with our owili 
unstable, and capricious hearts. We are eager to change otnr 
spiritual watch, all jewelled and cased in gold, and perfect its 
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machinery^ upon a wilful fancy that it goes not faithfully, when 
we remember not when last we set it to true time, or regulated 
our motions by any attention to its admonitory indicator. 
Something there must be, forgive me for saying so, 
approaching presumption in a young Lady unskilled in theolo- 
gical disputation, no more than recently acquainted with the 
'milk' of her faith in the Athanasian Creed, as she confessea— * 
never very deeply realizing reUgious principles and motives, 
—-pronouncing nevertheless her faith so unsafe — ^her Churcb 
to be so '^ cut off and excommunicate " — ^that, whatever be 
the penalty, she must forsake them — she must abjure the faith 
which has made illustrious so many the profoundest scholars, 
the soundest divines, the most noble martyrs, and most emin- 
ent saints — ^What ! has a greater illumination fallen upon you, 
thus labourless and painless, than was shed upon so many, the 
brightest and the firmest in virtue, sincerity, piety, and wisdom 
—so many the most glorious ornaments of Ood's living Tem- 
ple, not only for their scholarship, but for a life of hum- 
Ue devotedness, and a death of unshrinking testimony to 
Christ ! Can that be plain and positive,ao plain and so positive 
to your heart, and to your understanding, that but a distant and 
misty glance at it should make yoa eev, every dear association 
in home, kindred, church, and yet be that stiU which made 
SUCH men start back with horror. Weigh more justly your 
position and theirs — are you a sincere enquirer after truth ?*- 
so were they. Are you thirsting for righteousness, and panting 
for refreshing streams ? — so did they- Is your soul longing for 
nearer, and more realizing union in Christ f — so did theirs. 
Are' you endeavouring, by humbhng yourself to the dust before 
God, by prayer, fieisting, sacramental grace, self surrender, and^ 
worldly negation, to purify both heart and intellect for seeing 
farther into divine things, and tracing truth beyond the cloudy 
atmosphere of earth ? Oh ! what are your prayers but cdd and 
lifeless, your denials but self pamperings, your earnestness bat 
lukewarm and carnal, compared with those holy men who wean- 
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ed the throne of grace with supplication, and bent their spirits 
down in lowliness of mind to receive the truth apart from 
worldly prejudice and clamour, interest or fears, or the idle 
fancies of an unstable heart. But were they scholars ? — so are 
not you. Were they versed in the merits of controversy ? — so 
are not you. Had they ability to dive into history and decy- 
pher it on the time-worn manuscript ; to trace each authority 
alledged; to unravel every deception; to denounce each 
frequent forgery ; to expunge every barefaced interpolation ; to 
toil through the long maze of polemical labour, to refute every 
fiubtilty and expose every sophistry ? — so have not you ! How 
then do you assure your mind of the certainty of exchanging, 
as you believe, error for truth, schism for Catholicism, death 
for life ? True, these holy and pious men for all their learning 
may have been deceived. But is it not possible they were not ? 
Have we not something in their characters and acquirements 
which, at least, warns us,it is not so positive and clear that they 
were deceived aufi flung away life for nothing? Push this 
thought hojne and. reply, is it not more possible that, all cir- 
cumstances considered, the error will be found at the judgment 
day to have J)e^n on your side ? True again, there have been, 
and there are, learned, pious, and dev.oted men on the Eoman 
Mide also; and if, ha^ng been brought up in that faith you 
were tempted to exchange it, you would be equally bound first 
to indujge this enquiry. But the question is not now whether 
ypu shall come out from among these, but whether, born and 
bred in the Anglican Church, a young Lady so little infoi-med 
and skilled in theology as yourself is justified so far as to jeo- 
pardize interests dear and manifold, here and hereafter, in de- 
serting and stigmatizing as deluded schismatics, those multi- 
tucles . pf the good and the erudite of her own church. 

I moaUjiMiss — that there is enough in the. faith, piety, and 
learning, which your own church can present you in her iUus- 
tripus opes, to call upon you to distrust your own judgment, 
i^d* at least, to .mfike you pause, if not too late^ before you are 
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inconsiderately led away by the proselytizing persuasions of 
others. 

Upon perusal of your letter, I think I am justified in 
the opinion that,setting out of the question your deficiences,nec- 
essarily, as a young female, in your heart above all you are 
not prepared to come to any right religious conclusion de- 
manding a change of your creed. Por it seems to me that 
a thoughtful mind will find much cause for pain, for very 
many acute regrets, and for much anxiety. Unhappily the 
majority of perversions, or even of conversions, have little 
claim to any sound motive. For the most part our impul- 
ses and our passions direct us. Hence the language by which 
we justify ourselves is generally that of self delusion and 
complacency. It seems to me that a heart, constrained against 
its every amiable sympathy to meditate so serious a 
change, will be cut to the core ; bowed down in fear and 
lowliness ; shaken by many anxious flutterings of spirit ; 
alarmed by many fears ;distressed by many doubts, and almost 
crushed by the remembrance' of olden sympathies. It will 
be, therefore, mortified by earnest watchings, busy in inward 
searchings, solemnized by many melancholy reflections. It 
will be saddened, as well as humbled. It will only arrive at so 
painful a conclusion as that which strides from tinder our feet 
the standing ground of our former life, through thought, and 
counsel, and diligent searching of the scriptures, and recourse 
to the ministry through much tribulation and anguish, through 
every possible chastening of our ready pride, or presumption, 
through the sacrificing of every high thought of self, through 
childlike distrust and hesitation, and not without tearful, fer- 
vent, and penitent prayer. 

Such an heart. Miss will not think favorably of 

any motive born within itself; it will not be puffed up ; it will 
not speak or think confidently of its aims, and principles ; it 
will not suppose itself following and exhibiting all that is excel- 
lent, as by some instant and marvellous impulse of in-dwelling 
good.For,of all conditions,that of the transition state,after living. 
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as you believe, so large a portion of your life in deplorable 
igpioranoe and schism from the great Author of light and unity^ 
should be one where the soul will be subdued, humbled, sus- 
pecting, solemnized. Will such a heart write sentiments so 
self-gratulating as these — ^' Think not I seek the vain glory 
arising from the praise of men. This will not satisfy me — a 
higher and holier feeling leads me on,&c.'' 

Oh ! Misa distrust the state of that heart which 

can permit you at such a moment to write thus. Break down 
this proud and self elating spirit by chastenings, prayer and 
mean thoughts of yourself, and that which you believe to be 
influencing you. And, I implore you, determine on no change 
until better fruits than these can assure you that you have 
through a painful disciplining of the upstart will attained a 
condition to judge rightly under no other influence than that 
of ike deep and searching Spirit of Gk)d. 

And now beseeching your earnest consideration, it is time 
to meet your objections, for the most part gathered from the 
manuals of Bomanism, in which Apostasy is made easy, but 
ftom which you have been induced to believe thai, after %o 
many vain hopes in other shelter, you have at last found refuge 
in the one ark of salvation from the tempestuous waters of a 
corrupt world. 
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The chaneteristics which jou afSnn to be '' the fini 
fliiigiHMihing maifcs'' of a true Choicbj aie fodi aa so 
mi^ ot the Anglican lefonned Chnioh would be deairova to 
qiite : becaiiae he wiU teU you that he lemaiiu a Bember dafot^ 
l^fPI^ obediently for no other reasoD^ than that be aasorefe 
fo^ that hia Church is^ One, Hdy, Catholio and Apoatolic. 
ifi^iuifoitnnately there has been attributed in later tunai^bj 
oae, who would arrogautly coufine to themaelvea tbeae Car- 
nal characteristics^ a fifth which they place aa the tetting- 
meof the other four. With these no Church can be One, Hdy, 
K^^olic, or Apostolic, which does not also daim to be Boman. 
14, which SU Augustin of old objected to thcDonatiata is 
HMukably applicable to the Bomauista in later time^ and 
nnedly the Catholic Doctor could hardly have foreseen how 

lUy the cases would be parallel '' Ye say'' writea he to 

ese arrogating schismatics, " Ye say that Christ is heir of no 
nds, but when Donatus is co-heir. Bead this to us ont of the 
iw and the prophets, out of the Psalms, out of the Ch>spel 
^f, or oat of the letters of the Apostles : read it thence and 
re believe it,* '* 

It is very needful, therefore, to know whether by the one 
olj and Catholic and apostolic Church you mean '' a compre- 
msion of all the members of the mystical body of Christ, *' t 
id this constituted of the part militant on earth and the part 
iumphant in heaven, as St. Augustin writes, ''The whole 

• De Unit. Eccl. a. 6. 
i Bp, Korton. 
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Church of Christ is here understood to be not on'y that part 
which is in pilgrimage here upon earth, but that part also 
which is triumphant in heaven,^ " or whether you are con- 
jRning these distinguishing marts, as they do who confess " The 
CathoHc Roman Church, without subjection whereunto there is 
no salvation. " For the one will embrace the aggregate in 
many ch arches, as the vine is composed of many branches, 
ttiaintainiug the essentials of fedth and practice, and their unity 
linsevered, until for fault proven in them they are legiti- 
•hiately cut off and etcommuiiiGated, while the other Kke the 
Donatist artogancy referred to dbove recognises no Church 
#hete the Sovereign Soman Bishop is not supreme and the ac- 
knowledged Vicar of Christ. "The Church of Home'' writes 
biir Romanist Doctor § " is the Universal Catholic Church, 
not as it is a particular Bishopric, but acs it comprehendeth all 
bfelievers under the subjection of the Bishop of Borne '' — *' we 
toust hold it as a point of bur Catholic faith, that this individ- 
ual congregation, which professeth the Boman faith and is 
tmit^d to the Pope of Borne, is the true Catholic Church. '' 
A^n ^toother Doctor^ writes, '^e define the Church to be a 
Cbinpany of men obedient to the Bishop of Bome, for the titoe 
being; and we affirm the Church of Bome to be alone, the Ca- 
iSiolic and Apostolic Church — ." In^ the mouth of the third || 
witness we find, "None dbth cbinmunicate with the Catholic 
GJhurth, except he subject himself unto the Pope; yea, 

AWHOTJGH OTHERWISE HE PROFESS THE CaTHOLIC PaITH : 

for union with the Head is a note of the Church^— /' 

Ton will not, therefore, be surprized that 1 paused with 
floioe degree of anxious persistance in our interview to gather 
from jrou, whether or not you desired me to understand the 

} Aug. behind, id Lauient. cq[>. 56. 
§ Sauritz. 

f Greg, de Valent. Analysis lib. VI, Cap. 1. 
{ U Bellannin. de ecd. miL lib. III. 
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*liaven ' of peace and unity which you believe you have founcl 
to be the Church which adopts thus authoritatively the fifth 
*' distinguishing mark^' or 'note' of being also 'Boman\ 
And I must confess you have pretty significantly intimated so 
in the conclusion of your letter, where I find you asserting 'Hhat 
we cannot blind our eyes to the fact that the Boman Catholic 
Church has for her head, after Christ, St. Peter, the Bock in- 
deed on which Christ promised to build his Church." But 
having since heard from your own lips that you believe the Church 
of England to " be cut off and excommunicated for schism, '^ 
I am not left to conjecture that,your notion of the Holy Catho- 
lic Apostolic Church is other than that which the Boman Cate* 
chisms and Doctors have pronounced. 

Here then on the first distinguishing mark I take 
issue — In no sense is the Church of Bome 'One' in which 
the Church of England is not equally ' One '. In many senses 
on the other hand has the Church of England maintained the 
note of unity, in which, in her arrogance, the Church of Bome 
has been bold to violate it. " 

Nor in this question is the fact of any value that the 
Church of Bome retains within her communion the majority 
of the Continental Churches. " Concerning Universality, the 
question is not whether at this present hour, or in any formelr 
age for these thousand years past, there are or have been more, 
which profess the present Bomish religion, established in the 
Church of Bome, than the religion established in the reformed 
Churches, since the separation was made/'lf Yet I apprehend 
that many minds are unduly affected by that which appears 
to them a culpable state of isolation, and too readily judge the 
sign of universality and oneness to lie where they perceive the 
greatest number of Churches agreed in the same Communion. 
I think you will allow this reasoning to be little worthy of 
attention, if you remember the state of God's Qiurch in the 

K Dr. Jackson. 
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"Mrrwpt periods of the Jewish poHtj, and again when the Ai^ 
haresy in the Christian Gharoh had so possessed itsdf of ^efty 
Biocese: and Altar that the Catholics were every where djvma 
Vkb Atiuinaaias for refuge to the rocks and caverns of thi^ 4^- 
«eiH;. ' Still I am not indisposed to accept snch an argmaenliy 
ao far as physiccal facts can he without presumption judged 
mdioations of God's Providence in the Church. If yoi^ wpi^d 
maintain the fact of the Church of Bome retaining many *ip- 
tions of Europe obedient to her to be evidence to her oneoea^ 
glance also at the portions of the world which the . Church ^f 
England has rendered faithful to herself. I care nothing for ti|o 
relative numerical estimate, hut I do hold of soipe conse- 
quence the progress of the Gospel, and by whose meapsi jis 
judicative of the cooperating Providence of the Aliaijpi^. 
iCouut up the swarming myriads of the Earth which Providence 
has caused, and is yet causing to be gathered into osn Chi;^. 
See how this never slumbering Providence, in these latter davs 
. of the Gospel'dispensation, ere the fullness of the GentSea ^ 
come in, is perpetually enlarging this Oneness for Es^aiii^^s 
Ghnroh, embracing the vast Empire of the East, the difi^f^t 
people of civilized lands, the savage tribe by forest or by.j(^- 
f^e, in Continent and in Isles, spreading out our bran|B^ 
from ^ Sea to sea and from the rivers to the ends of- tjbie 
«irth.*'' ,!? 

If ever there was an evident instrument in the hands'of 
God for the accomphshment of His most merciful designs, 
that instrument, in these times, undoubtedly ii^ this great 
Empire. We are bome onward in dominion, in population, 
in colonisation, in commerce, in discovery, in natioaal wealth, 
by most undeniable Providences. '' He hath not dealt so with anj 
nation; and as for his judgments, they have not known them/^ t 

* I make no apology for quoting myself from a vifl^timi-fennon, beeaMe tka 
paui^ it to applicable to my jiiet^t tulifeet. 
t PnOm CXLVIII, SO. 
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We might indeed compute the opalence that returns to ub^ the 
indastry it supports^ naj^ the very uumbers acknowledgiDg our 
Inray : but who ahall estimate the moral influence which^in such 
ferpetual and uncircumscribed intercourse^ it has pleased God 
to permit this nation to exercise over the entire world f Wt 
people continents — The Isles of tbe sea are covered with oar 
emigrant multitudes — ^in the most distant wilds of the earth ou.' 
iiative tongue is spoken, and yet this werenothing^if we didlioi 
witness our church, consequently by those means most ensu- 
ring permanency, extending to regions, where otherwise the 
fiiith in Christ would be utterly unknown. Where other nations 
have never yet been able to penetrate, or where their settle- 
ments are drooping, despairing, abandoned, there our influence 
is spreading still onward ^ ; there, too, our church is enlarg 

ing the borders of her sanctuary Not an enterprise qniti 

our shores not a band of emigrants departs from out 

^ins not a sail circuits the earth under our flag, but, 

whatever other consequences befal them, this we remember in 
thoughtful contemplation of their future power and Tesponii-» 

bility, " Ye are the salt of the earth. ** We seem led 

oIKward, for ever onward, to evangelize the globe. li 
Omnipotence be now working for the extension of Christianity 
^rely you will acknowledge there is something significant it 
this continual farspreading of the English power, people ant 
CSiurch. We may judge, I do think, without improper pre- 

f I cannot nttain from here quoting the h«nitiflil linet of Um poet Cewpen 
Then the progeny that aprlnga 

From the forests of oar land, 
Annad with thunder, elad with wlnga. 

Shall a wider world eommand. 

Kegioni C»sar never knew, 

Thy posterity shall sway, 
Where his eagles never flew, 

None invincible aa they. 

•OAktCfti. 
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tampion, tbtt His trae Charch will be foaiid with that natioii 
bj which He works so mightily in the world. 

The mind^ oontemplating the manrellous evidences df 
Qod's favor for the British Church, finds itself plunged into 
inextricable difficulties, whenever it would limit the attribntei 
irf Unity and Universality to the particular Church of Borne; 
for the will of the Almighty seems to have arrested and im^ 
priBoned Her power^ comparatively, and to have circumscribdl 
her population to the same narrow limits, which were hers 
twenty-five centuries ago ;whil8t for that country and Church; 
which, it is preteuded, has no part nor lot in this Unity and 
Catholicity, the portals of the entire world are thrown open,-^ 

and Continents are peopled with her children deserts are 

receiving her emigrants tribes are evangeUzed by her 

Church and half the globe breathes its morning and even- 
ing sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving in the accents of her 

tongue. There is undoubtedly, it is hard to deny it - ■■^ '' 

the band of Providence in this : for surely we are right in bi^ 
Ueving that the eternal wisdom does not propagate falsehood 
for truth, schism for Catholicity, dead ness for life. ~^ 

Look on the onward march of British power, and the 
pec^ling of the earth with her race, and judge whether for gold, 
for commerce, for discovery, or for conquest alone, Qtod detik 
thns with a nation : or whether there are not sublimer snd 
more momentous motives which regulate His diispensation^ 
and consequently nobler scope for that amplitude of dominion 
and usefulness, which the Everlasting grants to the people of 
England. 

Supposing this progress he not stayed, unroll a map of the 
globe before you and reflect whether to England or to BocM 
the Omnipotent has given to be the representative df 
Unity and Universality by nominally combining the largeist 
portions and the densest population of the yet converted oa 
its surface. Boraanish Spain and Portugal, the earliest cotoni* 
^rs, driven out from their rich possessions, make wajr tok 
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"England — France, ever eager to acquire, active, powerfol and 
ambitious, stands paralyzed in Colonial experiment, in nute 
l^nd envious admiration of the expansive proaperity of Eng- 
land — ^Austria trespasses not beyond her appoirited barriers of 
{nQuntain, gulf and river — Poland expires in the throes of 
national extermination — Belgium exhibits amidst the rapiiSgr 
increasing population of the world the singular phenomeuon 
of decrease by thousands within her bounds — lUisria cbe« 
Irishes throughout her wide empire a rival church, while Italy 
the centre of this pretended Oneness and universality langaiafa'- 
es,, amidst the ruins of historic greatness^ the most degraded 
and helpless of all nations. 

..' Do not these phenomena merit your serious reflictioii? 
These are indeed matters of reflection for the philosopher ; bat 
of Kow much higher caste should that reflection be, which,wi<}i 
Christian faith, traces the hand of God in every earthly occur- 
rence ! The Church of England stands upon this sure and ioi^ 
movable basis of truth, that, as I am sensible, she does not re- 
quire testimony to her divine acceptance indirect or inconclusive 
as this. Her claims to be reverenced and beloved as a vital 
ajad vivifying branch of the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic 
Church, repose upon £Etr higher and more certainly assuring 
attestation than such as the circumscribed perception of meii 
ipay suppose to trace in the operations of Providence. Bat 
]d;Uly while prejudice takes refuge in the alledged isolation of 
0iMr position, and boasts loudly of the Unity of the Eoman 
Churchy because Continental nations, nearest and most known 
to us, are obedient to her, it is not straining argument too far 
1^1 ask what mean these visible tokens of God^s ia^os and ac- 
fi^tance? Is it credible that He, unto whose wisdom an^ 
iDcrcy we ascribe^ the scattering of the Commercial nation of 
tiia Jews into every province of the heathen world, the leading 
#£ Apostles and Saints throughout every barbarian tribe to 
pmi^ QhiiitCraoifiedy sometimes by one means and sometinoes 
bjr ancitber^ but always for the same merciful purpose — the 
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bdngkig down of Ooth aod Hun upon the Boman q( 

jSaxoQ and Dane apon the British power, that the conqueie4» 
lifter their earthly banners had been trampled down, migl^ 
about for more glorious victory, and wave, even over the ynn^ 
tor, the triumphant banner of the Cross ? Is it credible, I aaj^ 
of Ood's mercy and wisdom, now in the latter days of thi 
world's being,that the present dispensations, altogether irrecoiK 
oilable in any analogy of the past,are gathering the Gentiles to.t 
Church spiritually dead, 'cut off and excommunicate ' from the 
tone Church, bringing them to a ministry nothing better thaft 
that of Korah ; and mocking them with Sacraments, to whioh. 
none of the essentials of such have been imparted. 

The idea of Oneness, applied to a particular Churchy uu* 
der one national designation, one presiding Bishop; and one 
idkrictlj identical form uf discipline, customs and ceremonies, ii 
a delusion, the expedient of worldly ambition and tyranny, ii 
Ittdpable contradiction of scripture, of Apostolic teaching and 
imctice, and of the recognized traditions of the Fathers. Ko. 
&Ilaoy more presumptuous or unfounded was ever asseiterf|, 
tban that in which the Church of Bome by three of her Pop^, 
haa dared to arrogate to herself this character. ''The Churc)^^ 
q{ Bome *' said Gregory VII, in the year A. D. 107.3, " w. 
fonnded only by God, and the Pope thereof is rightly sty)e4 
the Universal Bishop, insomuch that whosoever cgnaqntcili 
not with the Church of Bome cannot be a Catholic : '\ aAd.'|k. 
gain, A. D. 1192, Pope Innocent III said, " If the Church bg^ 
called Catholic, as a company consisting of allChristi^ii C)iur^j- 
01^ go the. Church of Bome is not to be termed the CathcAiB. 
Gburch, but a part thereof ; but take the word Catholic, as 0pe 
ift called Uxiiyersal Lord, because all things. are under his Jg»^ 
minion, so we say that the Church of Bome only hatk all<itiif 
Obiurp^ umyersally Subject unto it./' ''/.... 

More than a hundred yean aft^ luiocenfclU c<nbms> P<^ 
Bou&ce Yin, wha/' roars and tbundiits ia a jpeieiiiptotJj^Ae^ 
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dree^Q *' — " Wc declare, define and prononnce^that it is 
Tj for every one that is to be aaired, to be subject to tbe Pope cC 
Bome. " And in conformity with theae extraordinarily arrogant 
declarations, the council of Trent § thus worded the oath to 
be taken by all Ecclesiastical persons. 

" I. N. do firmly believe, swear, and profess, that tht 
CMholic and Apostolic Soman Church is the Mother and mis^ 
tress of all Churches : and I do \ow, promise, and swear true 
obedience to the Pope of Borne, the Yicar of Christ, Successor 
of St. Peter, fcc. And this I hold to be the true Catholk 
ikith, which whosoever believeth not, cannot be saved.* " — QfA 
forbid — and of His mercy and wisdom it is not to be beKcTi- 
ed^ — ^that these arrogant assumptions should hold good in 
£[is Counsels— or that the binding and loosing of the Church 
4f Boine thus tyrannically and arbitrarily exercised should bt 
liow or hereafter recognised in heaven 1 

The better to discern the fallacy of these pretensions, I 
beg you to remember how the Church of Christ is scripturaDy 
described. It no more pertains to any particular Churol: to 
pronounce that salvation cannot be attained without confer- 
nirty to her Communion, than it does to assure it to all within 
t|£ai Communion. For the Church of Christ, the one mystical 
Bbdy, is not to be sensibly discerned, ''t inasmuch as the 
pi^ thereof are some in heaven already with Christ, and the 
rest that are on earth (albeit their natural persons be visible) 
we do not discern under this property, whereby they are truly 
and infSedlibtJir of that body. " Of the members of this body 
alone it is promised by the Bedeemer, " I give unto them eter- 
iu!l.li& ; and Ihey shall never perish, neither shall any plnd^ 
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them out of my hands. % These are known to onlj the OmaU 
•oient God; manifest to Him alone who could pronounce of m 
Kathonael, " Behold an Israelite ii^deed, in whom is n 
guile. " % And that theirs it had been to acquire the iudispensabk 
qualifications of true hallowed membership " a pure heart ani 
igood couMcietice, and a faith unfeigned, " who sliall affirm but 
A^ great Searcher of hearts from whom no secrets are hid ? 

But of these members, known only to Omni«»cienc5e, wt 
have Scriptural grounds for believing that they are called and 
ttiiited in the Visible Church, the known and sensible oorapaoy 
df believers, the ' household of ftiith/ — And of this the marioi 
of Unity ate ' One Lord; ' ' One Faith ' ' One Baptism/ '' Thott 
k^^est my name, and thou hast not denied my faith,'' said 
Hbe Redeemer to the Angel of Pergamus, at the same tim 
HM He rebuked and threatened that Church, shewing that it 
continued part of the One Visible Church by thia profession of 

Ohristmn Faith '^ This faith'' writes Tertalliaii, '' the 

Ghorch beingspfead for and wide, preserveth as if one house did 
eohtaifi them : these things it agreeably embraceth^ asthougk it 
had even one soul, one heart, and no more : it publisketb, teaok- 
eth, and delivereth th^e things with uniform oonseoft, as if 
(Sod had given it but ohe tongm wherewith to speak. Ht^ 
irtiich among^ the guides of the Church is best bble to speak, 
cMereth no more than this atid less than this the most mapk 
dfoth not utter. " 

TertuUian, I need hardly remind you, refers to the oo». 
tkman of faith in the ApostW creed. But wfaenoe has this 

9f6h(A of opftlr fhith heen compiied ? From the Scriptmea ; 

-^ there is not a' doetrifie, there is liardly an cxpreaaoh, 

which has not been ^ctly gathered only from ihe Divine trea 
sury of Truth, the word of God ! The one faith, therefore, we 
m^ jbst^ied in designadng, to ths^ wfaieh wf% Me hoand tp be* 

X Jo' n x,28. 
f John, i, 47. 
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Ueve and profess, upon the autlMKitj of the Holy SoriptaMt. 
Fan ibis coQcIosion we have the aathority of St. Basil, ^ wb» 
instructs us that ^^ Every woird and every thing ought to be 
xtiade credible or beUeved by the testimony of the Divinely in* 
qpired Soriptorea ; both for the confirmation of good thinga 
aoftd also for the reproof of the evil/' So likewise writes 81. 
Cyril X of Jerusalem *^ Attend iiot to my inventioos, for yoa 
nay possibly be deceived : but trust no word, ualeis tbou dosft 
learn it from the Divine Scriptures, '^ and elsewhere '^ For it 
behoves us not to deliver the least thing of the Divine aad 
Holy Mysteries of faith without the Divine Scriptures, nor t# 
be moved with probable discourses : neither give credit to at 
speaking, unless what is spoken be demonstrated by the Scrip- 
tnres. For that is tlie wSscurity of oar Fateh, which is 
^lived, not from witty inventions, but from the demonstrtttion 
erf Divine Scripture. *' 

St. Jerome ska, on Psalm 89. ''All that we speak, we 
Aiist affirm from the Ho^ Scriptufai. *' And lastly, Theodo- 
let ''Bring uDt to me your logisras, I rdy only apon the Di- 
vine Scriptures.'^ Lst us judge, therefore, the One church if 
that which mnotaifis One Uird, One Saidi, and One Baptism, 
iod let as concede, as we most with these Holy fathers, that 
Ite Oae Faith muc^ be demonstrsted from the Divine Scrip- 
taren^ and then pionoance by what authority does the Charch of 
Thyme dare to decide that other Churches holding the Om 
]au),<diex)NB fuuTH, and the onc baphsm, are severed Iron 
the iUnity^ the Visible Cbufeh, unless they wiU accept also 
flsBiyine'Triit^ that which offinot be found in the Hdf 
SknplmDe, ^odmoi^ assuredly cannot be proved thereby, and ib 
too 3Bttiiy instances is utterly lepugnaot to its plain precepts. 

BiA 6f this iFisibieOhurch there affesome rath^ singular 
^fesqHctefisfiea to which I claim your attention. It com* 
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blnies the good and the bad ^the sound and the corrup 

the wheat sowa by the hand of God. the tares scattered by ihe 
fritid of the Devil * In the visible Church also, those whi*^ 
ite not truly members of that which is Invisible^niay with std**' 
fident efficacy exercise even spiritual functions, and the bldi- 
tedness of the office as a means of CIrace loses nothing by iHfli 
onworthiness of him who administers it t — Now, if it is ntk' 
possible for you to deny that Christ has forbidden the evil to 
be removed until Bis Angels shall separate them at the Laslf^ 
Judgment, is it not monstrous of any particular Church, liki'^ 
that of Home, to pronounce of another that its members arii^ 
not Catholics and not in the way of Salvation, although it dare 
not test that Churches vitility and soundness, by the One 
Faith, '^ as it is revealed in the Divine Scriptures, " and 
ibence expressed in the Apostles' Creed P Submit us to the proof, 
and condemn us if you can, for faultiness of faith, from the 
Word of God,— — Shew us, from the treasury of Divine Truth, 
that we are mortally defective, because we are not subserd^kt' 
to the ambition of the Boman Pontiff. Demonstrate tb u^ from 
this Divine Record of the Faith, that ' whosoever consenteth 
not with the Church of Borne cannot be a Catholic. ' 

Prove to us thence your authority to '^ declare, define and 
pronounce, tiiat it is necessary for every one that would be 
laved to be subject to the Pope of Bome/' Let us see these 
urogant assertions demonstrated, according to that authority 
which Christ approved in those memorable words " Search the 
Scriptures /' of which the Apostle has declared they are profit- 
able for doctrine, that the man of God may be thsotjohlt 
FUENiSHSD, and of which more than one Sainted Father of tha 
Chnrch has written '' Trust no word unless thou dost learn it 

firom the Divine Scriptures/' ^What ! shall not the veij 

Angels dare to pluck up the corrupt until they shall be gath* 

• MAvniBw ziii,47. XI Timotrt U, 90. 
f /oav zii, 10. Rbt. ifl,S. tmit^ i, 15. 



AN EASNEST KEKONSTAANCK. 1^ 

ered to the Jadgment Shall Done of the efficaqr ^ ths. 

means of grace be lost in the iniqaitous ministration, and jet 
the CShurch of Rome dare to condemn aa dead and ca^waj,- 
au entire Church, her sister and equa', upon no better wanrantj, 
than that of her own presumptuous decree, and £or no othec 
f^ultiness than that of resistance to her corruptionSj her tyzaop 
aji and her Auti-Christian pride ? 

The onlj just idea of the uuity of the visible churchy ii. 
tiiat which regards it as combined of the fellowship of manj 
pi^ticular Gharuhes. Thus you have, in the Apostolic accept- 
ance of the word : , 
The Church that is in their house. 

£oM. xvi, 5^ J Cox. xvv 19« , 
I The Church which is in Nympha^s house. 
V . CoL. iv, 5. 

!pie Church in thy house. , , 

Philemon, 11. 

j^^. Every. where in every Church. ,^ 

., . ,, ICoa. iv, 17. 

The Church come together in one place. . ■ .r- 

1 I Cob. xiv, 23. 

^^. ^0 Church communicated with me but ye only. 

PmLBMON, iv, 16. 

Tbe, Church of the Thessalonians, which is in Gbd thA 



I,;., father, and in the Lord Jesus Christ. ^ 

.» ^ ' I Thessal. i, 1. 

'ftie Church at Babylon. 

VJi' ■ •- ^ ■■■■.■■£ 

, , I Pet. V, IS. . ^ 



,. 5Phe, Church of Ephesus ^in Smyrna, ^jsftfgn^y 

ThVatira^: — rof Sardis ^Philadelphia,— — lafi^^J^^r 

, Bey. n, m. • . * 

Th^jBgain we find them speaking of Churches : 

Then had the Churches rest > ^ k r.\^ 

• Adsxix/ 81. ! > ^- ' ' 
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^ , Paul went through Syria confirming the Churches. 

Acts xv, 41, 

All Churches of the Gentiles. 

Rom. xvi, 4. 

The Churches of Christ the Churches of God, 

I Thessal. xi, 14. 

The seven Churches which are in Asia. 

Rev. I, 4. 11. 

All these are described as composing One Universal 
Church, which is characterized as "the Church, "to which 
the Lord added daily such as should be saved. 

Acts xi, 47. 
We find the faithful of some one family, of some one town, or 
someone province,es<teempd in themselves a Church,or Church- 
es, ' of Christ,' ' and of God,' 'in God the Father and in the Lord 
Jesus Christ,' and to every possible extent enjoying the blessed** . 
ness of the Divine Union. While, be it remenbered, above «bA 
byroad this One, Universal, Visible Church, thus composed, • 
there is get a higher and a more heaven)}', the gloriouflA 
''Church without spot or wrinkle, purchased with his blood, 

ovpT which He is the Head for ever " " the Church of the 

Firstborn in Heaven ! " 

The idea of Oneness, under any National or Provincial ^ 
designation, then, is a delusion, purposely disseminated by the 
overbearing pride and domineering spirit of the Roman Hierar- 
chy. The " Catholic Church " — I need not tell you, for your f 

letter quotes these words with little variation '' is asserted 

in the Roman Catechism to be one, both because of One ! 
Faith, and also that it is subject to One Invisible GovenwMV » 
which is Christ, and to One Visible Head the Pope." ^'Tho-f? 
Church of Rome is the Universal Catholic Church, not as it is 
a particular I^ishopric, but as it comprehendeth all believers 
under the subjection of the Bishop of Rome.'* By what right 
does the Church of Rome arrogate to herself tlus absorbing 
power f In the Symbols of our faith, the Apostles ' Creed, of 
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ihose amplifications of the same articles which were adqrted by 
General Councils, where is the word which concedes to anj 
Churcli the preposterous assumption of a right to put forth, in 
an Article to be believed as necessary to Salvation, claims so 
monstrous as those which are here so BLASPHEMOrsLY main- 
tained ? By virtue of what authority has the Roman hierarchy 
dared to introduce a novelty altogether so nnjustifiable and un- 
warranted, as to make that which from Apostolic times has 
stood in the general confession of faith for all believers an 
"the Catholic Church'', be read since the 16th century as the 
'Eoman Cathohc Church f " As if the Roman Church and the 
Catholic Church were univocal and convertible terms, equally 
betokening one and the same Church ! '** 

For in the first place it is not justifiable in the Church of 
Rome to hmit within a particular and provincial designa- 
tion tlie universal Church, which is veritably a comprehension 
of all the members of the mystical body of Christ, as well 
that part which is already triumphant in heave.i, as thai 
wbich is yet militant upon earth. "The whole church of Christ*' 
writes 5>t. Augustine, t " is here understood to be not only 
that part which is in pilgrimage here upon earth, but that pari 
^hich is ill heaven. That, then,which comprehendeth not as 
weiB the triumphant as the militant part of the Church, cannot 
be a declaration of the Catholic church, as it is contained in 
the Apostles ' creed, because no one part can express the 
whole, t** 

in the next place, it will be proper to consider, how the 

church of Christ militant is most correctly characterized 

From the first authorily we learn that the "gates of hell shall 
nob prevail against it, '' % that 'Tiis sheep hear his voice '* \\ anff 



^: Sy. MOftOIl) 

t Aug. Enchirid. ad Lmir. Cap, 56. 
\ap. Morton, 
f HaCthew jcTi, 19. 
i^olmx.8 
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''whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven 
the same is my brother and sister and mother. § ^' By the Apostle 
Paulj we fiiid it affirmed " He that hath not the spirit of Christ 
the same is not hii?.^^ Of that church, against which the gates 
of hell shall not prevail, the godless and reprobate cannot be 
members, because they are not his sheep, hearing his voice, dp 
not the will of His father and have not the spiiit of Christ; tho 

g^tes of bell do prevail against such So much is evident 

from Scripture. But of what materials that Church is really 
composed, the primitive fathers will assist us considerably im 
di(sterminiug. 

" The Catholic church '' says St. Augustine " is so called 
because it is in every part perfect, " and how ? '' only the 
predestinate can not be divided from this body *' Clemens Alex- 
andrinus calls the CathoHc Churdh a " catalogue of just men ac- 
cording to the purpose of God; and a congregation of the pre- 
destinate.t '^ St. Barnard affirms '^ without doubt that the elect 
are the Church of Christ, J" and lastly Gregory, justly styled th^ 
Great,adds the weight of his authority," All the dject are with- 
in the compass of this Church, and all reprobates with- 
out it."1[ 

If this be t\\e correct representation of that Catholic Church 
which is confessed in the Apostles ' creed» how presumptuoos, 
nay how blasphemous the arrogant audacity of those, who 
have dared to add to it the Provincial designation, and to make 
it needful to Salvation to believe in the Boman Catholic Church! 
Is that Church then worthy of your confidence which pres- 
umes thus to tamper with and corrupt the CathoUc trathi 
truly making of none effect the Word of Qod by the tradition* 
of men? 



I Matthew zli, 50. 

* Romans Till, 9. 

t Clem. Alex, Strom, lib. yiii, fol. 15. 

X Bernaid. in cant. Serm. 78. 

f Gieg. in Ptahn. 5. Poenit. et Ub. 28 MoiaL esp. 9. 
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It might almost be apprehended, from the terms of yotir 
]Sditer, that you have fallen into the general conceit, that wheni-' 
ibever there was a Koman Church, it was a Catholic Church, 
Stid whensoever there was a Catholic Church, it was Bomau. 
Vhe Apostolic article, however, of belief in the Catholic Church 

fras published when ? Before the Chuech was founded 

it Borne. The Creed, it is stated upon good authority, was 
(imposed under Apostolic sanction, in the year A. D. 44i 
By that time the Catholic Church embraced the believers in 
Jtidaea, Greece, Asia, &c., but as yet noue in Rome. St. 
Peter, * according to Baronius, passed over from Antioch to 
Kome in the year A. D. 45, and eleven years are said to have 
lapsed between the promulgation of this article of the Creed, 
jid the preaching of St. Peter at Rome. 

' * Of a truth, my dear young lady, there would be some-' 
tlflBg eminently ridiculous, if it were not painfully blasphemous, 
lif'the addition of a word like thisRoMAX, betokening no more 
tliftn a part of time in respect of the existence of the Catholic 
CSiurch for years before the Christian Faith was confessed or 
jftfe'thed in Rome. Painfully blasphemous, I say, when hu- 
man arrogance and grasping love of authority have dared to de- 
iSgtt^de this Roman Church the " Catholic Church,without which 
'^liere is no Salva ion ! " 

- I doubt if you are aware that Bellarmin, and lihewise the 
Jiesuit Suarez t admit "that there is no certainty that the Sec 
Apostolic is so fixed at Rome, as that it cannot be separ- 
aletJ and removed from that Chuch, because there is neit- 
her Scripture nor Tradition to prove this, f" Cardinal Caesar 



*4-^- 



* There is no antient authority for believing that St Peter ever was at Rome: but I 
take it for granted that he was, without disputing at present the generally received 
opinion, though it may safely be asked why the writer of the Acts of the Apostles should 
have 80 minutely related all the adventures of St. Paul down to his arrival in Rome A.D. 
60,and yet should have said nothing of tt. Peter's supposed visit to that city 20 years 
•arUer. 

t Bellarm n. lib iv de Pont. Suarez Sat. vii. 
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goes farther and maintains^ ^^ if the Churchy in a Council, should 
choose ihe Archbishop of Treves, or of any other place, to be 
head of the Church, he should be rather the successor of Patet, 
th^ the Bishop of Rome." Nor still less do I suppose you 
can know it is even confessed " the city of Borne shall undoubt- 
edly be the seat of Antichrist." 

Are you I beseech you to ask yourself safely 

determining, in your selection of a Church, for that which makes 
it an article of faith, that the ^^ Boman Church is the CathoUG 
Church, without which there is no Salvation, " when, by theif 
own confession, the Church is not necessarily fixed to that city 
and Antichrist shall certainly take seat there ? Suppose the 
case actually were to occur, which the Cardinal acknowledges 
may occur : suppose the archbishop of Treves, or of Paris, et 
of Madrid, to be elected by a Council as '' the Head of the 

Church under Christ" what must be done with theartide 

of faith, which bids you believe the Boman Church to be the 
Catholic Church? What I shall those assembled Prelates, bj 
one sweep of the pen, erase so many declarations of by-gone 
councils. Bulls, and canons, and Catechisms, nnd give it forth 
to the faithful that the church of Treves, or of Madrid, or of 
Paris, is henceforth the Catholic church, without which there 
is no Salvation I See then the absurdity, into which we should 
be drawn, if we admitted, as a designation of the catholic 
church, a word which with reference to the past expresses on- 
Ijr a part of the church's being, and with reference to the fu- 
ture has no certain guarantee of its continuing applicability ! 

There is an allusion, in your letter, to St. Cyprian, £pott 
which I am disposed to believe that testimony from this father 
will meet with your attention and respect. I shall have oc- 
casion to refer at greater length to this authority, when we 
begin to examine minutely the foundation for the preposterous 
claims to supremacy made by the Bishop of Bome. At present, 
seeking no more than a cortect idea of the Unity of the 
Church, the representation of it by St. Cyprian will appropri- 
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•tely close the foregoing considerations. " By Christy " says 
hb ^Hhere is one Church throughout the whole world divided 
i& many members ; for the Episcopate is one, diffused by the 
HAKMONious HOST of MANY BISHOPS, and this^ according to the 
tradition op god, is the connected and every-where conjoined 

Unity of the Catholic Church/' " The episcopate is one, 

of which a part is held by each bishop, with an interest in 
the whole. The Church also is one, which is extended more 
widely by the increase of its fecundity : in like maimer there 
are many rays of the Sun, but one light ; and many branches 
of the tree, but one strength founded in the firm root ; and 
many rivulets flow from one fountain, although the number 
<tf these streams is diffused in the extent of overflowing abun- 
dance, nevertheless Unity is preserved in the origin.]: '' 



f Cyprian, de Unit. Beelet. p. t08. 
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If that which Cyprian teaches be a true representation of 
the One Church, thai through the whole world it is divided 
into many members, that its episcopate is one ^ diffused by th6' 
harmonious host of many Bishops/ the next question will be 
how a Church, once in the enjoyment, vitiates or annuls Ket 
participation in this Holy Fellowship, or whether there resicfies 
a(ny authority in any other particular or provincial Church, W ^ 
the Roman, to pronounce and decree the nature of the cominu- 
rfon to be maintained, or the severance of any Church which 
cbmpMes not obediently with the prcscrib(»d terras. For updii 
the right or the wrong of this authority, arrogated by the Sefe 
of Rome, depends the important consideration whether for lief 
rieforms in the sixteenth century and her refusal any longer 'to^ 
admit the paramount jurisdiction of the Roman Pontiff, so long 
usurped in her territories, the Church of England can be just' 
ly judged tn have forfeitec' fellowship in the " connected and 
everywhere donjoined unity of the Catholic Church/' 



'» - 
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T perceive that, in the determination of this question, 
other considerations have been artfully made to bear upon your 
mind than such as would arise fairly from any direct investiga- 
tion of the subject upon acceptable testimony to truth. Ab 
exaggerated notion has been given you of the operation of the 
principle of Unity ; as though amidst all Churches, as all mem- 
bers of the Church, there should be strict identity of observance, 
custom and ceremony, and none the most trifling deviation in 
matters more essential could be made, without disturbance of 
the Fellowship, or wl at is more, betokening that the Fellow- 
idiip has been forfeited. 

Thas it seems to be taken by you as the consequence 
and the proof, that the Church of England has incurred ' dis- 
union, ^ because you believe there have been painful division^ 
and diversities among her Bishops and Pastors I Now this 
notion of Unity is straiued rather too far for even the Church 
of Borne. In that Church, you will soon discover, there is not 
V) perfect a realization of your conception. Be just, I prajf 
youi, in your conclusions. Where you refer to the '^ trumpet 
giving an uncertain sound, and the many painful diversities 
tofd contradictions in the Church of England, I beseech you 
make no rash accusations, without a distinct idea of what are 
the ' diversities ' and ' contradictions, ' which you judge to be 
evidence of our disunion. Because in some dioceses, or some 
parishes, strict obedience to the ritual of our Church is more 

respected than in others, because in one place of authority 

iffiNp is found a higher estimation of the Rubrics and Canons 
tlias amongst his brethren — or because with one parish-priest 
you observe a greater sensitiveneess to maintain Church- 
principles and their devdopment, or perhaps a differ«st 

choice in the use of means to the same end, — or a more de- 

'I 

termined stand for uniformity of practice, or greater eara- 
eetness for promoting a higher tone of feeling amongst the 
members of the Church,— -or, even^ because there may b^ 
some persons^ who maintain that those^ who afterwards lead 
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not a holy life, were not regenerate in the waters of Baptism, 
while others think, with the majority of the Catholic Charch, 
that such are regenerate, though with a pernicious effect — ^be- 
cause you hear more than you discern of these things, ^is it 

becoming to charge the Church with giving an ' uncertain 
sound, ' so that you cannot prepare yourself for the battle, and 
to declare that, convinced by such evidences of her disunion^ 
you must seek another refuge from the tumultuous waters tS. 
heresy and schism ? 

First, in her Creeds, does the Church of England giye 
this uncertain sound ? In her Catechism, which, without doubt^ 
a Mother's solicitude imparted to your earliest powers of me- 
mory ? In her 39 articles, which forgive me if I doubt 

you have ever studied heartily with the word of God on one 
side of you, and some sound Expositor, like Bishop Beveridg^, 
on the other? In her Liturgy, which to use with fervency of 
heart, would be to make so sensible the blessing of so admir- 
able and scriptural a form of devotion in our natural tongue, 
that the last thought would be to seek for other in the truly 
uncertain Sound of a foreign and dead language ? Where is 
this uncertainty, diversity or contradiction in the Church of 
England ? Are you prepared to indicate more than slight dif- 
ferences in non-essentials, in externals, matters of discipline or 
practise, or the more or less positive acceptance of words? 

And if no more, would it not have been well to consider 
first, whether importance may not be attached, by your mind, 
to such things unduly, because not borne out by the Apostolic 
writings, nor by the judgment of the Universal Church. Chiis- 
tianity respects the diversities in human character and dis- 
positions, and no rules so minutely stringent have ever been 
promulgated, under Divine Sanction, other than such as are 
needful for the general harmony and agreement of the Church, 
ao that, without unseemly ' confusion \ ' ail things may be done 
decently and in order/ 

It was the first exclamation of admiration and surprize from 
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tbe ussembled multitudes in JerusaleiD^ when by the miracle 
o( tongues they heard the Gospel each in his native tongue : 
'^ We do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works 
ifi. God ! '^ and just similarly does Christianity's voice find its 
way to the hearts of men, and is comprehended by their intel- 
ligence, though among themselves in habits, sensibihties, natu- 
tsX or accidental customs, they may differ as 'strangers of 
Some;, Jews and Proselytes, Cretes or Arabians.** 

A notable instance of this is offered you by the first Coun- 
cUy which Paul and Barnabas attcMided, and at which James^ 
presiding, thus gave judgement in the important question : 
"Whether or not the Gentile Converts should be required 
to ponform to the strict customs of the Jews. '^ " Known unto 
God '* said he " are all his works from the beginning of the 
world. Wherefore my sentence is that we trouble not them, 
"which from among the Gentiles are turned to God. 1['' — and 
4foiiiediately, by the resolution of this Apostolic Council, there 
Wjas sanctioned that degree of liberty, which allowed the Gen- 
ftile portion of the Church to be free from the observances of 

*tlxe Jewish, a diversity which afterwards manifested itself 

so inconveniently as to occasion the inconsistency and dissimu- 
lation of the Apostle Peter. 

Tiie Apostle Paul also has laid down this important rule ''One 
man esteemeth one day above another, another esteemeth every 
day alike: let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. §*' 
' '■ " Let no man, therefore, judge you in meat or in 

dnnk, or in respect of an holy-day, or of the New Moon, or of 
S«ibbath-Days: which are a shadow of things to come; but tht 
body is of Christ.*'' 



t Acts XI. 11. 
* Acta XV, 18. 
I Bom. XIV. 6. 
t Col. Xi, le. 



1^ y-A^waaajm tuotb, 

y. To pass.frovi Inspired aothority to that wlAch, yoii 6ay^ iM 
nf/^roUed such inQuonoe upon your convictions^ the sattis-ISlc 
Crjrpriaiij before quotedj writesj ** We should not admit the pM^ 
s^nption of custom^ but shoald be overcome by reason: ' Sop 
f eter, whom tiie Lord chose first, and upon whom he bnll 
his Church, when Paul disputed with him on the mibjeol cf 
circumcision, CLAiHfD kothing insolently to himsrlt, vol 
arrogantly assumed any thing nor did he say tiiat he 

HBU) THE FeIMACY, AND THAT IT WAS FIT THAT PaUL 9H0UUD 

COMPLY WITH Hiu in his new and lately devised way. > mU i W 

!l^pr did he despise Paul because he had been a persecutpp^ 

t)ie Church, but admitted the counsel of truth, and readilj jH^ 

df;d to the lawful argument which Paul set forth; thnarle^fii^ 

to us an example of concord and patience, that we should, ^dt 

]pve our own. notions too well, but should yield oocasiodfllljltJlp 

tbose . things which our brethren and colleagues usefu^ BiA 

wisely suggest, and if they are true and lawful, preler^ifieb Aigl 

g^ions to our own.t'* .^-'^i ^^'^crrf: 

^.. The Pope, you are prepared to believe, occnpieviif $r6t(l 

succession the chair of 8t. Peter. Would that the luntltt^df 

the Apostle had £dlen to him likewise ! K the succeMorA of 

St. Peter, emulating his example, rather than nsurpiugia-^^pte^' 

eipnence which he never maintained, " claimed nothing iojkii^' 

leytly to themselves, nor arrogantly assumed any thimg^o^^^ — -j^ 

hke the great Apostle, they did not say that they held< tfad pi»» 

mie^Qy, and that it jis fit that the successors of Paul ahoidtt' 

cojpaplj with them in their newly claimed ways : a''"^ n tf i i t ^ 

^ tbeir Holinesses^^ admitted the counsel of Truth, irod^ritei|^i 

yij^ed to the law&l argument which Paul set iQ(diif^»lA-^ 

th^ followed and exhibited the w<»ryiy *' example of cdncoift) 

and patience, that we should not love our own. jyoHidm 4wJ 

w^lj,'' we should have found them in the ages of the C 8iurdfe 

corniptions, we shoulfd see them in the present d^ ^^^f^mff 

■ ' . ' -. - .. ■■ ■' ' ' . ■ " I i*»"<p*i"^(.'i 

f Ilpiit ad €oint. p. llo. ,. • ^,. . 



iieaflioniily to tboao things wfaieh tbeir birothMs and coUelig- 
IMS bitTe vtsef iiUy and wisdv suggei<;ed> and, if thqraretrnci «M 
IftUffol, prefnrriug their saggef^doDS to theii^ own. " Tbttft {h» 
flaat work of needful rtforination, when by their own eohfes- 
ttOB bo Ofanrah was distempered, would have been promoted 
Ip conooid and peace,and the Charch of B/bme been spated the 
fDOVbus sin of distorbing the Unity of the Oatiioliebody. 
>. I hafo refened first to St. Cyprian, beoaoseyonr lettet d- 
bidBi with appro?al to his authority: but there is an earlier ex- 
«sp]e than his, to whiohl beg now to draw your attention. 
Sor the opinion which you hafe formed and which I apprehend 
hiwboen often inenlcated for the perversion of others, that fh6 
Vattf of the Church cannot be jpeserved without the surrender 
otiAo ifldepcodenoe of other Churches to that in Bome, not 
■jtliimi ^thftsir eiaet conformity in every usage and custom, H 
aotB one Ihait has ever been bome out by the condition or eoti- 
dfiok of ibe GatboUc world. Diversities on non-essential poinitf 
Ibsie have ever been, and yet for all these one Church, so dif- 
fHliffig^fromanotlier, has not been judged to have violated thai 
Vniiyi.fli ibe Church. 

:o iaaasasoiiUa instance <^ this is related by Lremeuir df 
Eol^mrp ibo venerable friend and disciple of the Apostl<^ 8i 
Ukn, 9faA tiuBs the nearest connecting Unk with the Apostolid 
afs* - bsHsut styles Inm " the blessed Polycarp. The ooca^ 
MB; fat HUm aUosion of Irenssuat to the conduct of Polycarp' 
Hm* In the second century there arose a controv e rsy b^' 
Vietor the Bishop of Bome and the Ohutdies of Asia, 
the fnost proper time for the celebration of Easter. 
Oitindies refused to change their custom for the 
sifali;.ii eosrfonm^ to the praetioe of Bome, and Victor undd^i' 
te esseonmiuniaiiethem ■ Fo^ this early stretch 6f ^ 

power, 'l^ivi^ his own notions tbo well,' tlki^ 
bishop was generally censured; by ncftte ittONT' 
fnj s ihly than hf bonwus, one of the Fatherar most esteemed 
now amongst the Papists. Xrenseus wrotdf him in^ ezpostul- 
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^OQ iiomwbicli we galheri not only how such non-essential 
^ifforencea wei^ not then jadged to have injured the ' &ttng^ 
Hithing mark' of being ' one' in the second centuiy, but wbit 
were the sentiments of the Churchy immediately sacoeediogibe 
.Apostles, when Polycarp commenced the Patristic age. . . :> 

Irensus writes thus : 
, ^'But those elders, who before Soter governed the Cboroh 
over which yon [Victor] preside, namely Ajucetus and Pitts 
and Hyginus, with Telesphorus and Si&tus,never observed 4h» 
qustom themselves, nor allowed those who were with them to 
observe it. Nevertheless,aUhough they did not observe it, ye^ 

tjhey PEESERVED PEACE WITH THOSE WHO CAME TO THEK flrom 

those Churches in which it was observed " "And yAutt 

the blessed Polycarp came to Borne, in the time of Anicetftt^and 
there was a little controversy between them about other things, 
they embraced each other with the kiss of peace, not gnoat- 
iy contending about this question. For neither ooald AniccitiK 
^er persuade Polycarp to cease this thing^because hehadlived 
familiarly with John, the disciple of our Lord, and: wit it tht 
pther Apostles,and observed their custom continually : nor on 
^ other hand, could Polycarp persuade Anicetus to observe h, 
since Anicetus said he retained the custom of those elders who 
iprere before him. When matters were thus situated, they com- 
muned t^ether ; and Anicetus yielded to Polycarp, as a token 
of respect, the office of consecrating the Eucharist in iftte 
.Church, and at length they departed from eachother in. peaee, 
as well those who observed their custom,as those who obsenrod 
it not, keeping the peace of the whole Church,t '' •; '• ■ ^ 

Now I pray you, before you suffer the diversities which' have 
been, I admit, unfortunately exhibited by the Bishops and £!bS^ 
tors of our Church, so seriously to disturb your mind, aa ffo 
shake your confidence jn us, answer to your own satisfaction, 
whether any one, or all of these together, has constituted ao 



tr- 



t Fragment. Epitt. &c. tx Eutebii Hist. SccL y, capu 24. 
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ertittdeirabie a cliirersity a^ that here nslated betweisn t#6 <)f the 
€|fflie8l Bishops of the primitive Church. Does thi9 ineid^ilt 
«t'idl4ioiifirm the i<iea that Unity consists in a p^cise adhe- 
«tici6*to the^ same ^cai^tom, ' and so necessarily and so stridiiy 
that all other Churches are bound to resigi their independetfJBe 
to one 'Mother aud Mistress/ whose leading example they must 
iflfidfihly obey f Or does it seem to you so to condemn the 
^liifei^need of practice or sentiment in various dioceses or pat- 
-sdiet^iiere on matters of mere external importance^that you find 
it dneumbent on you to seek the ' distinguishing mark ' of 
^ilgmore perfectly one in the Church of Rome ? 
uoPennit me to dwell upon this authority. Thfs custom^ alln- 
4uBHii>hf Iremeus^ was not one of mere trifling importance, it 
ttiuralvisd seriously the maintainance of ecclesiastical order. For 
.t|ien^BS now, the festival of Easter was preceded by the fast of 
Iient aud the week of the Divine Passion. On the Friday 
<tefore Easter, the Church commemorated the Crucifixion, aiid 
imytbe following Sunday threw off her garb of sorrow and repen- 
^nce, and oame forth with songs of triumph for the resurrec- 
iioniof herliOrd. The consequence, therefore of this discrepancy 
in r^dileat between the Western aud the Eastern Churches was 
iiiat^be whole of this beautiful order was thrown into confusion. 
*.vyc;:PBriiapaiio one custom could so much affect the practice 
0itftyv: of the Ghriatian body as this. For it unavoidably r^ulf- 
^ that (Hie part of the Church would be fasting, while the 

.ofter WH^ celebrating the chief Feast one part would be 

3Q9iu*iii«igiQ sympathy with Christ's sufferings, while the other 
proclaimed his resurrection with psalms of thanksgiving and 
pnAo; ^e consequence of this diversity was this inconvenience, 
tbfttOhiistiaQs^greeing together in all other things sufficiently}r 
coidd QDty if ^njr accident required it^ worship together witH 
eomfoi^ daring the most solemn period of the ecclesiastimd 



think these authorities ought to dispose of the question 
of identity of custom ; or precise conformity of sentiment among 
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tbe VisiMq;>s mi paBtors of the Church of England, when tihose 
|0Dfimehts ihvolye no more than external considerations. And 
vitd this memorable fact before you, I trust you will joitf- 
t^feel that yon are not justified in pronouncing the Unity of 
Ui^ Church of England to be broken, because here some preach 
i& the Academical gown, some, according to the Rubric and 
Canons^ in the Sacerdotal surplice, or for matters of stmibr 
oomplexion. Nor will you be assured, after this, that in Om 
Tapal supremacy lies the authority to maintain such a preeiss 

oonformity in other Churches, for that authority, we ses^ 

was a " new and lately devised way, " which was denied and 
lisasted by " the blessed Polycarp, " the fiuniliar friend of 8t 
John, and of the other Apostles, and again denied and nfj/im 
lebuked by Ireiueos the earliest of those Fathers of theChivsk 
whoae writings have been preserved to us. 

One more authority on this point, and T quit it lor um* 
tter. Gregory the Great, in the end of the sixth centmy, tliaf 
instructs Augustine in that remarkable letter, preserred in Hm 
Soolesiastica] History of Veuerable Bede. 

rhe following question had been propounded by t&e lltt- 
apnaiy to the Boman Bishop. 'Whereas, " he enquires m 
bis second question, the faith is one and the same, why ait 
there bifhebnt custoiib ik difvbbsnt chubohbs ; andwliy 
19 one <mstom of masses observed in the Holy Boman Chufd^ 
aiid another in the Qallican Church V 

Pope Gregory answers : '' Tou know, mj brother, tli» 
enstom of the Boman Church, in which yon remember pm 
W9ie bred up. But it pleases me, if you have found any tlm^ 
etther in the Boman or the GalliciMi, or ant (ma^ CHinuai^ 
i4iich may be more acceptable to Almighty God, you carding 
m^ke chmce of the same, and sedulously teaeh the Chnrdi if 
the English, which as yc^ is new in the faith, whatisoivie ww 

CAK GATHER FROM THB SRVERAL CHURCHES. For things Eltt 

not; tabs loved for tim sake of places^ but (daces for the sake 
of good thiiwi I (%oo$e, theceftoe^ from efeiy Osracai 
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things thtt at piont, nl)gtoai> nprigbt, and hiriDg m it w^n 
made them up in ods mta, let the minds of tb« English bf9 1^ 
ciistoiaed thereto.* " 

It ia not possible for me to iesi»t the temptfttion to iifford vun 
fkrc^trcHentAtioDof the state of the Catholic Cbnrchj ia those 
•^iges most admired bj the advisers whom you have credited, 
aod from the testimony of miters who have alirajs been held )iy 
^e Bomish Church in the highest possible estimation. Thas we 
bave Basil lamenting the aspect of Ecclesiastical affairs, at the 
l.ttercDdofthefourthcenturj, in these melancholy terms; "Bat 
. whet| I came to maturity, travelling abroad, and conversant, 
ju nay well be believed, in many kinds of business, I perceived 
thai -in all other arts and sciences there was the utmost 
jC^oord amongst those who cultivated them jwhilst, on the ooO' 
tnury, in the only Church of God, for which Christ died, aod on 
which Jie poured oat so aboodantly the Holy Spirit, I saw 
nunydifieriDg most widely, not only amongst themselves, bnl 
auo iit the interpretation of the Scriptures. And what chiefly 
uimned me, I found the very Bishops of the Church fixed, in 
sttcb a diversity of opioions and sentiments among themselves, 
CO hostile to the precepts of our Lord Jesns Christ, laceratiog 
with so little piiy the Ghorch of Qod, and so cruelly troubling 
his flock, that aow, if ever, the Anomceaiis seemed to ha^re 
^sen, in whom that prophesy was fulfilled; 'Andalsoofyout- 
' selves shall men arise,&c.' +" 

. Again of the same period the intimate friend of Basil, Gre- 
jnrjNazianzen, thus writes; "The great heritage of Ch)d acquir- 
ed by the doctrine of the precepta and torments of Christ, the 
'noly uation, the royal priesthood, is ill at ease, distracted among 
' ktiE hundred opinions and errors; Bishops are armed against 
^Bishops, people are opposed against people with a furious 
picitemeQt.1." 

• ttOft EcclMiutlainbtarr, In Di 
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Perhaps more directly to the point, as itlies iti our pne^nt 
consideration, is the following quotation from St. Ambrose, 
bishop of Milan. It applies directly to the Church of Borne, 
and merits your attention for more reasons than that it is an 
illustration in point, of the independent right, in those times, 
of even an Italian bishop to follow customs not obediently 
taken from the directing example of Borne. 

" We are not ignorant,'' says the Milanese bishop, " that 
the Church of Borne has not this custom, the example and 
form of which Church we follow in all things : this custoiD, 
nevertheless, of Washing the feet, she does not retain. Behold, 
therefore, perhaps she has declined on account of the mul- 
titude. There are some truly, who endeavour to excuse her by 
the plea, that this custom is not a sacred rite, &c. I desire in 
all things to follow the Church of Bome, but, nevertheless, we 
men have sense also ; and therefore whatsoever is mose cob- 
eectly practised elsewhere, we also are more correct in prac- 
tising. In this respect, we follow the Apostle Peter himself : 
we adhere to the example of his devotion. What can the 
Church ef Borne say to this ?*" 

The Church of Borne was not able to say any thing to so 
inconvenient a question ; and should you ever visit Bome, you 
will find one of the most crowded sights with which she 
parodies the Christian virtues, in the washing of the pilgrims' 

feet in St. Peter's, And yet that Church cannot err — 

She may decline on account of the multitude, as thought St. 

Ambrose She may be rebuked by a Provincial bishop, 

and upon that rebuke adopt a custom she had not retained until 
called to account — declining and not retaining, excused, rebu- 
ked, and resuming, she cannot err ! But this we have St. Am- 
brose's authority for maintaining, for ' we men have sense also,' 
there may be some things more correctly practised elsewhere 
than at the Mother and Mistress Church of Bome,and''whatever 

* 8. Ambros, de Sacram. lib. ill. cap. I. 
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is more coiTeclly practised elsewhere, "we judge with him who 
fearlessly closed the doors of his church agoinst the emperor 
Theodosius, " we are more correct in practising/' 

If we follow *' the Apostle " if ours be the *' example of 
his devotion, '* let not the Church of Rome stigmatize us as 
heretics or denounce us as excommunicate, hopeless and disin- 
herited, if, with her canonized St. Ambrose, we venture to 
enquire : " What can the Church of Rome say to this ? Not 
at least until she has torn that saint *from his gorgeous tomb, 
where gold and silver and precious stone have exhausted the 
lavish art of man to give splendour to the church dedicated in 
his name; not until she lias denied him an honoured resting- 
plaite among her illustrious dead, for an example to ourselves 
and to all who shall dare to question " the Mother and Mis- 
tress of all the Churches, " whose bishop " bears the authority 
not of a mere man, but of the true God upon the earth, t" 
For his has been one of many examples, which we have ventu- 
red to think not unworthy dhes, by which we have been embol- 
dened to judge that " whatever is more correctly practised 
elsewhere, we are more correct in practising V* 

* A different turn of circumitances might have led to a severanre of the See of 
Milan from the Popedom in ths days of St. Ambrose. Perhaps the undisputed preemin- 
eace, which he enjoyed through all Europe was the very means of preventing such a result. 
The Pope for the time being silently bowed before the genius of St. Ambrose, and the 
tttecessors of his Holiness have claimed as one of their most distinfruished sons one who 
would probably at a later period have been one of their most rebellious subjects. It would 
appear that the See of Rome looked with some des^ree of jealousy upon his reputation 
whilst he was alive, though she canonized him when dead. Dead men are no longer 
regarded as enemies by the Holy See, which, in too much of her conduct, has verified the 
words of the Poet: 

Virtutem ineolumem odimus ; 

Sublatam ex oculis quaerimus invidi. 

HORAT. 

f Corpui Jnria Canoniei. 
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(/JIAPTKR IV 



DlYSiaiTIBS IN THE ChUBOH OV BOMl. 



I purpose dwelliog apon the question of precise confor* 
mitjj that phantom of external unity pretended by the Boman- 
ists, not because I judge it^ in itself^ of great importance^ nor 
yet because I apprehend the Anglican Church to be any where 
seriously open to the accusation of diversity; but because mth 
artful plausibility such assertions^ for they are not worthy to be 
called arguments^ which by the scholar and the historian would 
be justly scorned as puerile^ are perpetually employed, where they 
can be ventured, with weak, sensitive, distempered, or over- 
imaginative minds. 

The excitement, already subsiding, under the influence of 
better sense and feeling, which unfortunately prevailed amongst 
our laity upon matters of no more than external consideration, 
seemeti an advantageous opportunity for injuring the Church 
by the dissemination of unfavorable suspicions. The policy of 
the 16th and 17th Centuries was resorted to in this the 19th 
century of Christian truth and civilization. If in those cen- 
turies fiomish priests and Monks were iqiprehended in disguise 
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as Beformers^ preaching the utmost extravagancies to bring dis- 
credit and to throw confusion upon the cause of truths and es- 
caping were afterwards rewarded for such scandalous services by 
the Boman Pontiff^ there is more than reason to suspect that 
no small portion of the Antiromanistic clamour, which men 
fondly believed to be the spontaneous ebullition of Protestant 
zeal^ had its origin in the same artifice and was regarded with 
the same approbation by Kome. 

Thus not only was every petty parochial disagreement or 
Churchwarden-squabble^ magnified^ misrepresented^ and diligent- 
ly made known ; but by Boman artifice and money, and by the 
expert and experienced machinery of the fearful system of the 
Brotherhood of Jesuits, when disagreements did not exist they 
were created ; where they slumbered they were revived ; where 
means were lacking for the unholy warfare, gold, plentiful gold 
was promised ; and where the people were indifferent, they were 
roused by popular appeals into the uncontrollable phrensy of 
human passions. By means the most crafty and base the people 
and their pastors were set at variance and urged into indecor- 
ous collision. A state of distrust ; a rankling sense of injury 
and of ingratitude alienated, as far as possible, the natural af- 
fections of each for other, and disturbed the proper relations of 
shepherd and flock. Then burst forth and convulsed the 
whole land, in extravagant horror of Popery and Priestcraft, a 
democratic determination for the mastery, so as to coerce upon 
the Bishops and clergy an external approximation to Digsent. 
The attempt to maintain uniformity and restore more stringent 
discipline in the Ministry, to develope the latent resources of 
the Church, and to repair the negligence of the last sixty years, 
wias artfully decried as an invasion of the rights of prescription 
and the demolition of the safeguards of the reformed faith. 

So was that revival paralyzed, which seemed to be gifting 
the Anglican Church a short time before with giant energies^ to 
snatch from spiritual destitution miDions dead in unbelief^ and 
miilions duinbering in worlSly bve and selfishness. The rash 
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were vrged into extravagances and dxceaa; the good and th/e 
thoughtfal were confoanded, alarmed and amazed ; the weak 
were scandalissed and fell off from us; the heaitatiug drew 
back j the unbelieving rejoiced aud sneered^ and the Kingdom 
ef Satan exalted in momentary triumph. 

But this was not enough. It was indeed much for dark 
and wily intrigue to gain and much to encourage more lavish 
expenditure^ that a Churchy awakening to consciousness of her 
powers and of her responsibilities^ should be thrown into 
momentary confusion, lest, with an unbroken host of her 
faithful ones, she should trample down the strong holds^ equally 
of iniideKty and of superstition. But from the very aspect of that 
passing confusion there were advantages not to be foregone. 
To exaggerate the evil and its effects — to multiply by the process 
of pure invention the numbers taking part in it : to bring the 
powerful mischief of the daily press to bear upon it, engaged yet 
more earnestly the powers of Jesuitical intrigue, in order that 
weak niinds amongst ourselves might be startled by the seeming 
aspeet of a house divided against itself. Again and again has 
the feminine mind been tempted to dwell in poetic rapture upon 
ideal unity, that unity which should consist, according to the 
representation of the delineator, in perfect identity of sentiment 
tnd practice. And as often with every possible bitterness and 
-«afGa8ln have the exa^erated diversities in the Anglican Church 
^beenmade to tell painfully in moments of weak distrust or 
perplexity. It would be hard to enumerate how many have 
been taken by this plausibility. 

I do not doubt that such fallacies have been speciously 
urged lor grave considerations upon you, as upon other 
rnnioformed minds. So that before by any study or inward re- 
alisation yon have thoroughly known your Church, you have 
:4ieeti penuaded to believe her doctrines to be as numerous and 
'4s confUeting as the sects by which She is surrounded, and her 
flunwtrj.iohdd hardly the same two principles in common. 
While t)n the otiier h»id with nothing lees acquionted than 
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with the internal condition of the Boman Chnioh, 70a have 
credited those representations of uniformity and agreement 
which have made her look lovely before your eyes as a city at 
nniiy with itself I 

The Church of Borne herself has never realized tliis poetic 
idea. The continued struggles of Franciscans and Dominicans^ 
of Jansenists and Jesuits, Scotists and Thomists, Cistertiant 
and Monks of Clugni, the fluctuating discrepancies of Trans 
and Cisalpine controversy, have faithfully contiuued the picture 
of human and carnal divisions from the fourth Century, which 
we have just referred to, down to this date. If it be objected 
against the Church of England, that diversities and contradicti- 
ons have been thrown amongst her bbhops and parsons, we 
successfully retort the charge on the Church of Rome. What- 
ever such facts are affirmed td prove i.i the one case, they must 
prove equally in the other. If they vitiate Unity in the Ang- 
lican Church, they could not leave it unaffected in the Bomao. 

In the beginning of the seventeenth Century there raged a 
fierce controversy between the Jesuits and Dominicans concern- 
ing the nature and necessity of Divine Grace. This dispute 
was referred for decision by Pope Clement viii to a select assem- 
bly of learned divines: after much investigation the Dominicans 
were eported to the Pope as maintaining doctrines more eon- 
sonant with the scriptures and the Fathers than those promul- 
gated by Molina and the Jesuits. Now these subjects were of 
no slight importance. Tbey were not such as any Church 
could regard with indifference, if in her offices as spiritual tea- 
cher she honestly desired to give more than ''an uncertain 
sound.'' For the following momentous doctrines were the to- 
pics of controversy ; grace, predestination, freewill, and original 
sin. Whilst the Dominicans on all these questions were judged 
scriptural and orthodox, the Jesuits were pronounced by the as- 
sembly tohave approached in resemblance to the errors <tf Pda- 
gius. The Jesuits, however, contmued to avert the oondeiimalii0n 
of the Pope for their imputed heterodoxy and to refuse the.dis- 
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<eu98iou to his arbitration. The CoDgregation of Aids was ccm- 
sequeDtly appointed bj him^ composed of fifteen Cardinals^ nine 
prc^essors of divinily and five bishops^ which in three years 
sat SEVENTY EIGHT TIMES ! The death of Clement ia 1605 left 
tills Pope's sentiments unknown and the controversy undetermi- 
ned. In the same year the proceedings of the Congregation were 
renewed by prder of Paul V his successor. This Pope, however, 
declined giving any decision^fearful of offending on the one hand 
the king of France who protected the Jesuits, on the other 
the king of Spain who warmly supported the Dominicans. And 
thus the trumpet gave an ^ uncertain souTid ' in " the Mother and 
Mistress of all the Churches, " the infallible Head in the place 
of Gk)d on earth, afraid of a man, timidly shrinking from the 
exercise of the pretended gift of his infallibility, lest he should 
anger the Monarchs of France and Spain ! In 1640, however, 
the flame of controversy broke out with replenished violence : 
Jausenius's book had been published by Fromoud and Calenus 
at Louvain. For one hundred years there had not been heard 
so deafening an uproar as arose upon the publication of this 
work. The Jesuits were furious ! while the Dominicans re- 
garded it with suppressed delight as a considerable accession of 
strength to their cause. By the influence of the former in 
1641 a prohibition of perusal was obtained from the Boman 
Inquisitors ; in 1642 a Bull of Urban VIII in Condemnation. 
The decision of the Inquisitors and the Bull of the Pope were, 
however, alike disregarded in many parts of the Roman Church. 
The Doctors of Louvain, the followers of Augustin in the 
Netherlands, the Abbat of St. Cyran, and the authors of Port 
Boyal in France supported the opinions of Jansenius not the 
less zealously for the Papal reprehension. Never was there 
dispute more general or more violent than now prevailed in 
the Church of Bome. Learnings subtlety, political interest 
and power were exhausted ; and the combat was renewed by 
r^nrrence on both sides to alledged miracles in confirmation of 
their respeptive views. From 1656 when the pretended thorn 
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from our Savioiur's crown was represented to have worked so 
great prodigies^ to the performances achieved by the bones of 
the Abb^ de Paris in 1731, t lying wonders were deemed the 
most effective weapons for this controvemal warfare. 

In 1653 the Jesuits obtained a Bull in condemnation of 
ibeir opponents the Jansenists from Pope Innocent X. 

In 1656 Alexander YII required from the Jansenists sub- 
scription to a form of declaration. This produced the most 
deplorable tumults^ and the Jansenists suffered exile^ impris- 
onment and every kind of persecution. 

Through the spirited remonstrance of several bishops, 
and the application of Anne Genevieve de Bourbon, this seve- 
rity was relaxed by Clement IX,and the Jansenists were resto- 
red. 

The year 1679 saw this '' peace of Clement *' again ihler- 
rupfed,when Arnaud retreated into Holland, and when all the 
congregations in the Bomish Church accepted the doctrines of 
Janseiiius. 

Again in 1713 the controversy was revived, much heated 
and encreased by the edict of Clement XI. Since that time 
the cause of the Jansenists has fluctuated according to the de- 
gree of influence maintained by the Jesuits at Roman Catholic 
Courts. 

Triumphant against the Jansenists, the Jesuits have not 
escaped in their turn the superior influence of the Dominicans 
and Franciscans. Two serious charges were levelled against 
them by the Dominicans, more particularly of resorting to 
fraudulent practices while propagating Christianity in China : 
1st, with the endeavour to persuade the Chinese that the doc- 
trines of Confucius and of the Gospel were not essentially 
different, and that Jesus Christ had been known and worship- 
ped in their nation many years ago I 21?, that they allowed 
their Chinese Converts to retain the absurd customs and pro- 



t 8«e Paky** remarkt on tht minclei of fke Abb^ Paris in his &»i4ni€tir Im. 



AN BAUriST IBIIONSTRANCB. . 61 

. fane rites of their pagan conntrymen t The^e aecnsations 
engendered a long and violent contest condacted on both sides 
wiUi the greatest acrimony. 

In 1645 Innocent X pronounced for the Dominicans. 

■^ Eleven years after, the infaUible Alexander VII granted the 

Chinese those indulgences of their little pagaii prejudices previ- 

oosly benignly winked at and promised them by Jesuitical zeal 

and liberality. 

In 1661, and again in 1674, the Dominicans renewed 
their complaints to Innocent XI. The dispute continued un- 
abated both in China and Europe until 1704, when the edict 
of Clement XI condemned the Jesuits, and the Dominicans 
triumphed. 

A mitigation of this edict was obtained by <he Jesuits in 
1715. 
c So much for the vicissitudes of internal controversy in 

: the Papal Church, for I will not touch upon the profane discus- 
sions o? the Dominicans and Franciscans, nor those strifes 
'and tumults which made the latter order notorious in 1383 by 
■ the publication of Albazi of Pisa, entitled " the Book of conform- 
ities of St.Prancis with Jesus Christ,'' supporting the blasphem- 
ous phren25y of his order, that their founder was a second 
Jesus Christ in all respects similar to the first, and that their 
institution and discipline coristiiuted the true Gospel of Jesus. 
Neither the moderation of Clement V, nor the violence of John 
XXII, has appeased this tumultuous order of the One Infallible 
Church: and as evidence of her Unity in herself, they exist divi- 
ded as 'Conventual Brethren/ and the 'Bret'ir?n of the Observ- 
ance,' from whom have sprung the Capuchiris and Recollects. 
^. Recurring to the Jesuits, is it possible to forget the con- 
troversies, the accusations, the popular demonstrations, the 
social disopdeis,of ' hich this fraternity have been the cause, from 
the earliest constitution of their order in that Church, which yet 
guflfers, though with so many signs of untjasioess, this moral 
b^fil' Httd repri)»ch to exist in it? That kings and legislatures. 
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charged with the morals and aecuritj, of society^ watchful fof 
the peace and integrity and the very lives of families^ from the 
Monarch to the meanest subject, should have so often arisen 
with the stfong arm of power against so dangerous and insi- 
dious a combination, is hardly matter for our a<«tonishment. 
However useful might be found such i^depts at intrigue, with 
appliances at the same time minutely extended through society 
and reaching, with secret but sure influence, the most powerful 
courts in Europe, it is impossible but that the pernicious prin- 
ciples of this unchristian society should have sometimes recoil- 
ed upon those, by whom they had been trusted and employedi 
Such principles as the following, which if you know any thing 
of the writings of those whom you so ardently admire, yp^ 
will find I here represent correctly, cannot but be inconve- 
niently felt by society, and bring upon their propounders the 
indignation and the determined hostility of all persons, with 
whom moral rectitude and truth are held in higher esteem 
than duplicity, prevarication and evasion of every righteous 
obligation between Man and his fellow I 
Such principles are the following: 



Persons, althcmgh truly mcied and void of the love of 



God, may yet expect eternal life with the spotless Son of thfi 
Holy One, provided that they he impressed with the fear of Di- 
vine wrath, and avoid all heitiotcs crimes and enormities through 
dread alone of future punishment, 

Those persons may trespass with safety, who have a pbjO- 



BABL^ REASON foT transgressing, i, e, a plausible argument or 
authority in favour of the sin they intend to commit. 

Actions^ intrinsically evil, and even directly contrary to 



the Dirdne laws, may be innocently performed by those who have 
so much power over their minds as to join, even ii)BALj.y, a apod 
end with thif picked action, or, to spmi in their own style, who 
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are capable cf directing tkeir inieniion aright. *" 
Philosophical sin is of a very light and trivial na* 



ture, and does not deserve the pains of heU : by Philosophical 
Sin is meant an action contrary to right reason, which is done by 
a person who is either absolutely ignorant of God, or does not 
timk of Him during the tim^ that the action is being cam' 
mitted. 



Transgres9ums committed by a person blinded by tht 



seduction of lust, agitated by the impulse of tumultuous passions, 
or destitute of religious sense amd impressions, however detes- 
table and heinous they may be in themselves, are not imputable 
before the tribunal of God, 

Such transgressions are often as involuntary and 

therefore as little to be held accountable, as the actions of a 
Jtfaniac. 



A person who takes an oath, enters into a contract, or 



incurs any social or political obligation, may, to elude the 

FO&OE of any such OBLIGATION, ADD TO THE FOEM OF WOEDS 

which eay^ress it certain mental additions or tacit reserva- 
turns I 

Prittciples so completely confounding right and wrong, so 
monstrous and atrocious as these, so dishonouring to Chris- 
tian virtue which these men slander in professing to maintain, we 

* Tbd Jesuits being the great means employed covertly, as veil for the conversion of 
nsheretict as of distant heathen, it is not surprising to see the immediate developement 
of this sadly hurtful principle in their recent perversions. Disguise, deceit, prevarica- 
tions, and shameless evasion of the truth, disregard of social and filial obligation, 
and of all former moral ties, have instantly marked the corruption of principle 
emaequent upon the bad influence submitted to by the mind and heart of the 
penrttted. Sodi have been the perpetual moral obliquities that it would seem that 
ib^ gre»t liar from the beginning and father of lies, without loss of time, desired 
to anert, by' such first fhuts, his interest and participation in the conquest. 



54 PEIMITIVE TKUTH, 

might hope for the sake of human nature, had never been seri- 
ously propounded, and believe rather that those, who have so 
represented them, have dealt in fictions. But, unfortunately, 
these doctrines stand upon undeniable record. They have been 
productive of no little controversy in the Roman Church, and 
have consequently not ^escaped under the same silence and 
secresy which otherwise characterise the operations of this 
society. 

For some of these maxims were condemned by a publie 
edict of Pope Alexander VII in 1659, and that relating to 
Philosophical Sin by Alexander VIII in 1690, and these Bulls> 
although they do not appear in the Bullaeium PoNnFiCTJii> 
are industriously preserved by the Jansenists and Domini 

« 

cans. 

I have said it was hardly possible, that principles so 
perniciously immoral should not sometimes recoil inconveni- 
ently upon Rulers who, so long as they were pointed from 
themselves, might find them serviceable. 

Hence the discovery of the aptitude for their own a^ran- 
dizement in Paraguay of that policy which seemed to work 
only ior others in Europe, led to the disgrace of the Jesuits at 
the CSourt of Lisbon. 

In the 17th Century the Jesuits obtained footing in the 
rich and fertile province of Paraguay. They began with 
instructing and civilizing the barbarous inhabitants, and so won 
upon their confidence that in a short time a few Jesuits ruled 
with absolute sovereignty some hundred^thousand^ Indians. 
It appears from the most^credible relations, that they had soot 
exchanged their views of propagating the faith for schemes of 
insatiable ambition and avarice. Immense quantities of g(M 
arrived yearly for the use of their European Brethren, frotn 
several American provinces, where they had property and pow^f, 
but chiefly from Paraguay which virtually belonged to tb^. 
It is evident from later discoveries, which proved the ruin of 
the Jesuits in both Spain and Portugal, that they had esta- 
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blkbed au independeut £mpire in this proviucc, subject to 
their society alone, and whiob by the superior organization of 
its constitution and police could hardly have failed to extend its 
domiuion over the entire Southern continent of America. No 
manner of commuoieation did tliey permit between the Span« 
ianjs and Portuguese in the adjacent settlements and the Indi- 
ans; but inspiring the latter with contempt and hatred of 
Europeans^ they industriously guarded them against even a 
knowledge of the Spanish or Portuguese tongue. In the mean 
whik, as something better to their purpose, they instructed the 
Indians in the art of war ; formed them into bodies of cavalry 
apd infEUitry ; and supplied them with artillery, arms and muni- 
tions. In 1750 it happened that the Courts of Lisbon and 
Madrid settled by treaty the limits of their respective possessi- 
ons in South America. The execution of this treaty in 175^ 
disclosed the treacherous proceedings of the Jesuits : they de~ 
uimed to the execution ; and a war ensued between the Spani- 
ards and Portuguese on the one side, and the Indians, anima- 
ted and ejected by the Jesuits, on the other. The result oC 
tb^ese proceedings was the disgrace of the Jesuits at the Court 
of Lisbon^ and the ruin of their influence at that of Madrid, 
which, when they denied the doctrine of the Papal Supremacy 
under Clement YIII and astounded the Roman Church with 
other doctrines equally distasteful, had protected them and 
averted the Pontifical wrath. 

•■. In France again the credit, power and opulence of this fra- 
ternity had been vej*y considerable. But the development of their 
jH^i(^onsly immoral principles in practice compelled several 
]Pt&s^ parliaments to expel them as a detestable and diabolical 
body, corruptors of youth, and enemies to the monarchy and 
§qml order. The assassination of Henri lY by Jean Chatel, and 
th« writings exculpatory of regicide by the Jesuit Guignard, 
QQk{k|iderSibly influenced the determination of the legislature. 

But subsequently under Louis XII and Cardinal Richelieu, 
^kad a'sa under Louis XIV they succeeded in regaining much 
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of their lost influence. But the war between France and En- 
gland having greatly inconvenienced their commercial affairs in 
Martinique^ the result of a trial for certain liabilities incurred 
there by the society, so injuriously exposed the character of their 
proceedings, that they were henceforth interdicted commercial 
pursuits. The constitution of the society from their own books 
having been subjected to examination, it was pronounced con- 
trary to the laws of the kingdom, to obedience to the sovereign, 
the safety of his person, and the peace of the state. The attempt 
to assassinate the king in 1757, and so soon after the assassina- 
tion of the Portuguese Monarch in 1759, filled up the measure 
of general indignation against a society, whose principles had 
identified them in both countries with such crimes. 

In 762, consequently the areets of the French parliament 
closed their schools, dissolved their society, sold and alienated 
their possessions. From some provinces they were forcibly dri- 
ven without the aid of the usual forms of law; and in a little 
while after the king issued an edict which abolished the society 
throughout France. 

Since that period an acquaintance with the history of Mo- 
dern Europe, will have told you the jealousies, strife, and 
popular commotions, of which the imputed immoral organiza- 
tion and principles of the Brotherhood of Jesuits have been 
the perpetually exciting cause. Suffered at first to reside in 
his individual capacity each in his own diocese, the severe con- 
dition for this privilege seemed needful, before even so the 
presence of a Jesuit could be safely tolerated, that he should 
present himself every six month before a local magistrate. 
But, for the protection of the Capital, no Jesuit was permitted 
to approach it within ten leagues, and for the security of Ver- 
sailles, all the brethren of the order were forbidden to come 
within eighteen miles of that town. The revolutions * in France, 

*For authorities see Mosheim, Eccl. Hist, i v, p. 189, London 1825, and Catechisme Histo- 
rique et Dogpnatique siir les contestations qui divisent maintenant 1' Eglise, publithed 
1730. Ste Tom.ii, p, 26. 
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which have indeed moltiplied these edicts^ have not^ however, 
effaced the TeeoUections of suspicion and dread^ with which 
the Society has ever been regarded bv the French people. 

In referring to these historical facts^ my object is^ neither 
to inculpate the many good and virtuous men whom this Society 
may claim^ nor to hold up to condemnation its teuts or its ope- 
rations. For I have not formed the harsh conclusion^ that all 
the disciples of Ignatius Loyola advocate these evil maxims^ or 
that they are publicly taught in their schools. I judge rather 
with the candid Mosheim ; " As this Order has produced men 
of learning and genius, so neither has it been destitute of men 
of probity and candour. " Sill historic facts are not to be 
resisted, and these have incontestably demonstrated before the 
whole world " that the select few who are initiated into the 
grand mysteries of the society, and set apart to transact its af- 
fairs, to carry on its projects, to exert political talents in the 
closet of the Minister, or in the cabinet of the Prince, com- 
monly make use of the dangerous and pernicious maxims that 
are complained of, to augment the authority and influence of 
their order. *^' 

I am not even concerned in the present argument with so 
much as this. It is enough for my purpose to shew that divisions, 
contradictions and party-strife have and do yet disturb the 
peace and unity of the Eoman Church ; that she cherishes 
within herself the elements of intestine discord, and that history 
bears on its pages — that Rome herself retains in the records 
of her own archives — startling evidences of her own internal 
diversities and hcentious contests amongst her religious orders, 
the great engines of her power and chief Propagators of her 
fiaith. 

Right or wrong, moral or profane, I am now no more con- 
cerned with the tenets of Dominicar.s,Frauciscans, Jansenists and 
Jesuits, than to shew, as I have done from historical testimony, 

tMosheiin, vol. V, p. 19"). 



58 i>ltlMlTIV« TKUTII, 

bow the violences of their factions hare disturbed the harmonv of 
the Roman Chorch^ and for ages denied her the right to tannt 
the AngKciin church with diversities^ until she has healed tho?e 
disorders in herself, and obliterated the remembrance of them^and 
can present us more amiable examples of her unity and peace. 
It comes not with a good grace^ it savours not of the us- 
ual judicious policy of Roman Proselytism^ this urging^ as evid- 
ence of weighty of these accusations against the Church in Eng- 
land. For it provokes us to retort, that we have no parallel to 
those unseemly disorders in her own religious bodies, which 
stand registered in the archives of Rome herself. Let it be re- 
membered that these are not the irresponsible commotions of 
the Laity — these are not the distempered excitements of dissa- 
tisfied bodies of men who have presently seceded from her, like 
the Dissenters in England, separating into distinct communi- 
ons. No: we charge her not with such. For there is ample 
field for rejoinder within herself, without searching beyond the 
pale of her own communion. It is the seed of discord, emulation, 
wrath and strife, generated and nurtured within her own bosom, 
amongst her own children, and like the fabled Dragon's teeth 
perpetually springing up in her prolific soil with legions of 
armed combatants, that disfigures the representation of ideal 
unity and consistency, which she would have men believe realize 
in her, and in her alone, undoubted inheritance of the Divine 
blessing, '' Peace be unto you ! '' 

For in the history of the English Church there is no parallel 
to mischievous factions like these. We retain not, in bur 
Ecclesiastical institutions or orders, one fraternity in constantly 
firowning battle-array against another— one body exhausting art 
and industry, and learning and political influence to damage 
and destroy another its opponent, perpetually appealing, now 
to the strong arm of temporal power, now to the highest eccle- 
siastical judge, to crush obnoxious rivalry. We present no 
societies creeping, crawling covertly, or like Satan erect in con- 
scious strength of evil, grim with terrors, fulminating dennncia- 
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tionsj and urging every acquired influence to destroy. 

Such combinations^ such intrigues^ such damorous accusa- 
tions, and indecorous exposures are yet happily unknown to the 
ecclesiastical orders of the English Church; there seems to be in 
her that active principle of inherent and consistent unity which 
drives the factious and the schismatical presently from e^ en the 
pretension to her communion. You would search in vain for 
the conflicting judgments of our Metropolitans, as you find 
them with the bewildered Infallible Popes of Rome, now con- 
demning, now encouraging, as each faction of its brotherhoods 
struggles into superior influence. You would search in vain for 
an ecclesiastical institution amongst us of which history can tell 
you thai the development of its maxims has so perniciously been 
felt that kings and people, country after country, age after age, 
have risen indignant, and thrust it away as a moral pest, a com- 
mon enemy to social tranquillity and order, and suffered it to 
exist only under such restrictions, as have been judged best to 
disarm it of the power to hurt. There is no example amongst 
us of an Ecclesiastical order of men acquiring provinces, pour- 
ing out their gold into its treasury, and, under the pretence of 
making soldiers of Christ, organizing legions of cavalry and in- 
fantry to resist the power of their state, and to establish for 
thanselves an independent domiuion ; and, thanks be to God ! 
there exists not amongst us a Brotherhood with principles so 
equivocal and suspected, that, whenever the poignard or the 
pistol are aimed at the monarch's life, the general voice of society 
brands it with the attempted assassination; or, when the rightful 

liberty and intellectual advancement of the people would daim 
the sanctity of the domestic hearth and guard themselves against 
spies, intrigues, and under-ground machinations, that society 
must be first expelled from the soil of freedom, or ex- 
ist on it only under that watchfulness of the police and in 
such numbers as will not make men afraid for their libertv, their 
property and their lives. 

Until you can exhibit^ from the historjof the British Church; 
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such examples as these, retained in her communion, forming 
part of her clerical institutions, the accusation of diversity recoils 
harmless from the unblemished sliield of historic truth, and the 
charge sheds lustre, not shame, upon the superior harmony, 
decorum, and unity of our Church I 
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CHAWEE V* 



The Creed of Pope Pius IV, published iu 1564, we are 
told by the Soman Catholic advocate Mr* Butler, has ever been 
cousidered, in every part of the \^orld, as an accurate and 
explicit summary of the Eoraan Catholic faith : and he adds 
moreover, how Catholics, on their admission into the Catholic 
Church, publicly repeat and testify their assent to it without re- 
striction or qualification. 

At that fatal moment, then, when you were tempted so to 
wrong and calumniate the Church, into which you had been 
baptized, as to submit to re*baptization by a fioman Priest, 
and to publish this injurious slander against your spiritual Mo^ 
ther before so many exulting witnesses, if you were not exempt 
ted from the conditions, which Mr. Butler says are required 
from non (Roman) Catholics, you repeated and testified your 
assent without restriction or qualification to this article in that 
celebrated symbol : 

"I acknowledge the Holy Catholic and Apostolical Eoman 



* Charlet BuUer. Esquire, in the "Book of the Roman Catholic Chuxch"in a series o^ 
letters to Dr. Southe7. 
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Church, the Mother and Mistress of all the Churches, and I 
promise and swear true obedience to the Roman Bishop, the 
successor of St. Peter, the prince of the apostles, and Vicar of 
Jesus Christ. " And, after this and other ariicles of the Pope's 
Creed, you added this sweeping declaration against the mem- 
bers of the Holy Chnrch from which you were apostatising, and 
thus fearfully pledged and bound yourself; '^ This true Catho- 
Ifc faith, out of which none can be saved, which I now freely 
profess, and truly hold, I promise, now and ever, most constantly 
to hold and profess whole and entire, with God's assistance, to 
the end of my life. Amen." 

I pause not upon the rashness, on your part, of this fearful 
declaration, condemning the Church in which you were born and 
bred, the Authors of your being, the friends of your childhood, 
and all whom until that dark moment you had ever held dear. 
But as I have not yet quitted the subject of diversity; and even 
purpose devoting another Chapter after this to its consideration, 
I will venture to ask whether, when you gave utterance to those 
unfamiliar words, '^ I promise and swear true obedience to the 
Eoman Bishop,'' you had any knowledge of the controversy 
which has long disturbed the Roman Church on the true extent 
of the Papal authority to which you were pledging, by oath and 
promise, true obedience as to the Successor of St. Peter, the 
Prince of the Apostles, and vicar of Jesus Christ ! " Surely an 
explicit definition of the Pope's powers may be demanded from 
your Spiritual advisers as absolutely essential ; since it would 
be plainly impossible for you to know " fwhat true obedience 
raeans,'^ unless you understand " the extent to which the Pope 
has a just right to demand it. " 

But of a truth we may fairly expect of that Church, whose 
Propagators of her faith presume that they may shake the con- 
fidence of others in their owu by pretending to demonstrate 
that the English Church has lost the witness to her Catholicity 

t Bishop Hopkins on the Church of Rome edited by Rev. H. Melville. London, 1839- 
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by diversity amongst her divines, that, from licr at least up on 
80 solemn a pledge as the oath and promise you so rashly un- 
dertook "the trumpet" shall not give 'an uncertain sound/ 
Alas ! of all vain hopes this would be about tlie vainest. The 
snow-clad Alps have not thrown up more positive division be- 
tween the plains of Italy and those of France than has existed 

between their resoective Churches in their definitions of the 
Papal power, " So that,'' in the words of the Bishop of Vermont, 

"if T designed to turn Roman Catholic to-morrow, and were 
called upon, according to your rule, to promise and swear true 
obedience to the Bishop of Rome, I should despair of finding 
aiiy standard by which to measure the extent of this compre- 
hensive obligation/' 

To make this diversity intelligible, can the prerogative of 
the Pope supersede your obhgations as a loyal subject to the 
English Queen ? Would an interdict, thundered from the 
Vatican against the Sovereign of your Native land, involve the 
question of your obedience according to the terms of your oath 
and promise to the superior of St. Peter " the Vicar of Jesus 
Christ ? " 

Look around you and observe whether " the Bishops and 
Pastors " of the Roman Church are perfectly of the same mind 
on this important subject. Listen whether the trumpet gives 
so certain a sound as to leave even the interpretation of your 
pledged obedience without doubt or questioning, or whether 
the notes of that trumpet, as they have been echoed amidst the 
deep passes of the Alps, have not somewhat equivocated in 
sound and fallen into discord. 

No question has been more debated and contested than 
the limits and extent of the power and jurisdiction of the Ro- 
man Pontiff. "The Jesuits, with their numerous tribe of 
followers and dependants, all maintain that the Pope is infalli- 
ble, that he is the only visible source of that universal and 

unlimited power which Christ has granted to the Church, 

that all bishops and subordinate rulers derive from him alone 
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the authority and jurisdiction with which they are invested, — 
that he is not bound by any laws of the Church, nor by any 
decrees of the Councils that compose it, and that he alone is the 
Supreme lawgiver of that sacred community, a lawgiver whose 
edicts and commands it is " in the highest degree criminal to 
oppose or disobey. || " But these sentiments are not [universally 
admitted in the Roman Church, "for other Doctors of the 
Church of Some hold, on the contrary, that the pope is liable 

to error ; that he is bound to obey the commands of the 

Church, and its laws, as they are enacted in the Councils that 

represent it ; that these Councils have a right to depose 

him from the papal chair, when he abuses, in a flagrant man- 
ner,the dignity and prerogatives with which he is entrusted; — 
and that, in consequence of these principles the Bishops and 
other inferior rulers and doctors derive the authority that is an- 
nexed to their respective dignities, not from the Roman Pon- 
tiffs, but from Christ himself.t " 

But, upon the doctrine of the papal prerogative, be it remem. 
bered, hinges the entire system'of the Roman Church. It is in 
fact the key-stone of the whole fabric. Surely then as a key- 
stone for the security of every other in its proper place it should 
be itself properly adjusted and settled. Do we overstrain the 
consequence of this doctrine or attribute to it greater importance 
than that in which it is regarded by Romanists? On the con- 
trary we are content with the declaration of Cardinal Bellar- 
min. "On this doctrine'' says that writer J ''the whole cause 
of Christianity depends.'' By the cause of Christianity, it is 
superfluous to state, the Cardinal means the system of the 
Church, to which he belonged. On this doctrine thus, accord- 
ing to this great authority, depends Romamst Christianity, as 
much as the stability of the superstructure depends upon the 
^ey-stone of its arch. 

1) MoBheim, Vol, iv, p. 210. 

+ Ibid. 

X Vol. 1, p. 494; ed. 137/. 
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Wbat are we to thinks then, of that spiritual teacher aiid 
witness which shall not have settled the nature or amount of 
doctrine to be delivered on the fundamental article of its entire 
sjdiem? Bad enough to be met at the moment of initiation^ as 
you were^ by uncertainty in the interpretation of your earliest 
promise and vow to your newly adopted fealty; but to know that 
Ukat uncertainty must pervade the whole fabric beneath which 
for more sure teaching you had just fled the Bishops and Pastors 
of your own Churchy to take more assuring refuge^ must have 
been painful indeed. Flying from the ancient edifice of your 
native land^ only^ because there were many who in their zeal 
and veneration would sometimes wrangle how best they might 
adorn the exterior, or purify it within, you found yourself 
beneath a fabric, reposing on the key-stone of one doctrine on 
which ^^ the whole cause " of its Christianity depends ; and 
that doctrine so unsettled, that so far from binding the entire 
building together, it has become the mark of one of the most 
notorious diversities, known in the Christian Church. For if 
ever there was an uncertain sound, it is that which the Roman 
church has given for the interpretation of its Pontiffs supremacy. 
If ever there were tokens of disagreement and want of unity, 
they will be found amongst Eomau doctors in their exposition 
(rf that ''one doctrine'' on which the celebrated Bellarmin 
states, '' the whole cause of Christianity depends.^' I purpose 
therdbre to devote to this diversity the attention which it fairly 
deserves on account of the ''one doctrine'' which it involves, 
Aiid if it should be found, as I apprehend it will, that uncer- 
tainty and contradiction prevail, we shall do well to remember, 
from analogous experience, there is little satisfaclion in that 
fruit which is found corrupt to its core^ and it were temerity to 
sleep beneath that structure when the key-stone or the founda- 
tion is disturbed. 

We will not pause upon those notorious facts wherewith 
history a little perplexes us in any respect for this fundamental 
doctrine under whatever modification it be coramended to us, 



6t* PKIMLTIVK TKUTll, 

Such are the criroes and infidelities of those erring men who 
have occupied the papal chair; the indecorous and often nefarious 
means by which some of them have secured their election; the 
elevation of a boy of twelve years old to that dignity which, 
according lo the Eoman Catholics, made him '^Christ's Vicar" 
"in the place of God upon earih," and the scandalous contests 
between two rival Popes, their depositions, resignations, mutual 
perfidies, and usurpations. For, according to a Roman Catho- 
lic writer, during a Century and a half, the fifty Popes who 
filled the throne '' might be called Apostates rather than Apos- 
tolicd;'' and Bellarmin also tells us thai for about four yearst 
"it was not easy to judge which of three was the true and 
legitimate Pontiff; since each of them was not wanting in 
learned defenders and supporters." 

Also the Council of Basil pronounced authoritatively the 
reigning Pope Eugenius IV to be " disobedient to the univer- 
sal Church, a rebel, a violator of Canons, a disturber of unity, 
simoniacal, perjured, heretical, incorrigible, schism atical, depart- 
ed from the faith, an obstinate heretic &c, damnable, unworthy 
of any rank or title, honour or dignity, and therefore deprived 
of the Papacy and Roman Pontificate V 

Such things are however a little confounding, when his- 
tory presents us so long a list of others of similar character : we 
are a little staggered to find that there has been at least a con- 
siderable section of the Roman Church which has maintained 
the infallibility of its Popes, and that the question whether or 
not the permanent supremacy should be granted, has divided 
its professing members down to our own times. 

But we will not dwell upon these circumstances, whatever 
may be fairly thought their collateral bearing upon the sub- 
ject. 

To the authority of the histoiian Mosheim, from whom we 



t ne Pont. Rom. lib. iv, c. 14. 
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quoted the statement of the diversity which has agitated the 
Eoman Church in defining this fundamental doctrine of the 
Pope's supremacy, it may be objected that it is protestant . Wc 
will not, therefore, rest upon his statement, although it is per- 
fectly capable of proof from other evidential sources. Nor is it 
needful, inasmuch as this diversity may be sufficiently collected 
from the book, before referred to, by the pen of an unexcepti- 
onable Catholic advocate and apologist Mr. Butler. 

I shall take the liberty of quoting at some length the re- 
presentation given us by this writer of the opinions which 
divide his Church relative to the right exposition of "the 
one doctrine ^^ "on which Christianity depends;" and it will 
be then proper to examine a little into the propriety of his 
Conclusions. But without denying those conclusions, for the 
present, I think it will be easy to discover from this advocate's 
statements that there exist at least two conflicting theories 
concerning the papal power which have excited much serious 
controversy amongst Eomanists. 

Mr. Butler thus states the diversities of his Church :|| "A 
Chain of Roman Catholic writers" he says " might be suppo- 
sed ; on the first link we might place those who have immode- 
rately exalted the prerogative of the Pope : on th? last we might 
place those who have unduly depressed it, and the central link 
might be considered to represent the Canon of the 10th session 
of the Council of Florence which defined that full power was 
delegated to the Bishops of Rome, in the person of Peter, to 
feed, regulate, and govern the universal Church, as expressed 
in the general Councils and lioly canons. This is the doctrine of 
the Roman Catholic Church on the authority of the Pope " and 
beyond it no Rjman Catholic is required to believe. " 

For my part I can conceive nothing more vague or more 
open to conflicting interpretation than the terms in which Mr. 
Butler writes the Council of Florence defined that full power 

II Page 104. 
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was delegated to the Bishops of £ome. In the first place one 
expression is metaphorical and may mean just as much and 
just as little as each fancy may attribute to it^ and those which 
are not metaphorical are so general that they may be supposed 
to comprehend quite as much for the Papal prerogative as 
those claim who have ''immoderately exalted it. " When he 
tells us that the doctrine of the Boman Church is that full 
power was delegated to the Bishop of Bome, in the person of 
Peter, to feed, regulate and govern the universal church, who 
can see from such expressions the limits of this power, whether 
in the feeding, regulating, and governing, are or are not to 
be included all the attributes of that supremacy ascribed to it 
on the other side of the Alps ? 

It seems to me, and I venture to think it will do so to the 
majority of readers, that that, which the 10th Session of the Coim- 
cil of Florence has definect in terms so general as these, does 
not condemn either those who have " immoderately exalted, " 
or those '' who have unduly depressed '^ " tl.e prerogative of 
the Pope,'' and leaves " the centre link,'' " beyond " which "no 
JSoman Catholic is required to believe, " quite as indefinite as 
. it was before. 

But Mr. Butler proceeds, and confusion grows upon us as 

. we follow him: " Some opinions, represented by the immediate 

-i. Jinks on each side of the central link are allowed. Those on 

vone side, may be supposed to represent Orsi, and the author of 

the learned treatise entitled Quis est Petrus? who explain the 

doctrine expressed in the Council of Florence, in a maner very 

favourable to the papal prerogative; while the immediate links 

on the other side represent Bossuet, La Marca, and other 

writers, who construe the Canon in a more limited sense. The 

former have received the appellation of Transalpine Divines ; 

the latter are called Cisalpine. I will endeavour*' continues 

Mr. Butjer, " to present a short view of their different systems? 

first premising what the Koman Catholic Church considers to 

be of faith upon this impohtant article of her Creed. " 

When Mr. Butler states that he is about to premise what the 
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Boman Catholic Church considers to be '* of faith^ '* he does 
not quite correctly convey that whicli he seems to have meant. 
For it does not appear how or where there is any voice, by which 
the Koman Catholic Charch has pronounced, independent of 
these two great conflicting sections of her. 

If the Cisalpine school or Churches declare only so much 
to be of fiuth, this is d.-nied by the Tronsalpine, who immedi- 
ately agree that they fall short of the Catholic doctrine, for that 
much more, also, is to be considered '^ to be of faith/' All 
that Mr. Butler could premise, and all that be could have meant 
when he speaks of the Koman Catholic Church as some inter- 
posing authority between the conflicting theories, must have 

been the extent maintained by both just within that point where 
they divide and differ. But let it stand in Mr. Butler's own 
words. He heads the statement thus: — " Universal doCi- 

TRINE OP THE RoMAN CaTHOLICS RESPECTIXG TUE SUPREBf ACT O? 

THE Pope.'' " It is an article of Roman Cat' oHc faith, that the 
pope has, by divine right, first, a supremacy of rank, second^ 
supremacy of jurisdiction in the spiritual concerns of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and third, the principal authority in defi- 
ning articles of faith. In consequence of these prerogatives, 
the pope holds a rank splendidly preeminent, over the highest 
dignitaries of the Church ; has a right to convene Councils, 
and preside over them by himself, or by his legate?, and -to 
confirm the election of Bishops. Every ex;clesiastical ctose 
may be brought to him as the last resort by appeal, he may 
promulgate definitions and formularies of faith to the universal 
Church, and when the general body, or a great majority of her 
prelates, have assented to them, either by formal consent, or 
tacit assent, all are bound to actiuiesoe in them. To the pope, 
in the opinion of all Roman Catholics, belongs also a general 
Superintendence of the concerns of the Church : a right, when 
the Canons provide no line of action, to direct the proceed- 
ings ; and in extraordinary cases, to act in opposition to the 
CAyoNs. In those spiritual concerns, in which, by strict right. 
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his authority is not definitivey be k entitled to the highest re- 
spect^ and deference. Thus far there is no difference among 
Boman Catholics, but hxbb thej divaricate into the Transalpine 
and Cisalpine opinions. *' 

" DiPFBSJENCB BBTWEBN THB T&ANSALPINB AHD CiSALPIlfS 
DOCFBINES ON THE TBKPORAL AND SPIRITUAL POWU OF THE 

Pom/' 

''The great difference between the Transalpine and Cisali- 
pioe divines on the power of the pope, formerly was, that the 
Transalpine divines attributed to the pope a divine right to the 
exercise, indirect at least, of temporal powers for effecting a 
spiritual good ; and in consequence of it maintained that ^ 
supreme power of every state was so far subject to the pope, 
that when he deemed that the bad conduct of the sovereigB 
rendered it essential to the good of the Church that he eboiM 
r^gn no longer, the pope was then authorized, by his divine 
commission, to deprive him of his sovereignty, and absolve his 
subjects from their daty of allegiance ; and that, even on ordi^^ 
nary occasions, he might enfobce obedience to his spiritual W 
gialation and jurisdiction, by civil penalties. On the othet 
hand the Cisalpine divines affirmed, that the pope had no right 
either to interfere in temporal concerns, or to enforce obedience 
to his spiritual legislation or jurisdiction, by temporal power; 
and consequently had no bioht to deprive a sovereign of his 
sovereignty, to absolve his subjects from their allegiance, or to 
enforce his spiritual authority over either by civil penalties* 
" This difference of opinion " says the writer, " exists now «a^ 
LONGBE, the Transalpine Divines haying at length adopted, ojix 
the subject, the Cisalpine opinions. " 

" But though on this important point,'' he continaes, '' both 
parties are at least agreed, they still dipfee on others. /'c 
" In spiritual concerns, the IVansalpine opinions ascribe to tbe^ 
pope a superiority and controlling power over the whole Church, 
should she chance to oppose his decrees, and consequently oyer 
a general Council, her representative. '' They describe the pop e 
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ai tbe fonntaiti of all ecclesiastical order^ jurisdiction, and dig* 

fiity — ^They assign to him the power of" ; "constituting, 

suspending, and deposing bishops ; &o/' "They further ascribe 
to the pope the extraordinary prerogative of pebsonal infalli- 
bility; when he undertakes to issue a solemn decision ou any 
point of faith. ** 

The Gisalpines affirm, that in spirituals the pope is subject 
in doctrine and discipline to the Church, and to a general 
Council representing her; that he is subject to the Canons, frc. 
^^at the Bishops derive their jurisdiction from Ood himself 
immediately, and not derivatively through the pope ; that he 
has no right to confer bishoprics, or other spiritual benefices 
of any kind, the patronage of which, &c. " They affirm, that 
a general Council may, with and even against the pope's consent, 
reform the Church. Tiiey deny his personal infallibility, and 
fadd that he may be deposed, &c. '' " Such are " states our 
authority, "the Transalpine, and such the Cisalpine opinions, 
respecting the power of tbe Pope. Both are tolerated by the 
Boman Catholic church, but neither speaks its faith ; this, as 
I have mentioned, is contained in the canon of the council 
of H(»enee, which I have cited/' 

I imagitvs it is scarcely passible to discover an instance 
of the spiritual trumpet giving an " uncertain sound,'' such as 
you complain of, in the Anglican Church, more extrordinary 
liian that of two great sections of it expressing doctrines so 
completely at variance, and the Church itself tolerating the 
oontradictions, neither of which at the same time, " speaks its 
faith." 

But is Mr. Butler borne out in the use of his expressions 
'formerly was,' 'this difference of opinion exists no longer/ 
and 'the Transalpine Divines have at length adopted, on 
this subject, the Cisalpine opinions' F 

For where is the authority for saying that that difference 
which was formerly, does not now exist? Where is the evidence 
that the Transalpine Divines have abandoned one atom of their 
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notions to embrace Cisalpme opiDions ? Most certainly liisto- 
ric testimony gives us no such assurance. Ami if the prac- 
tice of the Popes throughout all ages, from the reign of 
our John to that of our Ehzabi^th, may be fairly judged to havQ • 
been in accordance with the doctrines of this Church, Mr. 
Butler has been little justified in his assertion that neither 
Transalpine nor Cisalpine doctrijie, although tolerated by the 

Boman Catholic Church, speaks its faith. 

There are then as we may gather from this unexceptionable 
Boman Catholic witness no less than four definitions If of that 
power of the Pope which on your initiation you promised and 
vowed to obey. 

I. The Transalpine doctrine which besides all his other 
prerogatives gives the Pope, by divine right, the power of de- 
throning kings and absolving subjects from their allegiance. 

II. Transalpine doctrine, again, which rejects the exercise 
of this temporal power, but grants the pope controul over 
Councils, Bishops, Canons and in all ecclesiastical jurisdiction, 
and further ascribes to him personal infalhbility, when he decides 
on any question of faith. 

m. The Cisalpine, which subjects the pope to General 
Councils and to the Church, ascribes infaUibility not to him but 
to the decision of the Church in general council approved by 
him and ac^knowledges him as the last resort in ecclesiastical 
causes and his power to act in opposition to the Canons in 
extreme cases. 

IV. The doctrine of the Council of Florence, which Mr. 
Butler regards as the only true representation of Roman Ca- 
tholic Faith. According to this" full power was delegated to 
the Bishop of Rome, in the person of Peter, to feed, regulate 
and govern the universal Church, as expressed in the general 
Councils and holy Canons.^' What the "full power'' amounts 
to, from language so very vague uad indefinite it would be im- 
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possible to determine. It may comprehend the farthest claims 
of the Transalpine divines or it may be confined to the limits 

and Conditions of the Cisalpine. But what it means neither 
Mr. Butler nor any similar apologist have yet informed us. 

We turn therefore to the representations of history. And 
here we do not perceive that we can discover a single authority 
for the Roman Catholic advocate's assertions that these dis- 
crepancies have been at length reconciled by the 'IVansalpine 
divines embracing the opinions of their Cisalpine opponents. 

On the contrary we know that the prevaiUng sentiment of 
the year 1564, when Pope Pius IV promulgated the present 
Roman Cathohc Creed, was Transalpine to its farthest extent. 
We know again that under a subsequent Pope Pius V the Trans- 
alpine doctrine was actually put into practice by the famous 
bull which pretended to depose our Queen Elizabeth and absolve, 
her subjects from their allegiance. 

We have history again presenting us the Transalpine doctrine 
in activity when pope Sixtus Quintus burned that bull. 

Again at a late period in the year A. D. 1682 the clergy of 
Trance were protected only by the powerful influence of Louis" 
XIV, and the support of his Royal edict four days afterwards 
from the consequences of the papal wrath for their cele- 
brated declaration that Klings and sovereigns are not subjected 
to any ecclesiastical powers, by the order of God, in temporal 
things; and their subjects cannot be dispensed from their obedi- 
ence which ^hey owe to them, nor from their oath of fealty, t The 
Pope held before his eyes in salutary warning the example of 
our Henry VITl and determined upon that policy which would 
least provoke the powerful Monarch of Prance. 

Nevertheless the feeling created at Rome by thi^ irritating 
declaration was not soon appeased. ''We must here confess^ 
says the French writer of the Abreg^ de la defense, " that «omc 



. t Airegldela d^fensftde la declaration du clerge d« France, de 1682, introd. 
p. iv. 
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cloudb aro9e between the Court of Borne and France opcHi. tht 
subject of the Declaration of the Clergy ; and tiiat Pope Imio« 
cent XI refused for some time to send Bulls of institution to 
several Bishops named for vacant dioceses. " The Bishops of 
France wrote letters of excuse '^ each for himself '' protesting 
to his Holiness^ that the Clergy of France bad never intended to 
make a decree of faith by this declaration^ and assuring him 
besides of their profound submission to the rights of the Holy 
Chair. '^ 

And so bending to the painful expediency of the moxent^ 
Innocent XI suffered this declaration of the Cisalpine doctrine^ 
by the Clergy of the Gallican church to pass without seveier 
rebuke. 

But this leaves me at a loss to discover where Mr. Butler 
could have recognized the symptoms of the Transalpine Divines 
having '' at length^^ embraced the doctrine of the Cisalpine ; on 
the contrary if there be found any approximation of these con^ 
flicting parties^ I apprehend it will be in the surrender of 
those most independent views formerly maintained by the Cisal- , 
pine Divines. 

Dr. Wordsworth in his very interesting diary in France^ 
I know from personal observation, does not inaccurately state 
the consequences of the present unnatural relations of the State r 
to the Gallican church. The conduct of the government, with 
respect to education, has driven the Bishops and clergy into aa 
attitude of resistance. No longer supported by the temporal 
power, but subjected rather to the tyranny of the secular and:, 
democratic spirit, which prevails through all the institutions and,^ 
legislation of the revolutionary government, the ecclesiastical 
orders have been compelled, by every possible means, to fortijfy. 
their present isolated position. 

As the natural consequence, they have fallen back upoi^ 
spiritual authority, and taken refuge beneath the power. of the 
Papacy. It is not surprising that they should try to mag- 
nify that power, which the force of circumstances obliges them 
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to regard as their fnture stronghold against the encroachments 
of the State. Every day therefore witnesses a nearer approach 
of that clergy, which formerly were foremost amongst Cisalpine 
controversialists, to the sentiments of their former opponents ; 
and if a better understanding be not very shortly effected be- 
tween the Oallican Church and the Government of Louis 
Philippe, there can be little doubt that the extremes of Transal- 
pine assumptions will be accepted and taught by the Bishops 
and Clergy of France. 

However this may result, one thing is certain that by both 
parties a considerable immolation of our reason and moral 
sense would be required before with our eyes open we could 
subscribe to this indefinite vow of obedience. 

Thus for example, if Cardinal Bellarrain were to be taken 
as our interpreter, he has already told us :t 

" Tf the Pope should so far err as to command vices and to 
prohibit virtues, the Church would be bound to believe that 
vices are good and virtues are evil, unless she be willing to 
sin against Conscience ! '' 

If we should be desirous to imitate the example of the 
industrious Brotherhood of Jesus,'' we should it judge highly 
useful that each of us should be bound by a special oath that 
whatever the Roman pontiff should command, conducive to the 
edification of souls, and the propagation of the faith, we should 
execute forthwith. " '^ Let every one, '' we should say with 
the Constitutions, § " persuade himself that they who live under 
obedience ought to allow themselves to be borne and carried by 
Divine Providence acting in the person of their superiors ; that 
they ought to permit themselves to be moved about as if they 
were a Corpse, which suffers itself to be carried and swayed in any 
way you please, or as if they were a staff in the hand of an old 
man which allows him to use it wheresoever and for whatsoever 



t fiellarmin. de Pontif. iv, c. 5. 
§ Const. Ti, c. 1. 
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he likes/' He is to be like soft wax in the hands of his superior 
to take what form he pleases/' And lest there should arise 
some scruples of conscience against all this Wind and soft pli- 
ability, it is expressly provided that the Constitutionst do not 
bind to mortal sin, "unless'' "nisi " (oh! admirable proviso!) 
" unless the superior command that in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, " (God forgive this horrid blasphemy !) || " or in 
virtue of obedienca which is judged greatly conducive either in 
personal matters to the particular good of an individual, or to 
the general advantage," and then "in the place of dread for 
offence there should follow a love and desire of all perfection. '' 
Common sense is outraged, and our estimation of right and 
wrong appalled by these disgusting sophisms, by which the 
bounds of Christian duty are relaxed, and every moral principle 
raad^ as dependent upon expediency or the will of a superior, 
as the metal-vane which turns to and fro with every fluctuating 
draught of the atmosphere. 

I will conclude this chapter by transcribing for your re- 
flection, and for that of all those who like you have been indu- 
ced to pledge a vow of obedience to the Pope, the confession 
required by the Jesuits in Hungary from their converts to 
Romanism. It has been published so lat^y as 1888 by Streit- ' 
wolf in the " Libri syrabolici ecclesise (Romano-) Catholicse,'' 
in the second volume of which, at page 343, it may be found. 
It was publicly prescribed and propounded to the Protestants 
in Hungary, on their reception into communion with Rome 
about A. D. 1673.§ 

" /. We confess that we have been broicghtfrom heresy to 
the Bmnan Catlwlic faith hy the diligence and aid of Fathers of 
the Society of Jesus, 

■ * I !■ I n ■ ■ I III I I III ■ wmtmm^imm^m^^ 

t Parsvi. c. 5. - "^ 

I The Apostle St. James was no Jesuit, when he forbade our thinUng that ire ., 
could be tempted of God. 

J Dr. Wordsworth's admirahlc letter to Mr. Gordon, Rivingtons, 1847. ' 
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//. We confess that the Pope of Rome is Head of the 
lurch and cannot err, 

JIL We confess and are certain that the Pope of Borne is 
ear of Christy and has plenary power of remitting and retain^ 
f sins; according to his will, and op theustino hen down 

10 HELL I 

/Fl We confess that whatever new thing the pope of Borne 
y have instituted, whether it be in Scripture, or out of Scrip* 

If, is true, divine, and salvijic ; and therefore ought to be re* 
^ded as of higher (!) value by lay -people than the precepts (f 
r fiving God I 

V. We confess that the most Holy Pontiff ought to be hon- 
'ed by all with Divine honour, with more prostration than 
at is due to Christ himself/ 



, XI. We confess that the Pope has the power of altering 
ipiure, or increasing and diminishing it, according to his 

XXI. We confess that Holy Scripture is imperfect and a 
'A letter, until it is explained by the Supreme Pontiff, and 
mitted by him to be read by lay-people." 

Such have beea the principles developped by the Church of 
ne. Sach have been the conditions required by the recog- 
h1 propagators of the faith in other countries. I know not 
ither in the insidious work of perversion they arc ventured 
his kingdom as yet, or whether they might not be deemed 
startling^ just now, for those whose moral principles have 
1 cast upon a better foundation; but that your own ei^perieuce 
have informed you. 
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But whatever causes may prevent the pomulgation of 
these precepts in England, there they »tand uublushingly, pro- 
mulgated so lately as ISdS by a Roiuan Cathohc editor, and 
recognized in the Syrr.bolical books of the Roman Caiholic 
Church. I may surely infer, thot by such a church as this, 
which, however it develops the gro»vth of new principles, vaunts 
itself unchanged and unchangeable, I shall not be answered 
thai conditions publicly propounded and prescribed in 16V6, 
and republished in 1838, are not to be held as fair evidency 
of its present teaching. To you, who have, unhappily, com- 
mitted yourself to the vow of Papal obedience, I leave such 
representations of the extent of your pledge for solemn me- 
ditation. May God, in his mercy, give you grace to discover 
the blasphemy and the wickedness, which they express, aid 
to turn from such deceivers and their cunning craft, wherewith 
they lie in wait to deceive, with the abhorrence and disgust with 
which my own mind turns from the investigation of their uu- 
righteous fallacies I 
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ChAPTEE VI. 



DlVEESITIES OF THE EoMAN CaTHOLIC CHrECH IN THE USE OP 

UJAGES. 



Tliere is one diversity, Tirhich the authorisetl teachers in 
the Church of Rome have manifest!*^, so t'lsgrant that it deserves 
our ejjpecial notice. We have dwelt rather longer on this point 
than 1 originally purposed; bat this diversity of the Roman 
Bishops and Pastors 'nvolves a matter of so grave an interest, 
that I think it right th .t it should be pla.i.ly [ ut before you, in 
order that you may perceive with what ^race meabers of the 
Roman Cliurch can persuade you to seek for more certain- 
teacliing in their commUnion, than you have found in the 
British Catholic Church. 

For most assuredly there cannot be conceived a subject of 
greater moment to pious Christians, or one where it more be 
hoves the trumpet not to give an uncertain sound, than that where 
the use of images in worship is commended to us. We have 
the plain word of God encounternig us ai every point, prohibiting, 
under the most appalling denunciations, the making, bowing 
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down to, or worshipping the graven image. If there be one 
prohibition, in the Divine Word, more poeitive than another, 
more difficult to be evaded, more hard to be explained away, it 
is that which, in almost every inspired book, «tondemns idolatry. 
There is no 8in,wbich has more fearful penalties threatened against 
it than this: there is none against which the Holy Ghost has 
spoken in terms of greater abhorrence. 

We are bound, therefore, by our fear of Almighty God 
and our desire not to dishonour his commandments, to beware 
how, by any action or by any inclination of the mind, we ap- 
proach sin so condemned and detested as that of worshipping 
the vain and senseless image. And that church, which as- 
sumes to herself the office of an infallible instructress, is bound 
to speak so clearly and singly upon her use of images that 
every worshipper within her communion may know in what 
degree of honour she holds them, and how far consequently he 
is or is not committed to worshipping them. 

As an outrage against our sense and reason, against religious 
taste and feeling, it is difficult to discern in what the use of 
images by the Roman Church differs from the idolatry of the 
heathen. For all that can be justly attributed to the vanity 
and stupidity of pagan or Jewish idolatry is equally applicable 
to the adoration of images i?i a Christian Church. The terms 
of severe reprc bation in which prophets and saints of old have 
indignantly spoken of the idols of their day, are not the less 
characteristic of the senseless tinselled representations before 
which daily kneel thousands of our fellow Cl.ristains, regarding 
them with all the affection, veneration, thanksgiving i»nd fear, 
of which the most fervent piety is capable. I would desire any 
sober and unprejudiced mind to stand on the threshold of Ro- 
man Churches, and observe the nmiiy gaudy, clumsy, defonni- 
ties which stand enshrined for public worship, sometimes on 
pedestals, sometimes in glass cases, sometimes beneath a glare 
of artificial light, sometimes in sombre obscurity, hewn from 
stone, carved from wood, beaten out from metal, cast at a foun- 
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dry, moulded bj a potter or by a maker of dolls in earlh or in 
Wax. Is there not much before \X9, I would ssij, that involun- 
tarily brings to mind all those bitter and contemptuous ex- 
pressions which in the word of God we have been wont to as- 
sociate with the graven image Is there a word of reproach^ of 
sarcai^m^ of indignant jealousy stereotyped in the eternal word 
of revelation against the "work of men's hands/* vhichin any 
sense a prophet or apostle has used it^ is inapplicable to this cor- 
responding folly? Is there one characteristic in the vanity and 
superstition of pagan idolatry^ which has drawn upon it the 
scorn of God's prophets^ which we do not find likewise in those 
mule a id motio.iless effi;^ies, more worthy of the nursery than 
the Church, which Rome presents to her followers as objects of 
adoration? You may pass shops in Popish coun'rie:< almost 
exclusively devoted to this trade. So many are there exercis- 
ing the craft of Alexander the coppei-smith dependent upon the 
flcurishit g of image-worship, that we are tenpted to a^k how 
it happened, if Cheistianity be fairly represented by Ro- 
man PRACTICE, the Ephesian artificer could be so short sighted 
to his own interest and that of ' the tradtf ' as to persecute a re- 
ligion which would presently substitute for one Diana a thou- 
sand. Or does the spirit of Alexander prevail, and that which 
persecuted an Apostle now govern his successors, forcing them 
to emulate one of the earliest lies that withstood the servants 
of Je.^^us Christ, and to tell tlie^Church that the work of men^s 
hand " fell down from lieaven " ? For we have pictures 
painted by Angels or by St. Luke while tic arti.-it slept, statues 
not less aspiring to divine origin than the celebrated Diana of 
the Ephesians, although such as I have seen do but little credit 
to the proficietRy of miraculous art. 

But, notwithstanding the aliedged supernatural supply, you 
perpetually pass these shops in Popish countries, where, after 
the manner of the. gi eat Ephesian prototype, many an Alexa:ider 
the copper-smith exercises his stalwart art, chiselling after 
some quaint pattern, or daubiug and gilding, in compliance with 
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some ignorant taste, « breathless image to be worshipped by 
those who fear there can be no religion where they cannot see 
the object of their veneration. And presently that which you 
saw under the painful process of hammer and chisel, or rudely 
borne along on the maker's shoulders through the streets, or 
standing with similar wares at his door or in his window, ia* 
viting specimens of his ability and genius, you recognize again, 
set up in tawdry vestments, tricked out by th?^ girls of a nun- 
nery or the children of a school in mimic attire fresh in its 
paint, glittering in its yet untarrnshed tinsel, an object accepteJ 
by the Church, seriously proposed to sensible adults for reverent 
worship, prayer and prostration, in the house of the invisible 
God I The censer waves to it; sweet incense mounts up to 
nostril.' th^t smell not ; the solemn tones of the organ peal vainly 

to ears that hear not the gorgeous procession of priests 

i:i robes of dazzling silver, gold, and needle-work make their 
prostration before eyes that see not ; and all the while thousands 
bow down in breatljless awe before a thing that yesterday rolled 
on the ciirpinter's benc^ to be fashions J, hacked, a!id h?w d 
villi uiallet and cl iscl ! T.e entire pn.rtss i:? de^^cribed Ij 
Isaiah'* wit'i most strikinu: coiueidc'icc; 

" Tkr rar/evter stefhcfh out h's nfle, he marketh li out 

w Jh a li.N'fy hifUi^th if. mUh pfitne^yUivl he ,n vketh if out to'fi 
Ih' '-ompt-s^y a.i'l uii'xd.h d ■tjtiir th:^ figure of a m'n^ accorfUng 
to the ht'untii (ff a ithhf ; fJi.if if. ma// rentiiin in. the house. Hi 
ht\reth hhi) dowi' velars, an/ tikefh the c//pres^ and the oakj 
wlii k h: atie I'fjihj.ietk for hin^ef, ivhih he planted among the 
tre.ifi of the to red \ ht pli^ife^k an ash ant the rain djth jfonr 9\ 

it, [{e h'lnhith part fh 'reot' in th^ fire : ivith part th^td^ 

(f he eatcth flesh ; he roast eth roast ^ and is satisfied ; j/eo.f he 
wtrmrth hl)me't\ ml siiUi^ ^ Aha I I am. warm; I Jf^am se^n 
ike fire I' And the residue lliereofhe maketh a God, er^ Ms 

* Cbap. z, 4. 
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graven image : hefaUeth dawn to it, and worehippeth it, and 
prayeth unto it, and eaith, "Deliver me ; for thou art my Qod!* 

"Wlien we bave seen these iimnimate effigies, borne along 
cue day from the craftsman, the next, almost, in solemn pro- 
cession, where crowds have gone «Iown on their knees, as the 
dumb idols passed, it was impossible not to be reminded of the 
cutting taunt of Jeremiah: § 

** They d^ch it with silver and with gol^l, they fasten it 
with nails and with hammers that it more not. They are up- 
right as the palm-tree, but speak not : they must needs be borne 
because they cannot go : be n^t afraid (fth^m for t/iey cannot do 
evil, neither also is it in their power to do good!** 

But image- worship, whetlier practiced bj' heathens or by 
the Jews, and ceitdinly by Christians, orii;iuates in tlie same 
reprehensible infirmity. It is the result of deficiency in faith, 
and therefore the more reprehensible in the Christian, whose 
first and chiefest virtue should be faith. The infidel-principle 
is allowed to trample over spiritual apprehension, and hence we 
begin to distrust whatever is not realized to the corporeal senses 
by some visible representation. Faith, being the evidence of 
things not seen, is dishonoured and denied by that image-wor- 
ship, which must have its object of veneration pourtrayed, not 
to the spiritual comprehension and prrsuasion, but to the natural 
sight. So that there is nothing more incompatible with the 
life of £ftith in the heart, such as the Christian shoul i cultivate 
it, than that infidel dependence upon our gross senses, which^ 
like St. Thomas, must feel and sea, before it can be moved to 
worship ! 

Was not this the identical weakness of the Jews, when 
Moses had gone up to commune with God in the mount? So 

" § Ghap. :eHif, 13. 
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long as the worker of miracles remaiDed amongst tbfm, and 
their aeuses were assured of supernatural agencies, thej were 
content to adore the Invisible : but those days proved top 8<:vere 
a trial of that faith, whicb is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence of things not t^een ; and the carnal iiature 
triumphing over the regenerate^ they cried out to Aaron ,'Make 
us gods which shall go before u^ ? 

Lactantius's remark upon this incident is ju.^t as applicable 
to the Roman Catholic reverencer of images as to the Israelites in 
the wilderness. " Thej were afraid/' says that Father, /* that 
t ere could be no religion at all, unless they could see what 
to worship. " Idolatry may be traced through every age of the 
world's existence; but wherever discovered, whether amongst 
(jlentiles, Hebrews, or in Christian Churches, we are sure it 
may be invariably ascribed to that sceptical principle^ which 
cmnot realize any active sympathy with the spiritual kiiiffd9ini 
where objects heavenly and invisible hold communion wilb ttie 
believing soul, and which makes men " afraid that there can be 
no religion at all unless they can see what to worship.*'' ^'It is 
written," says the Apostle Paul,t " The just shall live by faith." 
.And elsewhere J he writes " we walk by faith, not by sight. 
This is the principle upon which the religious man maintains 
his spiritual walk acceptably to God. And for want of this 

' . ■ • ' . 

principle the heathen, unto whom "God hath shewed'* "that 
wbicli may be known of him,'* If "the invisible things of 
Him,*' "from the Creation of the world/' "clearly seeni" 
. " even his eternal power and Godhead, " so far failed, " tM 
they are without excuse." But this was the token of that 
failure, they " changed the glory of the uncorruptitlie God into 
AN IMAGE made like to corruptible man. " 



iMiMi 



t Heb. X, 38. 

I IlCor. V, 7. ' " ' 

ir Bom. i»20. 
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If this OQmiption of the fipiritaal principle of faith, fkiriy 
examined and established by the reasoning faculties which God 
has given os, left the Heathen ''without excuse^' and so pro* 
voked God that ''for this cause'' He " gave them up unto vik 
affections/' it is ba:^ to conceive any modification of imagt> 
worship, which can be otherwise than dangerous to the life of 
faith, and dishonouring and displeasing to Almighty God. 

To others, from whom the Word of God has been carefully 
sealed and guarded, the reverencing of molten images may 
offer nothing to shock or alarm them: or, if the Di* 
▼ioe denunciations and the contemptuous reproaches of 
those, who spake of old as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, 
be known to them, they fall back with confidence upon the 
authority of their Pope^ which they presume to be paramount^ 
even when it is in contradiction to inspiration. But tou must 
yet carry with you some of the prejudices in which you have 
been nurtured. It will not be easy for you to shake these 
from you and at once reconcile your conscience to the required 
▼enerati n ii vain eifigies. Some text or chapter, some threat- 
ening of God or some reproach from his propliets will rise 
unbidden from reccdlections of more Scriptural teaching, and it 
will be impossible for you so to silence misgivings, by any 
•obolastic sophisms, as to be able to bow down and worship 
before the work of men's hands with an untroubled mind. At 

such moments, and they will certainly occur, how bit- 

ter will be the discovery that in that Church, to which you 
fled for the certain sound of the trumpet, diversity, casuistry, 
and contradiction prevail, even on a subject so momentous as 
ihat which involves tlie second of God's plain and intelligible 

commandments ! 

Another reason why the Soman Church may be fairly ex- 
pected to > eak out unequivocally upon her estimation of Ima* 
ges is the fact that her u:?e of them at all is an undeniable de- 
parture from the primitive purity of Ihe Christian Services. 
Tor Centuries these dumb idols were unknown in the Christian 
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temple even as a tolerated omameDt: and it is not difficdt to 
trace how step by step this encroaching innovation on more, 
faithfal and more spiritual worship gained ground. Here asiii 
many other matters the voice of antiquity is decidedly agatnst^^ 
her. Boldly relying upon her own presumed indefectible aQv 
thoritr^she has dared to introduce into her own services a coin- 
parative novelty, and bidding other Churches to participate' in 
her sin, she has dared to curse and anathematize by herTrideti- 
tine council all who will not follow with her in that which 
they dread as an idolatrous iniquity. 

We say, then, that bifore she presumed thus to curse anfi' 
devote to perdition Churches less daring than herself, she 
was bound to satisfy every believer in Christ that her practise 
does not amount to a violation of the commandments of her Ood;^ 
that she does not merit, by any similarity in foolish practiise,^ 
the reprehension of God's prophets and apostles, and thaf hef ' 
use of images, her putting up visible objects for the seisdir 
organ to worship, does not exhibit in her the imperfection id- 
the spiritual principle of faith which was manifested by th€f^ 
Israelites in the wilderness. She is bound, we maintain, t(3[ 
shew us, unequivocally and without diversity, and contradicti<ril/^ 
what her doctrine really affirms, because she stands confessed^ 
in opposition to the sentiments and usages of the first pure ages 
and is condemned by the earliest Fathers and by some of hei*' 
own most illustrious Popes. 

Let us examine whether we have not grounds for this allegation. 
" We are plainly forbidden, '* writes Clemens Alexandrinas;, fi 
"to exercise that deceitful art *' — that of making images.: 
" For the prophet saith * Thou shalt not make the likeness of 
any tWng, either in the heaven or in the earth beneath^'- **— la 
another place 1[ the same Tather adds,^' Bat we have no sen- 
sible image made of any sensible niatter,, but^uch an image as 
IS TO BE conceive!) with -the^uBderstandiag. '' 



t Protrept. ad Gentes, quoted by Usher. 
«i Ibid. 
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.. .QngenBi, th^ scholar of ClemeiH^ speaks in tertus of sipailar 
reprehension, " Who having bis right wits " replied he to 
Celsius,* ''.will not laugh at him^ who after such great philoso- 
phical discQurces of Ood or Gods, doth look on images : and 
EiXQEB pr^eseuteth bb feayee to them^ or by the sight thereof 
offeceth it to him who is conceived thereby, unto whom ho 
iiilifiginetb that he ought to ascend from that which is seen and 
is .hat a sign and symbol of him ? " 

.r^ In Lact'^ntius, whom we have already quoted, we obtain 
another authority : " These holy images " says he, " which 
v^Uir JCKN revere, want all sense ; because they are earth : now 
wjiQ is there who umlerstandeth not, that it is unfit for an 
upjfight creature to be bowed down that he may worship the 
eajl^, wluch for this cause is put under our feet, that it may 
be^Jtrodden upon, not worshipped by us ? t" Yet more positive 
iiathe -following passage from the same author: "Wherefore 
1^sp^.jLS NO doubt, that there is no rbuqion, wheresoever 

tbf ns is AN IBIAOB. .For seeing that religion consisteth of 
divmc^l^hings} and nothing divine is to be found but in heaven* 
IjD- thil^; images t' erefore are void of religion, because 
NCmONG that is HEAVENLY Can be in that thino which is 
n^ade of earth/^t 

.> "The Church'' writes St. Ambrose1[ of his own times, 
'* knowefch no vain ideas and divers figures of images ; but know* 
eth the true substance of the Trinity. " 

= ■; 8t«. Jerome and St, Augustine are higlily esteemed among 
fiomanists, and for their doctrine and holv lives have been 
canonised ;by their Church. St. Jerome || thus speaks of the 
praotise of his day *' : We worship onb image, which is the 

• Lib. vii, p srs. 
^ - t DfT. iBrt. Ub. il, 0. \f. 

y^ . , t IWd. cap. 18. 

V Da foga aaeuli cap. 5. 

(I BkcMi. Ub. Vr in Es«A., eap/ W. 
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imgs.of ^ invisible a^d oipiiipot4mt Qod. " SLAvigfntint is 
]pef Qiore explicit : '' It is utterljr unlswfal to erect so^ i^^S^j 
to God in a Christian Chnrch. ** " Thn gentiles" says .this 
father^ '' worship that which they themseWes bare made of gqU, 
and silver. But even we also have divers instruroenta^and* 
Tessels of the ssme matter or metalt for the use of oelebmtifg 
the sacraments ; which being consecrated by this vary mimrisgrr 
are called holy, in honour of Him, who for onr salvation is eerved 
hereby. And these instruments and vessels also, what «2€4l(^ 
else but the work of men's hands ? Tet have ihcat any month, 
and will not speak f Have they eyes and will not aee^f'J)o we 
supplicate unto these, because by these we supplicate unto Qfldt 
That is the greatest cause of this road impiety, that the limb^ 
like unto one living which maketh it to be suppUiMi^ viilie^ 
doth more prevail in the affections ofmiaerable m(m;.'Jt)flmr 
that because it is manifest it doth not live ai aU, it h tw^ 
to be condemned by him who is indeed living. Fot^iiBiigei' 
prevail n:ore to bow down the unhappy soul in that they iiass*^ 
a. mouthy they have eyes, they have ears, they have noeteft^ 
they have hands, they have feet; than to correct it^tfac^i sifl^ 
n:>t speak, they will not see, they will not hear, ihitj wflliidP 
smell, they will not handle, they will not walk/' Prom this test- 
imony it is quite evident that whatever gold or silver the Church 
ntade use of in the fourth century, that gold and silver bad ^^' 
yet been made to t^ke the form of an image, for this eomtpt^^a^ 
of the purity of spiritual worship it remained for the Cbnitll^^ 
Borne to perpetrate t 

In the days of Julian the adoration of images wes yet tuiktiowiP'^ 
Ppr in St Cyril's answer to that apostate, ^we find the^tirsrliy^ 
gument turning upon a deninl of all such idolatry *. f'OttJfiW^ 
Divine natu e," he write% "is capable of adoration, 4«idtte^ 
Scripture hath given adoration to no nature but to that of'O^d^ 
aloi.e''— - — " that, and that alone, ought to be worshippriX-- 
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^^ ^''OlHSl.'^^Epiphftmiui thm iVa well Itndwa story fflostfi^vi 
dCl9U* 4idobar n^ifh wtiicb this Father bipheM the coiniiiencen)en¥ 
dFlhat'^^dmdal which now^ nnder the Roman patronage, ha|' 
l^^oivii to »a lam^table an excess. The incif'ent is related hf 
llteiftdf in his epi^le to John Bishop of Jerusalem, and having^ 
biiiJ'iinMsi^ted bj St. Jerome may be fairly deemed to expre^* 
iSiSiAi^Ui nbt iinacceptflble to thai writor also : 

^^^*'R.£]yiphattias had visited Anablatha, and the following' 
-clirctodtanee, to which I refer : 



■* ^ • .•^. 



■* ■ » ' •■ 



aw -'fjjfit^ there** be writes, "a veil hanging at the door 
c^^^m^ 6hufeh, dyed and painted, and having the image ae it 
"MfSofdhriH or eome Saint ifor I do not well remember whose 
imge it^ieHte. When, therefore, I saw this, that, contaasy to 
nvilxnoaoamr of thk Sceiptu&bs, the image of a man woe 
kekfed up in the Church qfChriet, I cut it, and gave counsel to 
iierieepere of the place, that they should rather wrap and bury 
eeme poor dead man in it f** In conseqaence of this occurrence 
IJ|iiiphanius entreats the Bishop of Jerusalem " to give charge 
ifl^iiM^hr that such veils as these, should not be hanged up in the 
CUmi^/Cirisii'r 



<-,:,* P 



.;-;Tilt langaage attributed to the same Father in the coun- 
c9c<)^lCpU8taiitino]de, and again his argument against the heresy 
ot^^e^CoUyridians who practised Mariolatry^ speak similarly de^ 

cfl|J^j¥iew0.;. : 

" Have this in mind^ " he is reported to have said at 

th% r9oiMM!0i^f betiived Sona^ not to bring images into the 
Cbfi^eh> j^ir into the cemetries of the Saints, no^ not into an 
OK^B^ Iknise : bat always curry about the remembrance of 
G^^ifi year hearts. ** And witii reference to the latter bi^ 
iBBgliag^' is yet more espressive. ^ How is not this course 
idol^tfOOA aild a. deviUsh practise ? . • . And thfff 
truly who are worshipped are dead, but their images that uever 
yet were alive (xor they caauot be said to be dead who never 
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jft were alive) they bring in to be worshipped by a miifljwlng 
a whoring froni the one and only God, &o." So aW St. A-ugc^t 
tin supplier an additional testimunT when he assures u^ ^ tM 
although he knew of many in the Church who were worshipii^q 
of pictures "the Church*' he says "condemns such custp.iQ% 
and strives t ) correct them/' 

We <Q^ soTi?. sliglit advance towards this sup3rstitiQq i^ 
the ag i of Greg )ry, from which we may perceive how IftlJe 
by little, and from beginnings at first innocent, and ui^objei^ 
io V b •, gr< w up that corruption, which in this age, a sca:i4al to 
Christian fait'i, ri 1 a stu n')ling-block to th:^ CJUver^iQu of ^\^^ 
Jews, h:\s attuned its present mjnstrous d.^forraity. " I wohW 
. not have had you to break the i nig.^s and pictures/' writ e^J^tj 
Gregory to Serenus Bishop of Marseilles," which were ^her^^set 
up for ati HISTORICAL USB ; but I commend you for proliibitiftf^ 
any one to woasHiP tham, and F enjoin you still to fyrbij^ifc/*^ 

Thus we have individual patristic testimony ^^Qidfiih 
against the use of imiges, which with Gregory the Qrwlbra^ 
us d3^ii to the vear 601, without images in Churches having 
made farther advancement than for historical use. ..S^-.^fe 
Borne herself through her illustrious Gregory, " forbids ^ny pQft 
to worship them/' .^ 

In the beginning of the seventh ceneury we find thej, 
were somstimjs, though not without exciting the indignation qI 
• at least one Bishop," set there for historical use," but still.prq,r 
hibited to br worshipped/' . .- 

For the consummation of the evil, as we now find it in the 
Romish Church, we must consequently seek in some,pjeriQ4 
subsequent to the conversion of t'le Saxons by the missionarig 
sent over by G.egory for that Christian purpose. So that^ if i)t 
should be maintiiuel that the Church, of which . we ajre^thOi 
descendants, had its origin at that time in the missionary spirii 
of the Boman Gregory, and the claims of the British Cbu^ 
for tlie six previous centuries be utterly rejected, ^till ^ wsfUn 
ship of images was no part, consistently with tbQ^n'^)^^^ 
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Sentiments of the Boman Pontiff^ and covtD kot lave been 
pari of the ChristiaDity taught by St. Augustin to the Saxons. 
We have every riglit to question it as a subsequent innovation 
and eorruption of the purity of that service, which even from 
Rome^ irrespective of the British clergy^ was first iriculcsted 
in our land; Our forefathers did not receive image-veneration 
is part of the system delivered to tliem. We may justly claim 
^en^ of the Boman Churchy that she should speak unequivocally 
6n>o grave a matter^ and before she begins to curse and an* 
athematize us because we are fearful of idolatry, snd startled 
by that denunciaticn vet more authoritative than any of hers 
'^ Cbnfounded be all they that serve carved images/' she should 
make it clear and undeniable that she does not reouire from us. 
as tlie new condition of communion with hcr^ a grievous sin 
i^iCmst God. 

It is impossible for Borne to make out any good case in 
antiquity. Primitive truth is against her for at least the four 
eatliest centuries. Even Pagan evidence, wherever it speaks of 
t^e Christian temple or devotional services, notices t!.e absence 
of images and the peculiar dislike of tliem entertained by the 
followers of Jesus Christ. Whether in apologies to Emperors* 
or replies to heathen opponents, the one strong fact is ever on 
the surface, meeting us in every variety of expression, that the 
primitive Church unequivocally condemned the making, as well 
a* the Worshipping of every kind of image, whether of God of 
His Son, of the Blessed Virgin or of departed Saints. 

The instance of Epiphanius is one, but it is remarkable.. 
for it enables us to conclude that the condemnations, which 
^1^ find general in the writings of the Fathers, do not express 
Wert ly individual or local objections, but the known and esta- 
SK^&I' opinions and practice of the entire Church. For is it 
tb Dfe supposed that Epiphanius would have been so startled by 
flri*"appearance' of the pictured veil at'Anablatha, arid soquickly 
hif^ifegivfen" the rein to his indighailioh if in his time pictures' 
dfitf^ffinfigei leere already satictfonfed by the Church? It was' 
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the nordty of the leardal which aroosed this Christian Tather^s 
reprehentdoDf and the determiiuitioii to prerent the establishing 
of a precedent suggested to him the necefnty of desccratiBg 
even the fragments of the veil. 

In the year 505 a eoondl was held at Elliberis which we 
will suppose to represent the FrimitiTe Cburch ; in the 16t)i 
Century a pseudo-council sat at Trent, which expresses the 
sentiments of the modem '* Mother and Mistress of all tbs 
Churches. *' I pray yon to observe whether there can pos* 
sibly be a greater contradiction than here between the old and 
the NEW Cbnrch. ''It has pleased us'' pronounced the Bis- 
hops at the first council " that pictures ought not to be in 
Churches, nor that which is worshipped to be painted eo 
walls/'— — In contrast with this judgement stands the decree 
of the Tridentine Council, se^s. 25, " that the images of Christi 
and of the Virgin Mother of God be had and kept espedaily 
in Churches. *' And yet you would be made to believe, and 
have been prompted to answer me, that one reason for yonr 
preference of the Church of Romc^ was the contictiou of the 
Catholicity because she was unchanged having always taught 
the sBLCDe things " in all ages ! ** The second conncil of 

Nice in the year 787, convened by Irene the poisoner of her 
husband, advocated the use of images in contradiction to that 

which had been previously held by 358 Bishops at Constan- 
tinople. 

But the error of the Nicene council was refuted and con- 
demned by that at Frankfort convened by Charlemagne in 794, 
and had previously called forth the general reprobation of ibe 
English bishops and clergy, one of whom eminently distinguish* 
ed himself, and also hy those of Italy, France and Germany, 
and was again condemned by the resolution of the Doctors of 
France assembled by Louis the Pious in 824 at Paris. 

I dwell upon this subject, because, whatever may be said 
of image-veneration in the Chureh of Boxat^ i^ looks vei7 lik# 
idolatry, and is so difficult to separate from a reasonable idea of 
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tk^wiliticb U)^ "vrunl o£ -God d«iiouuces^ tliai tlie ver}* gcavity 
x)i^i^e subject marits that it should be cxamiucd in evcrjr pos- 
^ib]^. fv>rm. T^at time or labour will not be unproductive, 
which set us clear either on the one side or the other of violat- 
iHHs-^^oi^^Hfl^^^^ oltho Almighty. 
(ijO J ^^^ there are two reasons why I have a right to suspect 
4f^tA ^baUange their introduction of image- worship. 1. I can- 
^^ \lf^i distrust that practice which was first inculcated by the 
Jlic^t i^ptonuus heretics in the earliest ages of the Church ; I 
CAHmft but call. upon the Church of Borne to tell me without 
i»fpi«try^; how and why she expects the Enghsh Church to 
ft^o0 SQ uaage^ which has no better origin than in the most 
pctTDJ^ous heresies which have scandalized the Church. 
9?7D&r:it id undeniable that the earliest and principal favourers 
p|t)ifi|agB9 were the Qnostic heretics. Carpocrates and MarcelUna 
uqpfyted: this idolatrous heresy intoBome in the time ofAnicetus 
ftfl^pope already referred to. " Having privily made images'* 
^;vEpipbauiu8 and St. Augustin '' of Jesus, and Paul, and 
Isomer, aod Pythagoras, they did cense and worship them " 
-^'f.iijtOfjktA im«^8, some painted in colours, others framed 
ofgpid and divert and other matter; which they said were 
i^esentations of Christ, made under Pontius Pilate, when he 
wts conversant here among men. " In reference to this early 
oouraption we have the memorable reply of St. Augustin to the 
Manichees which I heartily commend to your attention. ^' Do 
iKiir. bring in the companies of rude men, which either in the 
t^ religion itself are superstitious, or so given to their lusts 
that they have forgotten what they did promise to God.'* 
"'Now this I advise you, that you cease to speak evil of the 
Q(LfiHOUC Ghdech by upbraiding it with the manners of those 
MB^ vmoM. she herself condemneth and seeketh every day to 
correct as vaughty children. St. Augustin adds that these 
Uereties adopted images '^ to conciliate the good will of the 
Biganf .^^ and therefore he .says //tlie heretics shew th^selveis 
\5ttepfri6fid8" to* images than we, to' make* heathen idolatot^ 
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The eecoDci reason is that it is uo more than nataral^ if 
the custom had been ever so innocent^ and uot^ as it is, re^iug- 
nant to the Scriptures, to suspect that which seems to require 
the aid of forgeries and fraud to supply the Church of Borne 
with the semblance of primitive authority for its corrup- 
tions. 

For recourse to the forged, the supposititious, or the mu- 
tilated is at all times dangerous to the cause in which they are 
resorted to ; and we may be sure they never will be discovered 
where full and unexceptiouoble testimony is available in suffi- 
cient force. The Church of Rome, and the able writers who have 
advocated it:) corruptions would never have descended to an 
expedient at once so dishonourable and so peril'^us, if better 
support had been ready at hand in the indisputably genuine 
evidence of the primitive Fathers ; above all if the practise and 
sanction of the Church could be traced up, favourably to their 
views, to some period which would set their authority above 
question. No man becomes a circulator of base coin until 
tempted by his necessities, or until in extreme covetousness he 
is set upon requiring more than would justly fall to him. And 
so wherever we find the literary counterfeit, we shall not be 
uncharitable in ascribing to it analogous motives. 

The testimonies claimed by the Eomanists ai*e those of St 
Basil and the historian Eusebius, and the liturgy of St. ChrysQS- 
tom. But weaker testimony than the two first it would be 
impossible to produce, while that from the last is known as a 
convicted forgery. St. Basil argues :!mt Christ is to be worshipped 
equally wit i the Father, because he is called " the express im- 
age of the Father.'^ It will be hardly believed t!)at from this argu- 
ment of St. Basil the Romish schoolman have thought they pos- 
sessed a testimony to the practic3 of image worship, bscause the 
honour due to the represented redounds also to the pattern or 
representation. Bishop Andrewes very satisfactorily dispos- 
ed of this alledgeJ authority in his brief reply : 
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" If tkey can Bheto us 9ucA another imotg$ amongat 
theirs, 08 Christ was of the Father, lee will accept of 
it and warship it /" 



Eusebius happetis to have meationed an image of Ohris^t 
set up by the Gentiles in commemoration of the cure wrought 
upon the Syrophoeuician woman; and although the language 
of this historian is every-where else condemnatory of image- 
worship^ much stress has been laid upon this fact. But what 
is its value? St. Irenseus and several Fathers after him speak of 
their knowledge of images introduced by heretics and the super- 
stitious long before the time of Eusebius. And nothing was 
more likely than that the historian also knew of many such. 
But does he say that it was set up by Catholics ; or even by 
Christians ? No I but by Gentiles. And because heathen ido- 
lators according to their ignonmce preserved the memory of 
Christ's miracle on a heathen female by an image, are we to be 
told that herein is a precedent for honouring the Redeemer by 
similar means? Eusebius does not mention it as an authority 
for images but as a corroboration of the miracle by the Lord. 

Such are the only authorities free from the charge of 

interpolation or forgery. 

I will not occupy you with the forgeries under the name of 

Athaiiasius and other Fathers, now pretty generally recognized, 
and by many Romanists repudiated with shame. 

As an instance of these I shall allude only to the liturgy of 
St. Clirysostom as the only one in itself worthy of serious ex- 
amination. Here it is stated that it is directed that '' the priest 
turn himself to our Saviour's picture, aud bow his head before 
the picture and say this prayer. *' Now it appears a little singular 
that these words should not be found in the original editions 
of St. Chrysostom's liturgy, and equally contradictory that in 
his liturgy this father should have provided fo^ a practise which 
every where el^e the whole tenor of hie writing'^; hasjinerjiiivo- 
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cally condemned. Nor less suspicious did this authority 
appear when it was found acknowledged by one early writer 
with commendable truth and candour, that this Uturgy, un- 
doubtedly begun and composed by St. Chrysostom, was enlarged 
by many things subsequently inserted according to the variety 
of the times. And how this liturgy has suffered the process of 
practical Eoman developement may be judged by the fact that 
several persons are commemorated in it who hved ages subse- 
quently to St. Chrysostom, one a hundred and twenty six years 
after his time, another two hundred and thirteen years, ^' and 
an Emperor is prayed for by name that lived 600 years and 
more after the death of Chrysostom ; for they prayed for Alexius 
the Emperor and Empress (who lived anno 1180) whereas 
Chrysostom died in the last year of the Emperor Arcadius 
which was anno 408. " 

This leaves no manner of doubt how greatly the liturgy of St. 
Chrysostom has suffered by subsequent interpolations; and 
therefore we may reasonably conclude that this testimony of the 
priest to a picture and praying to it was no part of that father^s 
intention who has declared " nothing more vile nor more ab- 
ject than a man bowing himself before inanimate things and 
venerating stones. " 

So much then for patristic testimony. Now let us enquire 
what the Eoman Church teaches with regard to the use of pic- 
tures and images. But when I say ' teaches ' I am conscious 
of an utter inapplicabiUty of the term to the mass of contradic- 
tion, casuistry, and sophisticated evasion which her divines have 
published on this subject. 

But first let us endeavour to ascertain, so far as there 
exists language not altogether equivocal, whether the Roman 
Church does not require her members in some sense or another, 
about which we will afterwards notice their diversities, to wor- 
ship the graven image. 

" It is the doctrine of the Roman Church, " wrote the 
Spanish Friar Boverins to onr Prince Charles, " that the images 
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of Christ and the Saints should with pious religion be worfi hipped 
by Christians, " 

After the Friar Cardinal Cnjetan, the representations of 
God, of the Redeemer, Angels nnd Saints *^ are not only paint- 
ed that they may be shewn as the Cherubim were of old in the 
Temple, but that they may be adored I 

So also the Roman Catechism appointed by the Counc.l at 
Trent requires the parish-priest to declare to his parishioners, 
'' not only that it is lawful to have images in the Church and to 
give honour and worship unto them, foras^nuch as the honour 
which is done unto them is referred unto the thing which they 
re^esent, but that this hath still been done to the great good of 
the faithful, " and that " the images of Saints are put into 
Churches as well that they may be worshipped, as that we, being 
admonished by their example, might conform ourselves unto their 
life and manners^ 

In this country the common impression sought to be con- 
veyed is no more than that images are used as aids to piety, 
to quicken a devotional feeling, to keep the thoughts intent, 
and to give life to prayer and praise, not to thera but through 
them to the heavenly beings they represent. For brought up 
in our prejudiced Bible notions abhorrent of idolatry, to tell us 
plainly that images are to be adored would little coincide with 
that policy, which Dr. Wiseman, and those following him 
li«ve judged it, for the present, most expedient to adopt. And 
therefore as part of this prudential course the commandment 
of God against the worshipping of images has been restored in 
those catechisms most likely to be referred to by the people in 
this kingdom, although notoriously for centuries it had been 
expunged ; and at this moment does not obtain better respect 
in foreign countries. 

That this policy was maintained towards yourself I can per- 
ceive plainly from your answer to my remark condemning your 
possession of a clumsy representation of your Saviour on the 
cross, and vour assertion that ^^ Saints ^^ have learnt more of the 
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doctrine of Atonement from such effigies than from the *' most 
elegant sermons '* ever delivered. I fully acquit you therefore 
of intentionally incurring the entire sin of that image* worship 
which is undoubtedly inculcated by the Bomao Chu^:h. With 
many others in this as in other matters, so far as suppression of 
the truth amounts to positive falsehood, you were delude by a 
lie, by being left to believe that no more would be required of 
you than to use the image as a stimulus to devotion, and refe- 
rence it only on account of the sanctity of that which it repte- 
fented. 

For such purposes the diversities in the Koman Church 
arc sometimes not unserviceable in her cause, because according 
to the tenderness of conscience to be dealt with, this or that 
authority may be applied. 

Thus there is Durand and with him many who follow ids 
opinions, who maintain that images are to be adored only 
improperly, becaase they put men in mind of the persons who 
are represented by them. Against this moderate view sftarts 
up Friar Pedro de Cabrera, a great authority in Spain, and 
pronounces, ''It is simply and absolutely to be said tbat holy 
images are to be worshipped, in churches and ont of chixrches; 
and the contrary is a.i heretical doctrine. Images are truly 
and PBO?£BLY, to be adored; and out of an intention to 
adore themsblvbs, and not only the samplers that are repres* 
ented in them ''; and that the opinion of Durand and his fol- 
lowers is censured by later Divines as dangerous,ra8h,and savour- 
ing of heresy.'' If images'' he argues," are only to be 
worshipped by way of rememoration and recordation, becau^ 
they make us remember the samplers, which we do so worsbipi 
as if they had there been present, it would follow that all crea- 
tures should be adored with the same adoration wherewith we 
worship God, seeing all these do lead us unto the knowledge 
and remembrauce of God ; and God is present in all things. 
But then, not quite in accordance with this judgment, 
Cardinal BeJIannin answers: 
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" The voishipj which by itself is properly due to i^uages 
is aoertain dcpbrfbgt worship which analooicallt and rgduc« 
TiYSLY pertains to a kind of that worship which is due to the 
exemplar. *' "To the images a kind of inferior worship is due^ 
and that oot all one, but various according to the variety of 

jiDfiges I " 

Not so Thomas Aquinas and Bonaveutura : for they decree 

the same worship to God's image as to God himself; Hhe 
fame reverence is to be given' says Thomas Aquinas, Uo the 
image of Christ and to Christ himself.' Not so altogether re- 
plies Bellarmin : it is the same by reduction, that is of the 
^ame kind and therefore divine, but only impebfbctly divine. 
'This worship of inuiges(' says the Cardioal, ' is the same with 
the worship of the example, viz of God or of Christ, as it 
hai^ns, just as a painted roan is the same with a living man 
and a painted horse with a live horse ; for a painted man and a 
painted horse differ specifically as the true man and the true 
^hprse do : and yet the painted man is no man and the painted 
Jwarse no horse.' 

AH this is not very clear ; but it exhibits the shifts to 
K;bich a great mind must be reduced to justify the practice of 
his Church without outraging a lurking and impassible aversion 
of idolatry. Durand, Bossuet, Bellarmin, and countless others 
woold gladly get rid of the unpleasant consciousness of their 
implication in the breach of God's commandment,but to do so 
requires the exercise of no little sophistry and scholastic defitii- 
_tioD, under which their own ideas are not always very clearly 
intelligible. Nor is it possible not to feel, whilst the mind is 
jinravelling the intention of all these scholastic phrases, that 
they are designed rather to defend or to palliate error than to 
elucidate the truth ; they are the re^sourcesof an uncomfortable 
necessity, they are the sophisms of controversy, to use in battling 
the logician, or to dazzle and confound the unlearned, but for 
any. safeguard to the ignorant masses of their people again. t 
the sin of idolatry, or as auv straitforward enunciation of Calh- 
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olic IriUli hcL'oming the Church of Christ, thi'V are just about 
cMs valuable as the uiulcciphered hioroglypliics of an Egyptian 
jn-rainid ! 

Vasjjuoz in 1004 tauglil that the images themselves were 
no otherwise to be adored but because in the presence of them 
luul about them are exhibited the exteunal signs of honour, 
such as kneeling, kissing, uncovering the head frc, but that 
for the INWARD act of adoration this was bv no means to be 
directed to Ihe image, but to the thing represented by the 
image. 

This, I apprehend, expresses about the general idea of 
those who from the Anglican Church are perverted to the Ro- 
man ; but, as we have seen, ii differs from both the opinions 
propounded by the School of Thomas Aquinas and that of Bel- 
larmin at the same time that it exhibits, although under another 
variety, an equally nervous desire to fence with the charge of 

idolatry. 

In less than ninety years after, and under the authority of 
the papal see, the Cardinal Capissuchi published a decided de- 
nial of this judgement of Don Vasquez ; ^' because '^ as he ar- 
gues, " by asserting that the inward act of the adorer termin- 
ated with the thing represented by the image, it asserts that 
THE IMAGES thcmselvcs are not truly and properly to be 
adored : " and thus the opinion of Vasquez was repudi- 
ated. 

After this decision came others, maintaining that an 
inferior or honorary respect only is to be rendered to images : 
then again that veneration is to be paid to them conjointly 
with the object they represent. A little later we come down to 
Bellarmin and numerous doctors with him, asserting, in addi- 
tion to the declarations already quoted, that ''the image may 
by accident be worshipped with the same worship as the object 
or exemplar, when the exemplar is considered as shining forth 
in the image ." 

Slightly varying from this Theologian we have Cardinal 
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Logons opinion teachings A. D. 1644^ that the image and its 
objects are to be adored as two distinct objects of adoration ; 
as^ when a man sees the son of his £riend^ he ai the same time 
loves both the father and the son^ not together with the very 
same love yet both directly : the son for the father's sake^ and 
the neither accidentally upon the son's bringing him to remem- 
brance. Thus^ he continues^ when a Christian sees the image 
of Christy he calls his blessed Saviour to mind, and di- 
rectly worships the image for Christ's sake and Christ for his 
own. 

The sentiments of the celebrated Bossnet were of this 
school. But, shewing how little they were acceptable to Autho- 
rity, the publication of them brought the writer under censure, 
and this portion of his book was very speedily suppressed. 
'' The Church of Some^ '* he said, " does not so much honour 
the image of the Apostle or martyr, as the Apostle or martyr in 
the presence of the image. ^* 

But this opinion^ as we have seen, is not in accordance with 
that of Eiiar Pedro, Thomas Aquinas, or Yasquez, nor even 
that dl Bellanmn ; and it is directly encountered by the declara- 
tion of Nadantus, published at Venice in 1667. " It must be 
confessed '^ said this witness *^ that the faithful in the Church do 
not only adore before the images (as some peradventure would 
cautiously speak) but also adore the image itself, without what 
scruj^e you will: yea, they do reverence it with the same 
worship wherewith they do the thing that is represented there- 
by ; '' and for once we have two authorities in the Eoman 
Church giving expression to the same opinions, the Cardinal 
Capissuchi aCBrming, like Naclantus, that '' all Catholics, i. e. 
Bomanists, do agree that images are to be worshipped and are 
rightly worshipped by the faithful: '' — ''the image of Christ is 
absolutely and simply to he adored with the sattie adoration with 
which Christ is adored ; the same adoration, which is given to 
Christ, ought to be given to his image also. '* 

To these I must not omit to add the consecration of the 
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Agnus Dei quoted from the Boman ritual by archbishop Wake. 
" Bless and sanctify these blessed things that thxough the 
TENERATiON AND HOKOUR of them, the CEiMis of US thj ser- 
rants may be blotted out. " 

Concerning the nature of the veneration due to images 
according to these authorities^ there encounter us these numer- 
ous and contradictory terms, not less di£ficult for the nnscbo- 
lastic to understand, than for the scholar to reconcile with each 
other by any right interpretation. 

Images are to be worshipped, * improperly' ; — 'proped; ;' 
— truly, — and accidentally, — directly — indirectly, -^ analogi- 
cally — and reductively — as " putting men in mind of the per- 
sons who are represented by them ; " " as out of an intention 
to adore themselves ; " " not only the samples re|ures^ted by 
them ; " " not " by way of rememoration and recordation " no^ 
''because they make us remember the samplers." But it is 
" an imperfect worsliip " — "a kind of that worship which is 
done to the exemplar; " " a kind of inferior worship;" *'vari- 
ous;" "according to the variety of images." Nevertheless "the 
same worship to Ood's image as to God himself. " Yet only 
as a painted man is the same with a living man, " '' as a painted 
man or a painted horse differ specifically. " "They are not to 
be adored otherwise than because about them and in their pr^ 
sence the external signs are exhibited ; ^' " the inward act of 
adoration is to be by no means directed to the image ; but to tbe 
thing represented by the image. " Again " the inward act is not 
to be asserted terminated with the thing represented: " *' images 
are not to be asserted to be not truly and not properly adored, " 
" only conjointly with the object they represent, " " by acd- 
deut with the same worship ; " "as two distinct objects of ado- 
ration, " " as when a man sees his friend's son ; " " not toge- 
ther with the very same " "yet directly, " and ' accidentaQyi' 
" not so much the image as the apostle or Martyr in the pre- 
sence of the image" ; " not only before the images, " "bnt 
the image itself, " " without scruple ; " " rightly worship- 
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ped *' " absolutely '' " and simply ; '^ " with the same ado- 
ration which is given to Christ ought the image of Christ to be 
worshipped; *' '* and not as some would peradventure cauti- 
ously speak. '^ And finally as " blessed things '* with that 
honour and veneration of them " which will gain from heaven 
^ that the crimes'' of the '^ servants'' of Christ " may be blot- 
ted out. " 

Is it possible for a plain understanding to make any thing 
sensible and consistent ont of all this tortuous and contradic- 
tory jargon ? Is it not mockery to speak of taking refuge in 
a church for more single and 'positive teachings when on so 
important an article of practical piety you are met by quibbling 
expedients such as these, where in their own uncertainty an 2 
confasion, like men escaping in the dark, one learned bishop 
and pastor jostles with another, and fairly throws him over, in 
his own eagerness to make his way to the light f And this for- 
sooth is the teaching of a Church claiming, to be esteemed 
infallible, tliis the *' certain sound" of that spiritual trumpet 
wliich is perpetually breathing the notes of war, defiance, and 
everlasting destruction to all who will not follow without scru- 
ple in her idolatrous practices ! and these are they who, not ag- 
reed among themselves, what ought to be taught, and what 
beKeved ' as of faith' in the fundamental doctrines of their 
Chnrch, manifest the egregious impudence of trying the Catho- 
licity of a Church by the singleness of her instruction in all 
times and in all places. 

Before I dismiss this subject, there is a passage in Bishop 
Taylor's works, which, while referring to them for some of the 
authorities above quoted, struck me as so just and forcible an 
iHustration of the confused and perplexing subtleties main- 
tained by Romanists, that I cannot resist transcribing it for your 
perusal. 

''The worship of images'^ he concludes from Bellarmin'*^ 
illustration of the painted man and the painted horse, ''is but 
the image of worship; hypocrisy and dissimulation all the way ; 
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nothiug real, but imaginative and fantastical; and indeed 
though this gives but a very ill account of the agreement of 
Bellarmin with their Saints, Thomas and Bonaventursiy yet it is 
the best way to avoid idolatry because they give no real worship 
to images ; but then on the other side how do they mock Ood 
and Christ, by offering to them that which is nothing; by pre- 
tending to honour them by honouring their images; when the 
honour they do give to images, is itself but imaginary^ and po 
more of reality in it than there is of human nature in the pic- 
ture of a man I However if you will not commit downr^t 
idolatry, as some of their Saints teach you, then you must be 
careful to observe these plain distinctions, and first be sure to 
remember that when you worship an image, you do it not ma- 
terially but formally; not as it is of such a substance, but as it 
is a sign ; next take care that you observe what sort of an 
image it is, and then proportion your right kind to it, that yoo 
do not give ' latria ' to that where ' hyperdulia ' is only due : 
and be careful that, if ' dulia * only be due, your worship be 
not ' hyperduUcal I In the '^ next place consid^ that the war- 
ship to your image is intransitive but in few cases, and accord- 
ing but to a few doctors ; and therefore when you have got all 
these cases together, be sure that in all other cases it be tran- 
sitive. But then when the worship is passed on to the exem- 
plar, you mast consider, that if it be of the same kind with 
that which is due to the example, yet it must be an imperfect 
piece of worship, though the kind be perfect ; and that it is but 
analogical, and it is reductive, and it is not absolute, not sim- 
ple, not by itself; not by any act to the image distinct from 
that wb'ch is to the example, but one and the same individual 
act, with one inteation, as to the supreme kind, thongh with 
some little variety, if the kinds be differing. Now by these 
easy, ready, clear, and necessary distinctions and rules, and 
cases, the people being fully and perfectly instructed, there is 

no possibility that the worship of images should be against the 
second commandment which does not forbid worship that is tran- 
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sitive^ redact^ accidental^ consequential, analogical^ and byper- 
dolical^ and this is all that the Church of Rome does by her 
wisest doctors teach now-a-days. But now after all this, the 
easiest way of all certainly is to worship no images^ iu no 
manner of way^ and trouble the people's heads with no distinc- 
tion ; for by these no man can ever be at peace^ or understand 
the commandment^ which without these laborious devices (by 
which they confess the guilt of the commandment does lie a 
littie too heavy upon them) would most easily by every man and 
eyery woman be plainly and properly understood. '^ ^ 

The words of the calumniated Archbishop Laud may be 
appropiately quoted here. They occur in his answer to Fisher^ 
§. 83^ conaid. 7. ''For adoration of images ^^ says that per- 
secuted and misrepresented Anglican, " the ancient Church knew 
it not. And the modern Church of Some is too like to pagan- 
ism in the practice of it, and driven to scarce intelligible sub- 
tleties in her servants' writings that defend it and this without 
any care had of millions of souls, unable to understand her sub- 
tleties. '^ And again: " What, I pray, did or could any pagan 
priest say more than this ? For the proposition resolved is this: 
'The images of Christ and the Saints, as they represent their 
examplars, have Deity or Divinity in them.' And now I pray, 
A C, do you be judge whether this proposition do not teach 
IDOLATST, and whether the modem Church of Bome be not 
grown too like paganism in this point. " 

Such are some of the diversities which exist in the Bo- 
mish Church, and only some ; for it would be impossible to af- 
ford more than a few examples: and be it remembered herein 
are not merely the differences of individual Bishops or Pastors, 
but the opinions quoted are those of parties and schooU in the 
Soman Church no more than represented and expressed by the 
individual writers from whom they may be gathered, and widely 
sanctioned and maintained also by very numerous followers. 

♦ Bp. Taylor** works, vol. xi, p. 1C4. * 
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Not unfrcqnently they have given at least the tone of doc- 
trine adopted by the entire Clergy of a nation; and oftener 
atill by the religious orders to which the respective writers 
have belonged. Sometimes one opinion has more prevailed in 
one age than another, and sometimes it has found more or less 
favour according as a weapon of controversy, when too hardly 
pressed by the Divines of the Anglican Church Catholic, it has 
been estemed most effectual (or the urgency of the moment. 

In comparison ^th such contradictions the diversitiea in 
the English Church fall into utter insignificance. Let it be con- 
fessed that diversities do unliappily exist amongst us; let us with- 
out disguise or palliation lament the want of concord and uDi- 
formity amongst all orders of her members ; still what are these 
in importance to Christian faith and practise, what have they 
been in violence and party-acrimony when brought to the com- 
parison with the divii^ions, disputes, bitterness, and strifes, which 
have agitated the Eoman Church in all ages? Stained as the 
page of our Church's history confessedly has been by many un- 
toward occurrences, and sad and disheartening as the aspect o{ 
her present condition or of her future prospect may be, we defy 
the advocate -^f Romanism to establish against us one charge of 
diversity so grave as, upon evidence within herself, we have de- 
monstrated disturbs the unanimity of Some's teachers, even 
when they are propounding doctrines which they represent as 
the key-stone of their Christianity. 

God forbid that we should be insensible to the dangers 
which threaten our Sion from the existence, within even her 
most sacred precincts, of the Puritanical influence, which in a 
former age left her so painful a remembrance of its brief ascen- 
dancy, and so just an apprehension of future mischief and cala- 
mity, if ever that ascendancy should unfortunately be regained. 
But hitherto both to the Church and to her people the divine 
the once persecuted book of Prayers in our natural tongue has 
been a Palladium of truth; so long as that liturgy is unchang- 
ed^ the people enjoy a daily testimony to Catholic truths and a 
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daily condemnation of all tbat is erroneoas in doctrine or 
practise by ivhomsoever maintained. Hence the first symptoms 
of unsonndness have ever been an eagerness to mutilate and e- 
▼ade the ritnal, to encourage an undervaluing estimation of it^ 
to exalt in preference the offices of the pulpit or extemporan- 
eous effusion and to reduce it by successive negligences and 
omissions to as near as possible resemblance to t!)e observances 
of dissent. As sure as the doctrinal error appears do we dis- 
own the awkwardness and discomfort with which tlic provisions 
and language of the Prayers are obeyed, and often after fertile 
attempts at evasion, after forms of expression have without au- 
thority been changed or omitted, the steady and confounding 
testimony of this Book of Prayer has so triumphed^ that the 
propounder of error, unable to endure its continual rebuke, 
under a continual consciousness of incompatibility, has taken 
refuge in secession. If ever the fatal ascendancy of Puritanical 
principles should be restored, the first measure as in the days of 
the commonweath will be the ' abolishing the Prayer-book/ and 
probably after that the Episcopacy. 

But, in the meanwhile, as we have elsewhere asserted, the 
Anglican Church is possessed of that inherent principle of Ca- 
tholic faith and unity, expressed daily in plain English to her 
people, which must preserve them, so long as they preserve her 
Book of Prayer, from such diversity in teaching, and 
such conflicts among her teachers upon matters of faith neces- 
sary to salvation as those which have indisputably prevailed in 
the Church of Bome. Eor there, as we have seen, her ecclesias- 
tical bodies stand bitterly opposed to each other, struggling for 
life and death, for each other's downfall and destruction, and upon 
doctrines not less than justification, grace, freewill, predestina- 
tion^ and upon the standard of moral obligation. Upon the 
doctrine affirmed amongst themselves by a Divine of their own 
to be a fundamental of Christianity the Church is completely 
divided; and then, last not least ofall unfortunate uncertainties, 
her Doctors contradict; and condemn each other by such varying 
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9QbtIetie8^ that no simple mind ooald gathor^ if to morrow it 
were Romanizing, to what extent the m(dten or the graven image 
is to be worshipped. 

In whate\'er degree the Anglican Church can be fairly 
judged injured in her Unity or her Catholicity by the existence 
of diversity, from the same consequences the Church of Rome 
is not exempt. Diversities may be evidence of an impofect 
or an impaired efficacy, and every good Catholic will lament from 
his heart such symptoms of earthly degeneracy ; but it does 
not belong to the Church of Bome to argue with a shadow ot 
success against the Catholicity of another Church because she 
can espy and exaggerate its diversities, so long as her own intes- 
tine conflicts are found upon record. For our own part we 
claim nothing from such evidence as tiiis beyond the fair and 
undeniable consequence that if diversify be proof that a Church 
has sometimes lost the witness of the Holy Ghost to her Catho- 
licity^ we must not seek for that witness when we an eocoan- 
tered by the struggles of Franciscans, Dominioans^ lansenists 
and Jesuits, the contests of Trans- andOs-Alpineoontrofeny, 
and least of all entangled amongst the discrepancies ci apolo- 
gists for the adoration of images. 
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CHAPTER VIT. Roman Novelties. 



If there be one presumptuous claim more unfounded than 
another, advanced by the Church of Rome, it is that which 
maintains her to be the only Catholic Church, because she 
has subsisted in all ages, as she is found in this ; has evange- 
lized all nations ; maintained all Gospel-truths, and been di- 
vinely appointed the Mother and Mistress of all the Churches. 
For that which the Chuich of Rome is now in doctrine, polity, 
observance, spiritual pride and arrogancy, did not subsist with- 
in the first four centuries after the Apostolic age ; and for all 
those practices and articles of faith, which have caused our 
separation from her Communion, lest we should be partakers of 
her sin, they are no more than innovations for which it would 
not be difficult to assign the date of their introduction from 
the indisputable testimony of History. Primitive Christianity 
knew nothing of these ; the purest ages, the most illustrious 
defenders of the Catholic faith for centuries were utterly unac- 
quainted with them. Whatsoever Rome at present retains of 
the pure faith and practise of the first four centuries after the 
apostles, that much the Church of England, without any falling 
short, retains in common with her. Existing differences have 
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not been created by the English Church abandoning primitive 
truths or customs, but by the Church of Borne in her insatia- 
ble thirst of novelty and for temporal aggrandizement origina- 
ting practices and articles of faith unknown to the primitive 
age. Century after century we discern the Church of Borne 
stating successively novelties previously unknown, and catch- 
ing for them by every device of human subtilty, forgery not ex- 
cepted, until through the ignorance of the times, the tid o{ 
temporal expediency, and many fortuitous concurrences, they be- 
came unresistingly established as of faith in the Catholic 
Church. 

That Church, which now teaches the supremacy of her 
Pope, and makes it a sacrament generally necessary to salva- 
tion ; the worship of images and relics ; the invocation of 
Saints ; the adoration of the Virgin ; indulgences and purga- 
tory ; a substantial change of the Eucharistic elements ; the 
repeating sacrifice of the Mass; and many similar novelties; 
that Church, I say, has no more subsisted in all ages than her 
Cathedral of St. Peter's has, for any thing as monstrous as the 
present papal sytem was as little known to the earliest times of 
Christianity as that colossal structure was before Buonarotti 
completed its magnificent design. 

Images, as we have seen, were reprobated by Gregory the 
Great up to the seventh Century ; and from that period we be- 
gin to discern the gradual advance of this reprehensible cor- 
ruption in Christian worship. Indulgences were invented in a 
still later age by the Popes Gregory VIII, Victor and Urban 
II, incentives to the chivalrous spirit of the eleventh century 
for the enterprize of the Crusades. The invocation of Saints 
is confessed by Cardinal Perron, Bichelieu, and other learned 
Eomanist writers not to have been practised in the three first 
Centuries ; while we know that it was condemned at so late 
a period as in the Council of Constantinople, A. D. 755, by 
three hundred and eighty eight Bishops, and that the first ap- 
pearance of approval was manifested only in the Pseudo-Coun- 
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cil of Nice, A. D. 788/ which, as we have before stated, was 
unequivocally condemned, as altogether uncanonical^by the later 
council at Trankfort A. D. 794 : so that whatsoever may be 
disputed about the respective authorities of these councils, 
this much may be incontestably ascertained from their proceed- 
ings, that that which the Church of Borne enjoins now as es- 
sential to Catholic faith, because as she pretends, in herself an 
unvarying Church it is practised, was not so settled down to six 
years within the ninth century. In 755 a considerable coun- 
cil is found condemning the present Roman doctrine, and 
in 794 another council, while throughout that century no bet- 
ter authority can be quoted than that questionable council at 
Nice, A. D. 788. 

So likewise with Maiiolatry, For four hundred years no 
Catholic Church existed, which inculcated, as now does the 
Roman, the worshipping of the Blessed Virgin. At the latter 
end of the fourth Century there arose a sect of women who, 
meeting together for the adoration of the Virgin, offered to 
her cakes called Collyrides, whence they were called CoUyridi- 
ans. But the appearance of this heresy immediately excited the 
indignant condemnation of the Catholic father St. Epiphanius. 
Speaking sentiments, in every word of which the Anglican 
Church and her own Catholic divines cordially consent, he 
says, "The body of Mary was holy, but she was not a deity; 
and she was truly a Virgin, and an honourable Virgin, but she 
was not proposed to us for to be worshipped, but did herself 
worship Him that was bom of her own flesh, and descended 
from heaven and the Father's bosom.'' — * " that the scripture 
did for this cause forewarn us by the mouth of our Lord, who 
said unto her, 'Woman, what have I to do with thee' and 
he called her Woman, lest any should think too highly of her, 
thereby as it were prophesying of the schisms and heresies 
that would arise about her, that none by too much admiring 
■ ■ 1 i ' ' ■ " 

* Hseres, 69. 
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THE HOLY Virgin, might fall into this folly of heresy. '* 
And again, *^ For if he will not let the angels be worshipped, 
much less will be permit the daughter op Anne to be wor- 
shipped, who was begotten, and bom, as all other mortals 

were. '' " Let Mary be honoured, but let Father, Son and 

Holy Ghost be worshipped. Let no man worship Mary. This 
mystery is due to no man nor woman, nor ought the angels io 

share in this glory therefore though Mary be most 

excellent, and holy, and honoured, yet she is not to be wok- 
shipped that I may not seem too tedious, let it sui- 

fice to have said, ' let Mary be honoured, and our Lord wor- 
shipped.'' 

So spake the Holy Cathoh'c Church for four hundred 
years. But what is the practise of that Church which shame- 
lessly dares to persuade men that she alone is to be esteemed 
Catholic, because she only has in all ages subsisted, teaching 
the same invariable truths? Predicate this of the Anglican 
Church, and immediately throughout the sainted Fathers of the 
Catholic Church, from Irena&us to Athanasius, abundant testi- 
mony will be supplied how that honour, and no more, which 
she ascribes to the blessed Virgin, was taught and practiced al- 
ways in the purest ages of the Church. But turn on the other 
liand to the Roman, and where in any age, for at least four 
centuries, do you discover the shadow of an authority, amongst 
the fathers, for the fulsome adoration with which the Virgin is 
there worshipped ? 

We have seen what Epiphanius said towards the fifth cen- 
tury ; let us examine what the Church of Rome has undertaken, 
in her offices and her authorized teaching, to publish since thai 
time. 

/. The Roman offices : 

" The passion of our Lord Jews Christ, the merits of 
the blessed Virgin, and all Saints, all the good thou hast 
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do7ie and all the evil thou hast suffered, be unto thee for re nils f^- 
ion of sins, increase of grace, and the reward of eternal Vfe, 
Amen !— t '' 

" blessed Mother, and glorious Queen of the world, intet^ 

cede for us unto the Lord, and we fly unto thy protection, and 
safeguard, holy Mother of Ood, despise not our prayers 
in our necessities, but always deliver us from all dangers, 
glorious and blessed Virgin ! — % " 

" Mary, Mother op grace, and sweet Parent op 
MERCY, protect us from the enemy and receive v^ in the hour 

of death I'-.V' 

"My brethren, lei us embrace the footsteps of Mary, let us 
throw ourselves at her feet with most devout sjtpplication ; 
let us hold her fast, and not let her go, till she bless us, for she 
is powerful 8fc, ! — 1|^' 

" pray for the people, mediate yb* the Clergy, inter- 
CEDEfor the devout female sex, and let all those, who celebrate 
thy holy conception, feel thy help I ^" 

" Versicle : Make me worthy to praise thee,0 holy Virgin, 
a. And give me power against thy enemies. 



Antiphons. holy Mary, succour them that are misera- 
ble, help them that are weak-hearted, comfort those that are 
sorrowful, pray for the people, and let those, who celebrate thy 
holy festival, become sensible of thy help, * ^' 



t Absolution of a penitent. 

X Offic. parv. B. Maris. 

f Ibid. 

II Letter for Saturday. Offic. mens. Oct. Bernardi abbatis serm. 

§ Roman Breviary. 

* Pest. S. Mar. ad nives. 
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" bleued Mary, who can sufficiently give thee praise, and 
thanks, who by thy singular assent didst suceaur the world when 
it was undone ? What praises sufficient can frail mankind pay 
unto thee whx) hast framed a way of recovery only by thy com- 
merce With God^, JFe therefore pray thee receive our thanksgiv- 
ings how mean soever they be, and unequal fo thy merits, and 
when thou shalt receive our devotions, excuse our faults by 
praying, admit our prayers within the sanctuary (f thy 
audience, and bring back to us the antidote of reconcilia- 
tion, t " 

" Accept that we offer, give that we ask, and pardon that 

we fear ; because thou art the only hope of sinners. We hope 

for the pardon of our offences by thee^ and in thee is the 

most blessed ex2)ectation of our reward, holy Mary ^c, — \" 

" Praise and glory be given to thee, holy TVinify, wAo 
hast called us unto this celebrity. And praise be also undo thee, 
holy Mother of God, for thou art the precious pearl cf the 
world, f " 

'' By thee the holy Trinity is sanctified^ and tie preci- 
ous cross celebrated, and adored through the world j by thee hea- 
ven doth exult, the Angels and Arch- Angels rejoice, deuils are 
put to flight, and man is called back to heaven 8fc, || '* 

TI. The teaching of the Boman Churchy by which I mean 
those forms as well practical as didactic which have been pub- 
lished by her authorized divines. 



t Ibid. 

I Roman Breviary. 

% Lect. 6 in sec. noc. Brer. Rom. 
U Ibid. 
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" Ood is a Ood ofvengmce, but fhau, Mother of mercy ^ 
art incUned to sAaw mercy. § " 

** We praise thee, ike Mother of God Sfc, all the earth 

DOTH WORSHIP THEE To thee all angels cry aloud with 

never ceasing voUe, Holy, holt, holy mary S^e. ♦ '' " Who- 
soever would be saved, before all things it is necessary that h e 
hold a firm faith concerning Mary : which faith except every 
one do keep whole and undefUed, without doubt he shall perish 
everlastingly, t '* 

" Whosoever bows his knee to Jesus must also fall prostrate 
before Mary. J '' 

'^ When she ascended on high she gave good gifts to men 
8fc. '' " We lift our hearts and eyes, and hands unto thee, 
Queen qfthe world, we kneel and bow before the glory of thy 
Highness, and send up our prayers with sighs unto thee 
to heaven. % " 

We could understand the consistency of the church of 
Eome claiming, upon her pretended infallibility, the right to 
institute new articles of fa'th and new modes of religious ser- 
vice, or,if she would justify always upon her doctrine of devel- 
opement the introduction of novelties, which we search for in 
vain in the primitive ages of Christianity. Her argument 
would be at least intelligible; but that she should set it down as 
a distinguishing mark of Catholicity that her system has existed 
in aU ages ; that by her emissaries she should endeavour to 

f Card. Buonavent: Psalt. of the Bl. Virgio* 

• Ibid. 

t Ibid. 

X Arnold. Camotensis. 

f Bernard. Serm. 
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unsettle our minds, upon the bold assertion tbat our system is 
not Catholic, because she maintains it has not descended to us 
from primitive authority ; that she should provoke rejoinder 
upon a plea, under which these and so many more novelties in 
her own faith and practise may be urged against her, and for 
which the date and circumstances of tlieir introduction, one 
after the other, may be proved against her ; this altogether baf- 
fles our comprehension upon any ordinary estimation of ibe 
shifts and subtleties of polemical craft. We cannot understand 
tlie drift of maintaining as the test of Catholicity that invaria- 
bleness in which she herself has been so notoriously deficient. 
For this is no longer an age in which ignorance will cover 
presumption: the Fathers are read very generally; Ecclesiastical 
History has reached classes of men, to wliich a few years back 
the history of a hundred years past would have been as the Chro- 
nicles of the Chinese. Nothing is easier and nothing more 
natural, than to challenge the wisdom of delivering the test of 
subsistence "in all ages^' as one totally inapplicable to that 
sjstem which recognizes Mariolatry, the worshipping of images, 
the purchase of indulgences, and the invocation of Saints ; with- 
out touching upon those doctrines of justification and human 
merit which lead to undermine the gospel preaching of the Apos- 
tles, and those who succeeded them in the Church. 

But the key-stone of the papal system is the supremacy of 
the Roman Pontiff. We have the authority of one of the ablest 
controversiahsts in the Church of Rome for esteeming their doc- 
trines as fundamental of all which that Church regards as 
Christianity. We may very well therefore, adopting that test 
of subsistence in all ages which has been proposed to us, irj 
the Catholicity of the Church of Rome in this her fundamental 
article of faith by the evidence of antiquity. For if that doc- 
trine has subsisted according to that which is required to prove 
it Catholic in all ages, we shall find it recognized by the Fathers 
of the primitive Church, and see it admitted into the ecclesiasti- 
cal proceedings of those times. 
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But if on the other hand there should be no traces of any 
such claims as those now advanced by the Papal Church for at 
least six Centuries ; if nowhere there can be discerned any re- 
cognition of ?uch pretensions in the recorded transactions of the 
universal Church for all that period : and if moreover subse- 
quently to these six Centuries we should see the Church of 
Rome beginning to advance her preposterous assumptions of the 
papal power, but met by immediate reprehension and resist- 
ance, and through the coarse of the struggle driven to the sup- 
port of forged testimonies, we shall not be judging injuriously, 
tliat the test of her Catholicity by the voice of Antiquity was 
pronounced against her; and that too upon that doctrine which 
she has herself declared fundamental of her Christianity. 

But before we enter upon this investigation^ it will be 
well for us to discriminate between the Primacy conceded to the 
Eoraan Pontiff, for the maintainance of unity, wiUingly by the 
other Bishops of the Church in consideration of the seat of em- 
pire or the political superiority of the City of Some, and that 
supremacy enforced as of divine authority, and as an article of 
faith in the Church, without which there is no salvation. Of 
the primacy many of the Fathers have written favourably, some 
with more, some with less force of expression, and none, pro- 
bably, more emphatically than St. Cyprian, who died however 
in excommunication from the Church of Eome, for resist- 
ance to the usurpation, by the Komau Bishop, of Supre- 
macy. For, regarding only a simple Primacy in the Church 
as the culminating point of Unity, or for the better adminis- 
tration of her universal policy, I do not see that any Catholic 
mind would dispute the principle, as just as nice, and just as 
applicable for the universal Church, as for a National Church. 

Abstractedly and the concession is both safe and just 

there seems nothing more objectionable in recognising primacy 
in the entire Church, than in acknowledging a metropolitan 
over many dioceses. There are no admissable reasons why we 
should necessarily narrow our idea of Catholic Unity to merely 
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national limits: the visible Church of Christ embraces 
all Christendom^ and that policy or that principle, which 
is found right and convenient for the consistency of any single 
Church of those composing the one body, cannot fairly be 
reprobated upon the grounds of each Church's independence, 
only when applied to the polity and acknowledged Unity of the 
Universal Church. 

Hence we see nothing to question or to condemn in the 
fact, that a Primacy was willingly conceded to the Bishop o( 
Home by other Bishops, as often as the Church had to act or 
to pronounce in her collective capacity, or even that its autho- 
rity was acknowledged as a tribunal of appeal, whenever dis- 
cussion or difference arose between other Churches or other 
Bishops. "For the establishment of such a tribunal would, so 
LONG AS ITS PURITT COULD BE BESPSCTED, afford beneficial 
means for the maintenance of that peace and order, upon which 
the Unity of the church must in all ages depend. Hat that 
tribunal should have been accorded to Some, and to the Eo- 
man Pontiff, was no more than natural, under the political cir- 
cumstances of the world. It was the unavoidable result of the 
relation of the empire of Home to all other nations within 
which Christianity had penetrated. And we shall presently see 
how this recognition of the Primacy was dependent on the seat 
of political power, and resulted solely in deference to civil 
preeminence, when we examine those judgments of the Church 
which gave it to Constantinople so soon as the residence of the 
civil power had been removed to that city, and Qpnjointly to 
' New ' and to ' old ' Rome, after the Roman empire had been 
divided into the East and West. 

But corruplion of Catholic Truth must justly forfeit, in any 
Church, the deference of all others to it, and also the Primacy, 
before wilh'ngly conceded. Such a Primacy could be no moie than 
matter of consent for the purpose of Unity and the government 
of tlic whole Church. So soon, therefore, as the representative 
of that Primacy became suspected of Heterodoxy ; so soon as 
ho rc;$or(cd to unscriptural and uncalholic usages and advanced, 



AN EARNEST llEMONSTRANCE. 119 

as articles of faith, novelties previously unknown, and nowhere 
countenanced by the ancient Church; above all, so soon as, 
yielding to insatiate ambition and lust of gain, as well as of 
power, he began to abuse the trust by consent of the Church 
committed to his keeping, and to claim, as necessary to salva- 
tion, a deference which had been yielded only for salutary policy, 
and for the organisation of Christian Unity, and its well-govern- 
ment as in other societies, there existed no conditions whatever, 
holding the entire Church,or any particular Church in it, bound 
to the recognition of that Primacy, and so bound that denying 
it must necessarily destroy its Catholicity. 

If theChurch of Eome should abolish its existing corruptions 
of the faith, and thoroughly reform its condition : if the Soman 
Pontiff should reject his temporal sovereignty, and repudiate 
the arrogant pretensions of spiritual supremacy ; if that Church 
should become, by the grace of Go<i, and her Bishop likewise, 
what that Church, and what that Bishop were, within the first 
six Centuries of the Christian era, I apprehend little objection 
would exist in Catholic minds to acknowledge just so much of 
Primacy, as was acknowledged in those centuries. Probably 
the example of abuse of trust might somewhat indispose os to 
future confidence ; but, if we could see our security against the 
recurrence of such abuse, so great are the advantages of some 
such principle of Unity, so comfortable would be the healing of 
present division, so miserable is the state of isolation, that every 
Catholic mind would be little startled by the recognition. 
Probably the very reverse of the present condition of the city 
of Eome to that of her former civil ascendancy, would direct 
our thoughts towards her ; and, as in former times the unques- 
tionable power of that colossal empire placed her and her Church 
above the jealousy of other nations, so now, if her spiritual 
condition were other than it is, her very insignificance as a 
National power might again recommend her Bishop for the 
exercise of that moderate Primacy, which was willingly acknow- 
ledged for the sake of order and unity by the Bishops of the 
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third aiid fourth centuries. 

But this is a very differc.it thing from that sapremacy 
claimed as a divine endowment by the Church of Bome^and obe- 
dience to which she has dared to advance as the essential 
terms of salvation. 

For in the form in which it is now so maintained by the 
Bomish doctrine^ requiring from all an unquestioning submis- 
sion as the only terms on which unity with her can be granted^ 
what else has she represented it but as an additional sacrament 
to those already asserted by her to be such^ and one of more 
positive obligation and sanctity than five out of the other se- 
ven ? Communion with herself in subjection to her Bishop is 
unambiguously pronounced by the Church of Kome^ in the lan- 
guage I have already quoted^ to be the instrument of outward 
unity in the invisible Church of Christ. The promise of salva- 
tion is expressly denied to all who are now participants of that 
communion. Again and again^ in her catechisms^ her confes- 
sions, her formularies, by her schoolmen, her divines and her 
popes, does she assert that there is no salvation but in subinis- 
sion to the Papal Supremacy. This eighth Sacrament is thus 
placed on perfect equality with those of baptism and the Lord's 
supper ; for just as essential as'these must be held to our sal- 
vation, according to the Roman teaching must submission to 
the Pope be esteemed. And moreover it is maintained that it 
was so ordained of Christ. So that we have all the characteris- 
tics of a divine sacrament claimed for it, that it is the outward 
and visible sign of the inward and spiritual grace of unity in 
the Lord, ordained by Christ himself, and generally necessary 
to salvation. 

This much, and not less than this, you will perceive, if you 
refer back to the language of the Roman Church upon the 
necessity of acknowledging the supremacy, must we concede, 
before we can accept the conditions of Unity, which she proposes. 
But that any Church subsisted for six centuries after the Apos- 
tles I purposely keep far within the true date of this 
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innovation maintaining or acknowledging any i<cniblanco 

of such preposterous claims, may be nnhcs^itatingly denied. 
That Church, which now exists, asserting such arrogancy, is the 
growth of far later corruption, t' an any known to the Catholic 
Church, until after the days of Gregory the Great. 

For it must be acknowledged that if such be the first re- 
presentation of the importance of subini5>sion to the Papal su- 
premacy, as a sacrament ordained by Christ and necessary to 
the salvation of all men, it must have been known and confes- 
sed by the primitive Church. We may fairly expect the first 
six centuries to afford some unequivocal testimony to a doctrine 
of so solemn importance to the Church. If they bear perpet- 
ual evidence to the necessity of Baptism and the Eucha rist,they 
will hardly be found silent with respect to a sacrament of equal 
order both in its origin and its consequence. And it will be a 
little confounding, after these high pretensions of the Church of 
Rome, if upon investigation we find age after age passing away 
without any adequate notice of a matter of faith of so vast im- 
portance, Father after Father of the primitive Church acknow- 
ledging no such conditions, ruling his own diocese or his own 
Church with no sort of reference to the Bishop of Rome, falling 
asleep in Christ or dying by Martyrdom, like St. Cyprian and 
Hilary in a state of excommunication from Rome, and Saints 
and doctors in all parts of the Church catholic unequivocally 
denying its supremacy. And yet we do find all this. 

If this supremacy contains these sacramental excellencies, 
. the enunciations of faith by the supreme Pontiff must be accep- 
ted, believed, and obeyed by all christians, as the Catholic 
creed. How does it happen then that by those primitive writ- 
ers whom Rome herself canonized as Saints in the Cathohc 
Church, by provincial and by oecumenical Councils, the dogmas 
and decrees of the Popes have been controverted, reprehended, 
denied and in not a few cases their decrees formally reversed ? 
And if submission to the Roman supremacy as the successor of 
St. Peter be, as the two sacraments, of Divine institution, how 
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does Rome excuse her inconsistency in abandoning so hig\i 
ground as that of divine right to claim her authority from the 
consent of the Church and iu ascribing to mere councils the ap- 
I>ointment of a sacrament necessary to Salvation? And yet we 
shall discover that this has been so. 

I know no better words in which to express denial of these 
assumptions of the Church of Rome and their positive contra- 
diction in the history of the Church Catholic than those memo- 
rable ones used by Mr. Newman before his secession ; "What 
tliere is not the shadow of a reason for saying that the Fathers 
held, what has not the faintest pretensions of being a catholic 
truth, is this, that St. Peter and his successors were and are 
universal Bishops; that they have the whole of Christendom 
for their Diocese, in a way in which other Apostles and Bish- 
ops have not. " 

This is^a point wliich does not, I apprehend, stand suffici- 
ently clear before us in the present state of the controversj. 
We do not gather a right idea of the amount of concession 
which Botne claims from us in her pretensions to supremacy ; 
and by often directing our answers as though nothing more 
than primacy were asserted, we get involved in some nncomfor- 
table contradiction of ecclesiastical history and the adroitness 
of our antagonists is not backward in making us sensible of an 
(Tror. A clear idea therefore of the primacy which undoubt- 
edly existed in primitive times, and on the other hand of the 
supremacy wliich is arrogated by Modem Borne in the nature 
and authority of a " sacrament of unity, " is of the first con- 
sequence to perceive wherein the innovation ol the Papacy 
truly consists. 

The doctrine of the Fathers, it connot be contested, main- 
tains as St. Cyprian expresses it, ^' the episcopate is one, it is a 
whole in which each one enjoys full possession. '* And again 
as more plainly we have it declai'ed by St. Jerome in these ver; 
applicable words '^ Now must the Church of the dtj of Bjom 
be considered one, and thai of the world another. Both thi 



PRIMITIVE TRUTH, \:l'\ 

Gauls and Britons and Africa, and Persia, and the East, and 
India, and all barbarous nations, adore one Christ, and observe 
one rule of truth. " If you require authority the world is 
greater than the city. "Wherever a Bishop is, be it at Bome or 
Eugubium, or Constantinople, or Bhegiura, or Alexandria, his 
BANK and priesthood are the same, the power of riches and 
the humility of poverty doth not make a Bishop either higher 
or lower. But all are successors of the Apostles. ^' 

But as the condition of the Church required it; as 
Christianity spread beyond its first narrow limits and many and 
distant nations were evangelized, it became necessary to more 
perfectly organize the constitution of the Church for the preser- 
vation of its visible Unity. The growth of heresies in many 
parts, and the natural tendency to novelties and schism made 
this precaution the more needful. Thus following the exam- 
ple of the Apostles at Jerusalem in the first council, where 
James presided and gave sentence, one member of the Catholic 
Episcopate was exalted to the first and presiding place in that 
august body by the consent of that body itself. The chief 
place so often as the Church should gather together was assign- 
ed to that one member by the constitution of the ecclesiastical 
society by reason of its own exigencies, like human govern- 
ments or human societies; but this appointment, for which 
there was never any other origin than that of general consent 
and never any law but that of custom, was altogether distinct 
from any divinely instituted, indefectible, and sacramental na- 
tore. It was the rule of convenience for social order and 
unity, not the rule of NECESsrry for salvation. 

The see of Rome was selected for the exercise of this 
Primacy partly because of a traditional ascription to St. Peter of a 
species of primacy, but more especially because that city enjoyed 
as the Metropolitan of the known world just that relation 
which England maintains now to her conquests or her colonies, 

* Vol. II, p. 221. 
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and all that was iiiriiiential, Icanicd or populous M*as nftturally 
associated Mith her niightv Empire. 

A I^islio]) is tiie ordained spiritual superior of a priest. 
The Bishop ruled the clerg}' of the Diocese. The Metropolitan 
ruled the suffragans of his province, the primate ruled the nat- 
ional Church. Butwheu the Church acted in its aggregate ca- 
pacity, who should rule? The Church was not likely to stop 
short in its constitutional provisions. Accordingly iu the fourlh 
Century the Council of Sardica forbad one Bishop of a Pro- 
vince to interfere between two Bishops of another province, 
and granted the power of hearing appeals to the Bishop of 
Rome. Here was the first commencement of that arbitrary 
power over the Bishops and clergy of the Catholic Church which 
was subsequently amplified so enormously by the Popes. In the 
fifth Century when Constantinople divided with Borne the 
government of the world, the Council of Chalcedon decreed 
this ''If a Clergyman has any thing against his own or another 
bishop, let bim plead his cause before a provincial Council ; but 
should either a Bishop or Priest have a difference witb the 
Bishop of the province, let him betake himself either to the 
Exarch or to the throne of the imperial city of Constantino- 
ple. " 

Hence arose the Archiepiscopal system in national Church- 
es, and the Arch-Bishop would be naturally placed where were 
the most influential congregations of Christians^ for amongst 
them would be found the most compUcated interests of the 
Church, the greatest dangers to provide against, the greatest 
corruptions to withstand. In matters of immediate moment 
within a province or a nation and confined to particular interests, 
the Arch-Bishop would of natural consequence preside or de- 
termine in appeals : beyond the nation or the province the 
Arch-Bishop of the most influential Province would be most 
likely by common consent of his Brethren called to the preemi- 
ence. Every one knows this preeminence in primitive times 
was exercised by the Bishops of Jerusalem, Antioch, Alexandria, 
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X)me and Constantinople^ with the varying fortunes of the 
Church or the vicissitudes of temporal dominion, until it 
settled with the more stable destinies of the city of Borne. 'The 
Fathers/' says the 28th canon of the Council of Chalcedon, 
A. D. 451, ^'properly gave the primacy to the throne of the 
elder, Borne, because that was the Imperial city. '' *' And the 
150 most religious Bishops, being moved with the same inten* 
tion, gave equal privileges to the most holy throne of New 
Borne (Constantinople), judging with reason that the city, 
which was honoured with the sovereignty and senate, and which 
enjoyed equal privileges with the elder,Boyal Bome, should also 
be magnified like her in ecclesiastical matters^ being the second 
after her. '' 

But if the language of the Council ofChalcedon be insufBci- 
ent testimony to this feeling of the Church respecting the 
origin and nature of the primacy, it fortunately happens that 
the claims of Constantinople have the recorded acknowledgment 
of the Pope of Bome. Eor amongst the subscriptions to that 
Council are found the names of the legates who were present 
on the part of Leo and speaking on another matter determined by 
it the language of the same Pope could hardly be stronger in its 
approval, " Thus at last " says Leo " is sufeehe and infalli- 
ble force given to an Apostolic de6ree, now that it is fortified 
by universal examination, discussion and their consent and deci- 
sion. '' [Ep. 102.] 

So, with similar intention, in the 6th Canon of the coun^ 
cil of Nice,it is decreed ^* Let the ancient customs be kept which 
are established in Egypt, Libya, Pentapolis, that the Bishop 
of Albxandeia may have power over all these, forasmuch as 
this is the custom with the Bishop of Bome. Li like manner, 
in Antioch and in the other provinces, kc" Again, in the 7th 
Canon ; " Since an ancient tradition and custom has obtained, 
that he who is Bi;.hop in Jerusalem should be honoured, let 
him have the fimits of this honour, the proper dignity of the * 
Metropolis being preserved. " 
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In the days of St. Ambrose we have a notable instanoeiy te 
which I have already referred, how the independence of the 
Metropolitans was maintained, whorev^ there presided a mind 
yigoroos enough to exert it, even at no greater distance &om 
Borne than the city of Milan, and upon the Italian soil. At the 
council of Aquileia St. Ambrose preoided; and what is his 
langoage on that occasion f—-^^' We, being settled in tie 
western parts, have assembled at the city of Aquileia, aceoiding to 
the command of the Emperor/' But the coundl was not pur- 
posely restricted to the Western Bishops, for he tdla the Amn 
Bishops, '' the prefect of Italy has given ordersi, tliat if the 
Eastern Bishops chose to meet with us, they might do so," 
and he thanks the princes, Gratian, Yalentinian, and Tbeodosius, 
because they have proved their seal and have laboured to 
convene a council of Bishops to remove dissensiims, and have 
80 far honoored the Bishop in this condescennon, that no one 
de»roua to be present should be omitted, and that no aoe who 
was unwilling diould be compeOed. But this was a CouneB 
convened for a purpose which the Soman Gsnon law asserts 
now to pertain soMy to Bome of divine right, vs. to somffloa 
before it, examine and condemn several Bishops aocused of 
heresy. And sentence was passed upon tiie ^hops Palladios 
and Secundianns, totally irrespective of timt ^ tribunal of 
Bome by divine right.'' Hat whioh had given to tiie Bcxnao 
Bishopric her earliest importance, the presenee and favour of 
tiie secular power, had on this occasion ex^xdsed the same 
influence in favour of the Bishc^ of Milan. Bat in the course 
of time, as the power of the remoter Bishoprics was annihUated, 
and in many instances their sees swept away by Mahommedan 
invasions or other vicissitudes, the colossal Dcanination of 
Bome arose upon the ruins, and that which at first had been 
primacy, accorded by consent, became supremacy extort d from 
the general weakness and ignorance of Christendom, advanced 
under circumstances of iraud and forgery, and maintained as 
much for the gratification of avarice as ambiticm. Iiest I 
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eeem to write with unbecoming severity of this perversion of 
the jMimitive confidence of the Church in the see of Bome^ let 
the Homan Catholic annalist^ the learned and ingenious Fleurj, 
describe the causes and effects of this transition from the 
primitive system. 

^'The pure days of the Church are past : Bome^ idola* 
trous, stained with so many crimes^ and drunk with the gore 
of so many martyrs^ was doomed to be punished^ and divine 
vengeance was about to be signalized upon her in the face 

of all the nations. " ^The execution of the sentence fol- 

owed in due course. Borne ceased to be the capital of the 
empire, after Constantino had transfen^d his seat to Byzantium: 
and from the time the empire was divided into two or 
more parts^ the Emperors of the West resided at Bav* 
enna, at Milan, and every where rather than at Borne. Thus 
she lost by degrees, her riches^ her splendour, her people. 
Meanwhile she was taken and pillaged by the Barbarians, ''who 
ravaged and tore in pieces afll the Western Empire.'^ '' Th^ 
Barbarians, it is true, became converted ; some sooner, some 
later, ■ ■ but, becoming Christians, they did not abandon 
altogether their former character, they continued for the most 
part, light, fickle, violent, and acted upon more by passion than 
reason. They retained also their contempt for literature and 
the arts, and only occupied themselves with hunting and with 
war. Hence arose ignorance, even among the Bomans, who were 
their subjects. For the character of the dominant nation alwayii 
prevails, and learning languishes when honoar and interest no 
longer sustain it. " 

'' In the following ages, the most enlightened men, such 
as Bede, Alcuin, Hincmar, Gerbert, were affected by the 
misfortune of their times ; desiring to attain all the sciences, 
they did not become thoroughly acquainted with any, and 
knew nothing with exactness or method. But what they most 
wanted was that critical learning, which woidd have enabled them 
to distinguish felse writings from the true. For there were. 
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at this period^ a moltitiide of pieces, forged under illattiious 
names ; and this not only by the heretics, but by thb Catho* 
Lies, and even with good intentions. Thus Yigilins of Tbapsns 
ayows he borrowed the name of St. Athanasius, in order to at- 
tract the attention of the Yandal Arians. In like manner,when- 
erer they had not the acts of aMartyr to read on the day of his 
festival, they composed the most probable or the moet marvel'* 
lous they could, and thereby thought to promote the pdy of 
the people. These &lse legends were chiefly fabricated on the 
occasion of the removal [or as it was commonly called, tbe 
translation] of relics, so frequent in the ninth century. 

'^hey also framed title-deeds, whether to supply the place 
of genuine records they had lost, or altogether fictitious : as 
the famous donation of Gonstantine, granting Borne to the 

Pope/' ''of which there was no doubt in France during 

the Ninth Century. But, of all the forgeries, the most per- 
nicious were the Decretals attributed to the popes of the first 
four centuries, which inflicted an incurable wound on the disd- 
pline of the church, by the new mazims, which they intro- 
duced, for the judgments of Bishops, and the axjtho&itt or 
THE Pope. '' 

'' Another effect of this ignorance, was to render men CJti* 
DTTLous and superstitious, for want of having some principles 
of belief, and an exact knowledge of religion. " 

And a farther consequence of the domination of the Bar* 
barians, was that the Bishops and the Clergy became hunters 
and warriors like the laiiy. " The Bishops had their vassals to 
serve their order, &c." 

'' Bat after the Bishops found themselves lords, and ad- 
mitted on the part of the government of states, they supposed 
that they possessed, as Bishops, what they only possessed as 
lords, and pretended to judge kings, not only in the tri- 
bunal of penitence, but in their councils. The coronation-cer- 
emonial introduced since the middle of the eighth cento- 
ry, &c.'' 
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" The Popes believing with reason that they had as much 
and even more power than the Bishops^ undertook v^ soon to 
regulate the disputes of Sovereigns^ not by the way of medi- 
ation and intercourse only, but by authority : which was, in 
effect, to dispose of crowns/' 

" St. Bernard represents to us the Consistory of the 
Cardinals, as a parliament, or a sovereign tribunal, occupied 
in judging causes from morning to night, and the Pope, who 
presides there, is so overwhelmed with affairs, that he hardly 
has time to breathe* The court of Borne is full of advocates, of 
solicitors, of passionate pleaders, insincere, interested, seeking 
only to take each other by surprise, and each trying to enrich 
himself at the expense of his neighbour. " 

"I know that this crowd of prelates and other strangers, 
whom various interests attracted to Bome, brought great wealth 
to the city, and that her people fattened at the cost of others, 
but I am ashamed to mention such an advantage, when we are 
treating of religion. For was the Pope established in order to 
enrich or to sanctify it? '^ 

The decretal of Oratian completed the work of confirming 
and extending the authority of the false decretals, which may 

be found scattered through the whole : for during more than 
three centuries no other canons were known than those of this 
collection ; none other were followed in the schools and at the 
courts. Oratian had even gone further than these Decretals, 
in order to extend the authority of the Pope ; maintaining 
that the Pope was not subject to the canons. This he said of 
himself; and without advancing any proof of authority. Thus 
was formed in the Latin Church a confused idea, that the 
power of the Pope was without bounds; and this principle once 
established, many consequences were drawn from it, in accord* 
ance with the articles formally expressed in the false Decretals; 
and the modem theologians have not sufficiently distinguished 
between these opinions, and that which is essential to the Cath- 
olic faith, concerning the primacy of the Pope and the rules of 
the ancient discipline. 
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''Among the Greeks all penons of raipeobMiij 0tadied| 
the laity a< well as the clergy : and they instmoted theanelTea 
in the original books, the Scriptores^the Fathers, and HbB ancient 
Canons. Ton have seen that all their Bishops, and eVen their 
Patriarchs were judged and often deposed, in the councils; 
that they did not ask leave of the Pope to assemble : and that 
there was no appeal to him from their decisions. Neither did 
they address themselves to him on the subject of thetranslatian 
of bishops^nor of the erection of Bishopricks ; but followed the 
Canons contained in the ancient code of the Ghreek Church.'' 
''But perhaps you will say : It is not surprising that the 
Greeks did not address themselves to the Pope, eiUiorfor ap- 
peals, or any other exercise of jurisdiction, since, from the 
time of Photius, they did not recognize him as the chief of the 
Church. But did they address themselves to him before that 
time? And during that period, when they were most united with 
the Eoman Church, did they observe any part of that which I 
call the new discipline? they were very far from it, beoanae the 
Latins themselves did not observe it,ijand because this discipliss 
was then unknown throughout the whole Churelu **' 

So Monsieur Fleory, a Roman Catholic, himaelf oompdled 
by the force of candour to express himself in language^ and to 
make confessions, which might almost seem rather the accusa- 
tions of an opponent of his Church. And thus we gathear from 
the impartiality of this annalist^ that the ignorance of tho Bar- 
baric age was the origin of the rise and growth of the Papal 
system: that from that ignorance proceeded every descripticm 
of pious fraud and forgery the most pernicious, of which were 
the Decretals, the first lying documents which dared the assert- 
ion of the supremacy ; that the decretal ^ofGratian "ocmipleted 
the work of confirming and extending" these false fabrioatioas ; 
and, — most startling fact as it is, — that for three centuries no 
other canons were known than these mendadious forgeries; 
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daring all which time they were followed blindly or wickedly 
^*in the schools^ and at the conrts/'-— r-and that thus the 
'* confused idea" of the Pope's supremacy grew up, and thus 
the ancient opinions " concerning the primacy were subverted/' 
and upon this same confession of one of the most learned and 
elaborate historians that ever the world knew, we are assured 
that not only did not the Greek Church accept this ''new disci- 
pline" at any time of its union with the Boman, but that that no- 
velty was ''unknown" also to the Latins, and indeed "through- 
out the whole Church/* 

And yet that Church would provoke us to the test of its 
objectionable system by alleging through its emissaries that 
subsistence in all ages is one of the most notable marks of 
Catholicity. When then, we say,sttbsisted the Pope's supremacy, 
before the general ignorance consequent upon the invasions 
of the Barbarians f Let us at least be assured of its existence 
before those times when the prevalence of fraud and forgery 
exposes every novelty to unavoidable suspicion. lict ns be 
made to see that by anterior evidences it stands independent of 
the false Decretals and of the Decretal of Gratian, which com- 
pleted and confirmed that notable fraud. And let us at least 
be clear of those three centuries, when none other canons than 
these forgeries were known or followed in the seats of theolo- 
gical learning. For a fact more important or more closely 
bearing upon the question it would be impossible to conceive 
than that asserted by M, fleury, or any more complete vindi- 
cation of the Anglican Church in our recurrence to Antiquity 
for the decision of those claims of the Roman See, which we 
believe to have no other origin than in the corruption and 
ignorance of the Barbaric age. Have we not every right to 
question, when we find that for three hundred years the 
ecclesiastical system was based and proceeded upon nothing 
better than acknowledged forgeries, and that for all that time 
the learning of both the schools and the courts, their conse- 
quent practice and principles were cast upon a fraudulent 
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foundation f And thall we not equally suspect that develope- 
menl^ which^ if this admission be correct^ has been primarilj 
the derdopement of ignorance^ fraud and forgery^ cupidity 
and ambition ? 

Such^ however^ is the importance of this question^ of fbe 
Papal supremacy^ as fundamental of that which the SomaBi^ 
esteems as Christianity, and such its solemn consequence to all 
Catholics, while maintained as a virtual sacrament of unity nec- 
essary to Salvation, that I will venture to hope, it may not be 
unprofitable to examine it, in another chapter,both by the testi- 
mony of Scripturcj and that of the Catholic Fathers. 
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CIlAraER VIII. 
£ Papal supremacy not to be peoved from scripture 

OR FROM THE PaTHERS. 

You vill not be ignorant that the chief Scriptural text, 
1 which the Eomanists sapport their claim of the Suprema- 
j of their Bishop, is found in the remarkable reply of our Sav- 
or, when St. Peter had confessed Him the CJhrist. 

Two things are consequently assumed; both of which will, 
ipprehend, be found open to considerable question : first that 
r Saviour delivered the prerogatives of a Sacramental Supre- 
icy to St. Peter ; and secondly that the Bishop of Some 
htly inherits the powers and privileges of that Apostle. 

The words of our Redeemer are these : 

" And I say unto thee, that thou art Peter ; and upon this 
Jc I will build my Church ; and the gates of hell shall not 

'tail agaitist it^ 
" And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
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heaven : and whaUaeter tiou skaU bind on earti, shall be bomnd 
in heaven ; and tohatsoever thou ehaU loose on earthy shall he 
loosed in heaven** Matt. XVI, 18. 19. 

Now it is not to be lost sight of, that the language, in 
which our Saviour spoke, was the Hebrew, Syriac, Chaldaic, or 
some dialect connected with these languages, while that in 
which we have the play upon the future designation of the 
Apostle is originally Greel, which has been followed by the 
Latin and some of the modem dialects. But the discrimin- 
ation is of the greatest importance. For all that might fairly 
follow from the Latin or the Greek expression is not so immed- 
iately consequent from the Hebrew idiom. And yet, if both 
from the Oreek and the Latin the words could be literally trans- 
lated, they would lidt c^ptess aU that Whidh the Eoman&t 
maintains them to mean. We apprehend that the appellation 
of St. Peter, as a roick, ahfl upon wlbicfa ^ much stress is laid, 
might be at least with equal propriety rendered by the English 
Word A &toN£; So that the passage would rtm thtis ; " Thou 
aM A ffi^Nie, and on tliis bx)ck I wiS btdtd my Chttfdbr. ** For 
in both the Latin and Greek PsteR i£i one wbrA, and of the 
MASCULINE gendet, PfttRVi^,whfle rock is sinother woT^d, and of 
the f^iiMne getider,FETRAM. So thftt the iniferene^, derived 
from ah idea that the de^i^tion Petsr and the' wdiid fiocfk die 
identical terms^ aire not q[mte logically^ d6rreclt. 

This will be thfe rtibi^e appiaretit, howeVer, when wfe tw^ 
the wOTd back to thit laiiguagfe, ifa which dtlf SaWoto spoke. 
Kepha was the name ^ven to the Apostle, a word signifjdng a 
stone, "that which is hewn out of the rock, ** " derived from the 
rock, " just as Kepha is derived from the originating root, so 
very forcible in Hebrew construction, "Kiph.'' 

But there will be a manifest difference in the doctrine to 
be drawn from expressions so palpably different as these ; 
"Thou art a Kock, and upon this rock I will build my 
Church, " and those which are the literal rendering of the He- 
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brew, followed, though with less signiJBcant force by the Greek 
and the Latin, " Thou art a stone (derived from a rock, part of 
a rock) and upon this rock I will build my Chruch. '' 

At all events, there is hardly justification for a doctrine 
so momentous as the Papal Supremacy has been rendered by 
the Sacramental character assigned to it by the Church of 
Kome, in any expressions so very equivocal as these. And 
that we are justified in our view of the distinction to be made 
between the two words we shall perceive so soon as we exa- 
mine their acceptance by the most learned of the Fathers. For 
with them the rock, upon which the Church of Christ should 
be built, is not regarded as personally applicable to St. Peter, 
but to that faith, by which that Apostle and all others after 
him are by Divine grace enabled to confess the Son of the 
Living God. But we will not anticipate here our Patristic 
evidence. 

But surely if these words were purposed by our Eedeemer 
to convey to the Apostle a commission so authoritative and par- 
amount as that which has been claimed by the Bishop of Bome 
and his successors,there willbe discovered some evidence of this 
intention in the subsequent conduct and language of His di- 
vine Master, and some recognition of it by the other disciples 
both before and after the resurrection of their Lord. Nor were 
there occasions wanting when the proper notice of such a trust, 
if it had been confided, would have been properly made, and 
indeed when it was hardly possible to avoid it. An authority 
so great and so important would be presently understood by 
the eleven, and, we may fairly judge, at all times have been suf- 
ficiently acknowledged. 

But are there any traces of such an acknowledgment ? 
Do we any where perceive in their conduct towards him that 
the other disciples understood that so great preeminence and 
powers had been conferried on St. Peter? Is there one word 
or one action during or after our Saviour's life expressive on 
the j)art of the eleven Apostles of an acknowledgement of Su- 
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prcmacy in St. Peter? Not one! Is there recorded in 
the four gospels one word from the divine lips corrobora- 
tive of these pretended prerogatives in St. Peter. Not 
one ! 

And yet there occurred occasions^ when the Apostles might 
have been very properly reminded of the future position of St. 
Peter in the Church. As for instance when the mother of 
James and John sought similar distinction for her children^ 
and provoked the indignation of the other Apostles. 

'' You know that the pritices of the Gentiles ^^ answered 
the Redeemer " lard it over thef/i, aiid they that are the great- 
est exercise power over them : it shall not be so among you, but^ 
whosoever will be greater aimngyou, let him be your minister ; 
and he who would be first among you shall be your servanl. '* 
Matt. XX, 25. 

So agam : 

" Be ye not called Babbi : for one is your master, afid all 

YOU ARE BRETHREN," MaTT. XXIII, 8. 

There was another occasion when there entered a thooght 
into them, directly applying itself to this question, a thought 
which never could have perplexed one of them,if upon St. Peter 
had been conferred the dignity of the Supremacy. For that 
disturbing thought happened to be precisely to discover, 
'which of them should be the greater.' Here assuredly was 
the occasion to recur to the already conceded greatness of St. 
Peter and his successors, aad if up to this hour, in their blind- 
ness of heart, the Apostles had remained ignorant of their 
Divine master's intention in those memorable words to their 
fellow-apostle, here was the natural opportunity for confirming 
that commission in terms more explicit and positive. And 
yet how weic these mental questionings satisfied ? not by refer- 
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ence to St Peter, but by a just rebuke of these early indica* 
tions of worldly ambition. 

'^^ Jesus took a child, and set him by him, and said 
to them : 

Whosoever shall receive this child in my name receiveth 

me s and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth him that sent 

me. For he that is the least among you aU, he is the 
greatest. '* lukb ix, 46. 

This is the nearest approach to the semblance of vicarship 
upon earth conferred on any individnal, and here the subject 
was not the apostle but a child. 

Each of these three occasions, when so very properly and 
almost unvoidably the purposed Supremacy of St. Peter might 
have been introduced to the respectful attention of his brethren, 
was of subsequent occurrence to that when, upon his confession 
of the Christ, the words were addressed to him upon which have 
been founded the extravagant pretensions of those Bishops who 
claim to be his successors. 

Nor is there any thing more directly positive in the con- 
cluding terms of our Saviour's answer. A peculiar power of 
the keys, for loosing and binding, is claimed by the Bishops of 
Eome in right of their succession to St. Peter. Not an equal 
power with other Bishops, but authority in this respect so 
peculiar and so paramount, that any similar exercise of the 
Apostolic functions of loosing and binding must be derived 
from and confirmed by the Bishop of Bome, in whom the entire 
power of the keys is supposed by divine right to reside. 

But were those words addressed to St. Peter alone ? K 
the keys of heaven are judged to signify that absolving power 
dispensed by the Pope, those words, which are held to have 
conferred that privilege so peculiarly and so absolutely upon 
St. Peter, were addressed, after the Lord's resurrection, to all 
the Apostles with the sole exception of the Apostate. Re- 
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ceive ye the Holy Ghost, whose sins you shall forgive they 
are forgiven them, and whose you shall retain they are re- 
tained. ** 

But before this high and momentous authority was en-' 
trusted to them, a commission was also imposed upon them, 
*' Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every living 
creature, '^ Was not St. Peter present at that moment ? 
Then witli the other ten that Apostle had his sphere of iutj 
appointed not less wide than " the whole world*' not less com- 
prehensive than ''to every Uving creature. *' Is it to be con- 
ceived that one of those eleven, thus solemnly commissioned, 
was authorized to fk Lis episcopate, and to reside with station- 
ary supreipacy in any one city, as Antioch or Home, for the re- 
mainder of liis Ufc, the established Bishop of a town as an em- 
pire, and not the Apostle evangelizing the whole world ? We 
lose the character of an Apostle in such an idea. For our part 
we do not believe St. Peter discharged the divine trust so im- 
perfectly, as to consume, according to Romanist pretensions, 
82 years of his valuable life between two cities, 7 years as Bis- 
hop of Antioch, and the remaining 25 before his martyrdom as 
Bishop of Eome. Little is the memory of the indefatigable 
Apostle honoured by ascribing to him so limited a discharge 
of the Divine injunction, '' Go ye into all the world, " and very 
imperfectly, under any such notion of his labours, is he repres- 
ented to have conceived the responsibility of his Holy Commis- 
sion as one "sent ouf to preach the Gospel to every living 
creature. St. James, indeed, discharged his episcopate at Jeru- 
salem and travelled not beyond the sphere of that dio- 
cese to the day of his death; for this simple reason, that 
St. James was not an Apostle, but a Bishop, the resi- 
dent Metropolitan of the Mother Church of Jerusa- 
lem, and upon all occasions presiding in that capacity, when 
the Apostles, returning after their various missionary-excur- 
sions, took their seats in council beneath him, and left to him 
the delivery of the sentence of the Church. 
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But, if it be objected to our argument, that it is nothing 
more than natural, that we should fail in finding acknowledge- 
ment of the Supremacy of St. Peter, during the visible presence 
of the Divine Head of the Church, the character of the commis- 
sion given to that Apostle being necessarily prospective as the 
Vicarship of the ascendedChrist, we answer : Let this objection 
be taken for its fair value : still it will not hold good one 
moment, after the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apos- 
tles, even if for the intervening period after the ascension 
their ignorance of Spiritual Truth be pleaded. The moment 
the Church begins to act under its inspirations, the moment 
the Apostles come before us guided and empowered by the mi- 
raculous gift, then at least, if ever it had been truly entrusted, 
we may expect to find the other Apostles acknowledging an 
authority, and the Church maintaining and respecting it in 
that one of the eleven, on whom it had been conferred, if the 
Eomanist pretensions to the Sacramental Supremacy of their 
Bishops, in right of succession to St. Peter, stand on a shadow 
of Scriptural foundation. For when was this comprehensive com- 
mission to have effect, if not so soon as the Divine Head of the 
Church was taken away ? When was this Ticarship to b^in 
its momentous functions, if not so soon as the Church was be- 
reaved of the visible presence of its Lord ? When were the 
Apostles to uno^erstand, and to shew that they understood that 
so great and authoritative ^ dignity had been granted to one of 
their number, that henceforth his position and that of his suc- 
essors in the Church was to be as Christ Himself, if not when 
the Comforter had descended upon them Here was that 
Holy Spirit of Truth, of which it was promised : 

'* He shall teach you all things, and bring all things ta 
your remembrance whatsoever I have said unto you. " ^ 

) 

* John, xiv, 26. 
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Anoredly npon those gronnds, upon wbich the Bamanirt 
places the supremacy of St. Peter^ not least important^ amongst 
the things which the Bedeemer had communicated to his Apos- 
tles during all his earthly ministry, would be that oommiiBion 
to one of their number under which was to be contained the 
terms of vital union for any member in Himselfl It is impos- 
sible to conceive aught more momentous for the Apostks to 
know, or to be reminded of, than the condition of membofsh^ 
in Christ And if the acknowledgment of supremacy in St. 
Peter and his successors was to constitute, as the Bomamst 
maintains it does constitute, the condition upon which unify is 
to be enjoyed, no more important truth could the Hoty Ghost 
teach them or bring to their remembrance, than the iact, if any, 
by which that supremacy had been conferred. It would be 
needful for them to acknowledge it themsdves; and ft would 
be needful for them so to acknowledge it in the person of St 
Peter, that their example as wdl as their teaching might plmly 
intimate so important a doctrine to the entire Church. 

For how shall we be told that the Apostles were either 
ignorant of an institution or indifferent to its acceptance, whidi 
the Boman Church would have us regard as of sacramental 
importance, ordained of Christ himself and generally neoessaiy 
to salvation? Or when was this fts sacramental character 
and value to commence? If not in the Apostolic age, in what 
period of the Church's existence P And for what cause were the 
Apostles to be exempt from the application of a princifJe here- 
after to be made vital to Catholic unity P Still more for what 
motive were they discharged, not only from the obligation of 
obeying it themselves, but also from that of teaching it to the 
Church by their example, and by their dogmatic writings ? 

The Somanist may certainly be fairly called upon either 
to shew us that the Apostles did immediately acknowledge the 
institution of St. Peter's supremacy and readily and consistently 
respect it upon all prop^ occasions, or to give us some suf- 
ficient reason for the Mure of all such testimony from the 
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oondoct of those who were the earliest amongst whom the op- 
eration of that supremacy woold be illastrated. 

But is there upon record one action or one syllable from 
the Apostles in acknowledgment of the supremacy^ or even the 
Primacy of St Peter? Is there an instance^ where either one of 
the original ten has manifested an inclination to defer to any 
superior authority in the person of Cephas? not one ! Or is 
there one fact disclosed, which might fairly convey the suspic- 
ion that in the Apostolic age the collective Church was sensible 
that St. Peter occupied an authoritative position amongst his 
brethren, or that in him there resided a paramount power and 
dignity, so that by virtue of descent &om him others might 
daim to be Princes of Apostles, and Bishops of Bishops, ruling 
for Christ in the Universal Church, and retaining in themselves 
the Sacramental condition of Catholic unity ? Not one ! It 
is not merely that to these claims there is paucity of evidence 
or a wantof perspicuity of expression; but that positively there 
is not one word or one event, connected with the administration 
of the primitive Church, so long as the Apostles were present, 
which is not absolutely inconsistent with the acknowledgment 
of any greater d^ree of authority in St. Peter than was recog^ 
nized in the other Apostles. 

About the earliest event bearing on the question, recorded 
by the writer of the Acts of the Apostles, is the election of 
Matthias to the Apostleship. Now according to the authority 
arrogated by the Popes of Bome in right of their asserted suc« 
cession to St. Peter's prerogative, the appointment of this Bis- 
hop would have belonged to that Apostle. For the Canon 
maintains: 

'' Me Pope holds the place of God upon earih, that he 
may confer ecclesiastical benefices without diminution. '' 

And again : 

'' The translation, tie deposition or resignoHon o/a Bishop 
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is reserved to tie Homan Pantif alone, not so n^uch by any ca- 
nonical constitution f as hy tie Divine institution.^** 

And according to Mr. Bailer's representation of the Tran- 
salpine doctrine, \rhicli n^e have seen is t^e most generally pre- 
valent at this time, to the Pope pertains the power'' of 
constituting, snspendiDg, and deposing Bishops. ''' But no 
such privilege was exercised by Si Peter on the occasion 
referred to. The Church,not the Apostle '' appointed tiro, J " 
and in the selection from those two the Apostles did, not even 
exercise a voice, for that was left to the deterpoinajion of the 
true Head of the Catholic Churpli. 

Here, in the earliest operations pf the Church, we are met 
by a direct contradiction of the Papal doctrine. Por, if that 
Chuith had believedj as the Eoman Church assumes, that St. 
Peter, as Pope, held ''the place of God upon earth, that he 
might confer ecclesiastical benefices without diminution," why 
should they directly r^fer the appointment to Qod by prayer 
and by lot, when ithe representative of Gbd 

^^ hearing the autkority, not of a, more man, htatcf ike 
true Qod upon earthy || '' 

was at that moment amongst them ? To him belonged, as"re- 
served,'* to him 'falone'' this right, "not so much by canonical 
constitution, as by the Divine institution.^' And in him might 
liave been readily recognized the appointment of "the true God 
upon earth,'' without the appeal and the siipplication to the dis- 
posal of Him, "which knowest the hearts of all men," to "shew 
whether of these two thou hast chosen." To him belonged all 
this, if we could only suppose the extraordinary claims of the 
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Pope of Eome to possess a shadow of foundation in any prero- 
gatives of St. Peter. 

A circumstance later than this applies equally to the same 
question. Philip, a deacon in the Church, ''went down to the 
city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. ^ '' And God 
so blessed his preaching with remarkable success, that it became 
known to "the Apostles which were at Jerusalem,^' that "Sa- 
maria had received the word of God/' The Apostles, we find, 
in their administation of the affairs of the Church were not dis- 
posed to neglect a circumstance so greatly tending to its advan- 
tage : and as the converted Samaritans had enjoyed no higher 
spiritual graces than the office of a Deacon could impart, it 
was needful that some of their Apostolic order should go down 
to them, that by the imposition of hands they might receive the 
extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost. This was the first occa- 
sion, on which the Church thought proper to send the Apostles 
beyond Jerusalem, to ordain for the ministry or to confer those 
supernatural gifts of the Spirit, which were sensible te the eyes 
of men. Here there was a proper occasion,and a very natural one, 
for any supreme Apostle having the other Apostles as "his 
sheep and he their Head or Pastor, t^' to issue his direction to 
any necessary number of them to go down and discharge this 
duty in Samaria. 

But how are we to reconcile with these expressions the 
facfc that the Apostles sent St. Peter, and not he them, and that 
without a demur the Apostle immediately obeyed ?'' They 
sent unto them Peter and John. J '' And moreover they and 
the Church with them held both those Apostles accountable for 
the fulfilment of their mission, and St. Peter himself recognized 
his responsibihty when he defended himself against them that 
were of the Circumcision " who " contended with him. '^ How 
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little oonld the Tioanhip of Christ and that ''plenitude of pow- 
er, '' and the dogma of infallibility have been understood in 
those days, when St. FMer, returned from his first misaiooarjr 
labours, is put on his defence, and permitted by his brethren to 
stand on it, before a iaction in the Church. 

These are, I grant, no more than detached inddenls in 
the history of the Church, but they bear, I apprehend, with 
important signification on our subject They shew us, wherever 
we can discover the Apostles and the Church in action, that 
they acted altogether and invariably irrespectively of any consi- 
deration of paramount authority in St. Peter. He was but 
one amongst the Apostles, equally esteemed, and no more than 
equally, and to the same degree subject to the general govern- 
ment of the Christian body with the other Apostles. 

Bat the first council of the Church, where the Apostles 
and the other ecclesiastical orders are formally assembled, and 
each must necessarily take that position, which properly he- 
longed to bim, will afford the best possible test of the relative 
position of the Apostles. If any one of those holy men held a 
more dignified station than the others — if in him there resided 
a more distinctive degree of authority — if upon him '1)y Di- 
viae institution^' there had been conferred a ''plenitude of 
power'' — if there was one who was esteemed as holding the 
place of ' God in the earth, ' so that the other Apostles, gathered 
about him were '' his sheep, and he their head and pastor, " may 
we not unhesitatingly pronounce that these prerogatives will be 
duly recognized in the first solemn council of the Catholic 
Church? It would be contrary to the Divine doctrine that the 
light should be concealed under a bushel or the city on a hill 
be hid. There would be no difGculty, we apprehend in dis- 
covering the Pope in any assembled council of the Boman 
Catholic Church, which he might think proper to grace with 
his presence, or that of any legate, whom he might authorize 
to represent him. Why then should we not discern St. Peter 
in similar preeminence if from St. Peter the P6pe derives his 
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j^nitude of power " f ^' The gi eater caoses of the Church, " 
says the Soman Canon, * ^' especially those which concern the 
articles of fidth, are to be referred to the seat of Peter." 
Here then was one of " the greater causes of the Church/' one 
that concerned intimately '' the articles of fiiith : '' and was it 
referred to the seat of Peter f Or did that Apostle ever 
preside at the council? Neither the one nor the other : St. 
James, as Metropolitan in Jerusalem, presided ; St. Peter ex- 
ercised only a deliberative voice in the assembly ; and the de- 
cision was delivered by St. James in those emphatic expressions : 
''Wherefore my sentence is, &c. §'* 

It is worthy of remark, that St. James, presiding in solemn 
council with the whole Church, does not even style St. Peter 
by that name, upon which the Bomanist claims have been set 
up, not as Cephas, but as Simeon. " Simeon hath declared 
bow Qoi at the first did visit the Gentiles.'' And even to 
tbe very last there is not a trace of an idea that the Apostle 
had received an iota of authority beyond that obtained by his 
companions in the Apostleship. " It pleased the Apostles and 
Ancients with the whole Church'' are the words of the first 
memorable decree. 

St. Paul's account of his reception by this Church throws 
additional light upon the state of opinion at that period. There 
were some, according to his account, '' who seemed to be some* 
what. '^ He enables us to understand this refemce to have 
been made to " James, Cephas, and John who seemed to be 
pillars t'' of the Church. A strange expression this, to say 
the least of it, if in that age Cephas was supposed to hold '' the 
place of the Bedeemer himself upon the earth. % " 

■ But, not content with thus speaking of the '' Prince of 
apostles and Bishop of Bishops, St. Paul does not hesitate to 
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afiGrm his own equality^ and he claimed and established it be- 
fore the entire Church. " When they had seen/' he vrites, 
that to use was committed the Gospel of the ancircomcision, as to 
Peter was that of the oircumcision^for he, who weotjght in Pe- 
ter to the Apostleship of the circumcision, wbought in mc 
nko among the Gentiles. * " 

But probably there is no passage more conclusive than 
that which follows in the same epistle : 

But, when Cephas was come to Antioch, I withstood Aim 
to the face, because he was bla^neable P' 

The history of this affair merits attention. St. Peter, ac- 
cording to the testimony of St. Paul, was blameable. In him 
therefore there resided no attribute of infallibility. And that, 
which rendered him open to this accusation, is an additional 
illustration of St. Peter's true position in the Church. He was 
blameable because he was fearful of censure, a fault that could 
not possibly have befallen him, if he had occupied a station a- 
bove responsibility. If he had stood in the proud and authori- 
tative independence of a Boman Pope, would he have been de- 
tected ''fearing those of the circumcision?'' "Would he have 
exhibited the melancholy weakness of ceasing to act as he had 
before acted, because '' some came from James f " This is not 
the conduct of a man preeminent as chief in dignity and power 
in the Church. This is not the behaviour of a man conscious 
of the solemn commission of his master, rendering him the pas- 
tor of all the other Apostles and his own "Vicar upon earth. 

What! the recognized head — ^the supreme and infallible 
governor, ''holding the place of the Bedeemer Himself upon 
earth, " bearing " the authority, not of a mere man, but of the 
true God upon the earth. " What! such an one, thus marvel- 
lously endowed with preternatural rank and power, to fear those 

* Gal. ii, 6. 9. 
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of the circumcision^ and to vacillate^ because some had come 
from James ! And such an one to be withstood to the face by 
au Apostle, to whom but recently he had vouchsafed the right 
hand of fellowship ! Of a truth in the whole of this transaction 
it is evident that neither St. Paul nor St. Peter himself had 
any conception of the existence of a supremacy,such as Boman- 
ists would have as acknowledge in the successors of the latter 
before they will esteem us within the possibility of salvatiou ! 
Where was that Church then, which now places amongst her 
fundamental articles of faith the supremacy of St. Peter, and 
gives it a sacramental character and value? No such Church 
subsisted in the days of the Apostles. No such articles were re- 
cognized, when "Apostles and Ancients'' met in council, 
or while there lived a Paul to withstand them to the face with 
the emphatic remark "we yielded not by subjection, no ! not 
for an hour, that the truth of the Gospel might continue with 
you !*' In that age there is not a shadow of resemblance to the 
"doctrine, order and mission," which the Eomanist affirms 
subsist now, but as they have been found always, as the tokens 
of Catholicity, The titles, the prerogatives, the blasphemous 
assumptions of Divine "plenitude of power," are the usurping 
novelties of ecclesiastical ambition, and no more have been in- 
herited in right of succession from St. Pet«r than the triple 
tiara was borne by that Apostle in the Council at Jeru- 
salem ! 

If the test of Catholicity, that whatever subsists now as an 
essential part of the system, must have subsisted in all ages, be 
a sufficient one, the decision cannot be doubtful. The canons 
and catechisms of the Church of Bome exhibit what she holds 
now as gacramentally essential in her system : but of this we 
find not the faintest trace in the days when the Incarnate ta- 
bernacled among men, nor yet in those, when His apostles liv- 
ed, preached and died for His Church. 
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We have yet to examine whether that, of which we can- 
not discover a token in the Apostolic age, was better recogni- 
zed by the primitive Fathers down to the expiration of the 6th 
Century. This investigation completed, I shall take the liberty 
of directing your intention to the moral working of the Papal 
system, as a subject of legitimate enquiry for that Church whose 
attribute should be that she is Holy as well as Catholic. After 
discharging this, I trust without uncharitable exaggeration, I 
purpose concluding with those facts and considerations upon 
which the Anglican Church justly claims to be, though dim- 
med, not sullied, though separate, not cut off, though sad and 
solitary, still Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. 
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ERRATA. 
Fage vii, I, 23, /or thrice read twice. 
13, L 1,/or first read four. 
14, 1. 14!, /or our read one. 
48, last line, /or refuse rea^ refer. 
50, I. 16, /or and when all read where all. 
50, I, ZO,/or Albazi rea^ Albizi. 
57, /. 6,^ tents read tenets. 
78, /. 9,^r evidency read evidence. 
88, 1. 2,, /or honour read horror, Sfc. 
^^f h ^y/or 505 read 305. 
96, L IB, /or testimony read turning. 
98, 1. 2,,/or elegant read eloquent. 
99, 1. ZZ,/or impassible read irrepressible. 
117, /. Ih/or Antiquity was read Antiquity has. 
117, L 29, /or nice read Si. 
122, last H/ne hit \/or Now read Nor. 
138, I. a, /or as an empire read or an empire. 
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